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Middleton 1Mard? Bn errived in concentration arez ready to commence on YSPARTAN" at 0115 hrs (M.2,
«Oli=508s 3064%5.ref sheet.124,1" to 1 mile), All vehicles arrived safely and ther were no

eccidents or casualties to report. Coy's immedistely established their H.C's and guards
were vosted. Sleep was the primary thought in every one's mind and as soon as necessanry
routine jobs had been completed, the bBn bedded down under the stars. Hevellle came 2
1ittle later than usual at 0730 hrs snd breakfast followed shortly efterwards ag
0800 hrs. The C.0. carried out an inspection of all coy's checking camoullage in

| general, fire positions and sasnitetion. Capt Cloutier, the Bn M.0. who accompanled

I the C.0. on the inspection stressed tle necessity of complete sanitation at all times|
l [ At 1200 hre a most welecome haversack lumch was served. IL seems that one iz hungry

i all the time on these exercises and aone never seems 0 lose the feeling. The C.U.,

b I.0, and TUnit Recce Gp attended "0" Gp mesting at Bde at 1400 hre after which the

F Unit Recce Op returned to Unit. The C.0,,I.0. then proceeded Lo recce new area

i B returning to Bn at 1840 hra, The C.0. then proceeded to draw up his orders. The g i/e
' . ; is busy arranging for the mobile bath to come to=-morrow and the Adjt iz busy on

a Court artials. Everyone seems to have plenty of work fo do. Bde Vater point establisied
for the 2de by the sappers and no other water source will be used. A Bde salvage Poing
n has also been established. No bits of paper, cigarete carton ste, will be left around
areas, which might disclose information to enemy, Wireless silence is still in effect
but good line commmications with coy's have been established. Vehlcle maintenance )
has been intensive and all are in good shape prepared Tfor any move.

. Prrard3 Reveille at 0630 hrs seems like the middle of the night and most inconvenilent

s the boys try to lace boots in the darkness, Breskfast at 0700 hrs and food

certainly helps to tackle the days problems. At 0000 hrs the firast party moved off

for & bath parade sponsored by the Mobile Dath Unit. Parades continued, till by 1300

hre the whole Bn had taken on @ new fresh appearance. Bde gave a big present to-day

¢ N | of over 1100 maps which were distributed to all coy's for use on exercise. The only

| headache with the maps is where (Uh where are they going to be carried: At 1730 hrs

' all umpires had reparted te the unit and were distributed to all coy's. lWajor

gtComnor Yenton of the H.F.E. Hegt was in charge of all uspires attached to this unit,
At 1830 hre the C.0. held an "0" Gp and orders were issued for move tc new area

"Rooks" Recce party had returned fogom this new area and had located all coy's dispos-

: 4 itions. TFire pizns hed been made by coy cpmds, and everything was in readyness for the
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Bn to take over the positlions. Trucks were boarded and everyone tried to snatch a
few hours sleep before going on,the move again wan to take place around midnight.

Shortly after midnight the trucks were once again rolling along the highway.
Progress was very good considering the heavy traffic and that moat of the trucks wers
driving without lights. However there were no accidents and the unit certainly had
reason to take pride in thils fsct after seelng vehicles of other units in ditches
overturned along the roadside, At 0705 hrs Bn H.Q. was established at "Brooks"

(12.B. 374524 ref sheet 124 1" to 1 ¥ile.) Everyone deoad tired but work had to be done
Cuards wereposted and patrols were active., At 0630 hrs all was quite alive agsin
and & few luoky ones who had managed To grab am hour or so of sleep were up,and cbout

The weather was ver eool and the sky cloudy as darkness 1ifted and daylight peered
in. A cold wash up and & quick breakfast snd another day was well on its way. At 1100
hrs C.Coy brought in two suspicious people for questioning. They had been found wande
around ¢ Coy area and spotted by one of the lookouts. Thelr idendity was checked and
was not sufficient enoupgh to clear them and their aotions. They were then taken as
prisoners to Div H.G. P.W. Cage. This proved how alert everyone was and thet no one,

no .matter wvho wmo going to get by us, Hecece partynwas sent ouit recece forawrd positions

for counter attack role. There waa little aetion throughout the day and all ranks had
a falrly good chance to rest up. Supper was served at 1700 hrs and shortly after we

received our firdt issue of "Compo" rations. *his connisted of corned beef, bacon, bep

Jam, tea, sugar, milk, hard tack. One box of these rations was shared by twelve men
nad they were reponsible for ocooking and issuing off same. Conditions con Exercise
"SPARTAN" were becoming more actual 811l the time and all we lacked now was live
ammunition and the enesy to fire at. Guards and patrol were doubled during the lours

darknese and everyone bedded down for a nights rest, It wvas very chilly and one blanket

was little salwation from the ccld and dampness, At 2030 hrs the rirst Air Raid(Actuz]
was sounded but no bombs ever dropped and the"all Clear® sounded at 2135 hrs,

Reveille at 0700 hrsmend breakfast at 0730 hrs. All ranks expressed satisfaction
with the amount and quantity of the breakfast meal which was the first on the "Compo"
ration. Everybody had & ghance to try & hand at cooking and no doubt it,wns the Tirest
experience for many. "O" Gp wes held at Bde at 1000 hre and Bn comds received orders

and instructions for next move., At 0500 hrs an order had been rececived there was to be¢
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no move before 0500 hrs 5 Yar 43 but after the C.C. had returned from "O" Croup the
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unit was on one hourls notice to move, lverything packed and reedy to rool sgaln, Route

traces were made up end issued to coy's sné from these traces it could be seen the bn was
taking @ big jump up.around "Oxforé way", 'aps were all set up and routes markes, all was

ready 1o 20s At 1215 hrs 9 P1 A Coy reported they had shob dovn one enemy aireraft, Good
work: At 1510 hrs the Bu was linmed up ready to move but were held up by the bth Bde who

were also on the move. After walting for appmox 1} hrs the unit started to move agaln. Andéyf's

boys were headed for macticn, As we moved along the 16th Cén, L T A.A.Regt fod into the

colump and now we had some real A.A. protection., The Bn moved with pood speed and adl went
fine ti1l approx 1000 krs, Bn had advanced approx 36 =miles withput & hitoh bub all was gnizf
to0 well, A bridge had been blown by the enemy and our advance was held up till the englne ;Z;::?

to %

had repalred it, The Bn took up a "hedgshog" poeltion along the road and all ranks tried

catch®forty winks? llecce party set ocut to find are where Bn could oconcentrate. The ¢oléd . and

dampness 1s wioked and sleep mt xipit 1= nigh impoesible,

At approx (01345 hrs recce gp returns &nd we move again to take another positicn, Shorily
sfter we had reaohed the ares and parked ourp vehibles we received order itc move again, It
wae hapd on the troops this pushing shead end with no restbut everyone stocod up to it though

tired and hungry. The troops were now marching and all though the day we pushed mhead by
march route, There was no breakfast and no dinner but still we plupgged on,

At approx 1500hrs head of the column had crossed 2r at "Gonning" (M2t 955198 ref sheet
112 1" to 1 mile). 4 Coy the forward Coy amd n f, . were suocesful iy crossing before tho

Br was blown but the remsinder of the Bn was left on the other side of the River Thames,
At 1540 hrs a heavy bombing aiid straffing by enemy planes took place but no casualties

by enemy dive bombers in large numbers, Casualties were heavy and approx 50% of unit were
£ fected by this raid, At 1700 hrs A Coy and Bn i1,(, proceeded to Brinfield Heath (ref sheg

113,1" to 1 mile).

At 1100 hrs Br ot Sonning had been repaired by R.C,E, and remainder of Bn ineluding
B.C. Sp Coy's proceeded to jo.n sest of unit., They arrived at approx 2000 hre apd Bn wes
again together in & congentration mrea, Heanwhile the R.R.07s and R.M.L.I. hgg beenrspeb

itatheRBIR2RE 124, PRaE80e RPwiRla "6k E16RE 1808, (RO TvERER ol OE 1 Eake $neidediace and as such

or damage was suffered LY this unit, At 1630 hrs our column received another heavy attaok ﬁé;;%'
v
come under comeend of the 5th Bde. We remeined in shis erea throughout the night and a tired
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bunch of lads caught up on plenty of loat sleep, This had been one of the most trying days
of the exercise so far, ¥arching sl1 day ané uc food whatsoever. Plenty of reason for grouging
but evervone war too,tired even Tor that,

Reveille 0700 hrs and stiil no food, Bn wvas moviag and the unit proceedeé once &agaln
hy marek route to join our Bde Group at Healy Park, (Ref sheat 105,1" to 1 mile). At approx
12%0 hre we had reached our new area and once agailn were under 4th “de comrmand, By 1400 hrs
the men were eating thelr first nmeal in 44 hre and nothing ever tasted zatter, It was still ﬁ({
#Compo® rations bdub ehicken couldnt have tasted better at thils time, During the afternocon
nine prisoners were captured these were interrogated and sent back to Div H.Q.P.W.cage.
Prigoners refused to give any informetion of wvalue but we were able to lemrn their respootive
unit and divisionas. ¥nemy recce plenes were very active over area and we began to wonder
where fighter forge were &8s we had seen no sign of them at all,

There wac little aotion during the afternoon and everybody had a chance to rest up
a little, At 15630 hrs advance and recoe parties were ordered to stand by end 1% looked ms &N
though snother move was in the offing, At 2000 Hhrs the Bn was on the move agadn and once
more by mareh route with A Coy leading., At midnight the Bn was gtlll pledding slong a
narrow country rcedie recce party had moved &ff at 1130 hrs and ware now surveyling the new
area.

At spprox 0230 hre The En reachsd new ares at Christmes Commonae( R, 158130 ref shest
105,1" to 1 mile)s Bn H.,Q. was established and all coy's took,up a defensive position,
Unit not far from the enemy now and all preeautions must be taken to ensure there were no J
slipups, Everybody who could, procesded to go to sleep for a fow hours and pest was heavenlyl.
Bunday morninz with no ohence for even a Church Parade, This was getting to be serious 4{
bussines, "O" Grou; were called and orders were isuued to prepare to move but nc sooner had
the order been glven than it was uegessary to change &t mgain, The Bn once more tock up a
defensive position,
Wwithin the next hour or so orders were changed three or four times and everyone was in
a dither, However we were learning that these were the sort of things we should have to be
prepared for in actusl action, We had learned from reports that enemy patrols were active
at WALLINGTON ahd that enemy were withdrawing around WHEATLY, SHABBINOTON and PHAM,.
At 130C hrs The En finaly received an order thatnwas executed before any changes werg
made it was to move agair. Progress was rather slow due to enemy activity en route.
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Air activity was encountered around the Athington area but no casualties were
reported. The whole Bde was moving to-gether now with the R,H,L.I. and R R C's forward.
At Hi1l Fm(M.R. 038204 the R.H,L.I. contacted the enemy ajd were resposible for knocking
out the Crusader Tanks, Air activity was hot and heavy and several casualties were ”
reported. The Bn was ordered to take area of Chislehamton and men were rushed forward |
on carriers, tanks etc to hasten the job. It was a sucsesful action and one again the
unit pushed forward.
8 Mar 43 Reveille at 0600 hrs with breakfast shortly after. B.H.GQ, cleared out of the =mk

school so that classes could continue for the local children. The I.0. attended "O"
Group at Bde at 0800 hrs and on his return we learned the Bn was to move at approx
1100 hrs. This move took us N.E. and more in the direction of our objective,
"Huntingdon®. The move was held at various points, by heavy traffic.

At 1500 hrs Bn was held upsat rd Junc 095249 ref sheet.94,1" to 1 mile.Informatiqn
trickled through that the 5th Bde had been held up by enemy at Long Crendon'i,R,1428)
and were going to attack at 1730 hrs., We had to pull off the road to allow our support-
ing artillery to go ahead to help the 5th 1in their attack. The attack at 1730 hrs wasg
postponed until 1830 hrs and the unit sat and waited. Then the order came through Be
prepared to move at 5 mins notice. the 5th Bde attacked at 1900 hrs and was succesful ;
Unit received orders to move to Sharbington with all haste possible, on arrival,there
unit,went into a field near Sharbington and groped around in the dark. The C.0. went
to an "0" Group and received his orders.
| When he had returned and finished his "O"™ Group the Bn I.0. was sent for by Bde.
Orders were mhanged again. Another "0" Group. Unit was to adcance and occupy the high
ground at Ashendon and the spur running W.T. with all possible speed. The €.0. then
ordered troops on Carriers, 5cwt, lSewt and all available transport and koved north
into the night. Another,night without sleep.

9 Nar |43 The convoy was split at Long COrendon by the diteching of a 25pdr. Evenpuely the 4122;2

road was cleared and after a chase the convoy was together again. Now the leadlng Bn A
of the forward Bde. A Coy the leading Coy, had encoutered some enemy carrier G.M,C.
patrols, We had petrols out ashead of the column proling for information. On the move
again but only for a few hundred yards..
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The head of the column halted nesr the stream at 162328, A Coy had observed a
carrier coming towards them. It proved te be an enemy Arty 0.P. moving into position.
It wag captured and more npatrols wers sent out, By the time the Lrig had come up to see
what was cobking the patrol had reported enemy in Lower Follicot 1432, Upper Policot
1433 &nd Ashendon 1534, The Brig in our €,0's station wagon planned & Bde attack with
the Essex to take over Ashendon, The other two Bn's Upper and Lewer Follisot, zero was .
to be at 04l5 hrs. At zero 5 intense Ariy Concentrationg was lesid on our objective, 1
and the Csnucks really went into action. Not a2 sound could be heard until 0530 hrs
when all hell broke luose on t he heighis.

The Ba had quistly moved into position for the assault. A whole enemy Bn on the
hill and 2 Bde I,Q. We caught them sleeping soundly., One poor enemy-patrol will take
weeks to get over their surprise of suddenly beling surrounded in the darkness, by
cenueks, with fixed bayonets. Then shots, thunderflashes and shouts untill Our C.0,
sent up twe green very-lights, our succes signal at 0618 hrs.

We had capt red slong with the R.R.C's and R.H.L.I. & vhole enemy Bn and one of
Fnglands finest "Black Watgh" First light was at 06%C¢ hre with sunrise at 0731 hrs
end when davlipht did break the enemy with their red deckled balmorals locked pratiy
crest fallen, The men were £0 “"bad" they just laid down enywhere and coniidered which
was more imrportant food or sleep, Retions finaly did come up "Compo packa" again, just
as breskiast were neiely roing 72 ensmy guns started Egunding our position and counter
attack wa: on the way fras the .!. by an enemy Bde. eryorne was running to meet ihe
attack and carriers were whipping around and mortars were geing into action,

At 0930 hreg umpires declared "Counter attack repulsed”. So the Bn returned to thel
to their bully, beans, bacon and hard tack. After food was gulped down everyone could
be seen washing, shaving, shining shoes, then sleep. All was wikési quiet until at 150¢
hrs enemy tenks which had beennunder observation theougho ut the sarly part of the day
moved in to attack us, fnemy assault tanks swarmed in to the attack but all was ready
for them, roads were blocked and anti-tankm puns were all set to bjaat away,

The enemy had one armoured Hegt, one motorized Bn eand one lorry borne Inf.Regb.
Tanks ereshed through hedges, fences, ficlds etc, and everywhwepe they were met by our
trocps. Bn H.0. was in the battle too and captured enemymtanks. Tt was hectic battle

(e
4

and there was action aplenty: After the battle was over the umpires declared we had

=
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suffered 30. casualties and had lost part of Ashendon and the N.E. spur., We learned
thet the 4th Bde had been eieses chcosen Lo make a break through and attack the main
eneny forces while "andy" did a left flanker, Suicide Bde allrisht., “here was no
mistake sbout that . Our Brig ealled an "0O" Croup at 1730 hrs and planned & counter
attack to pain some of our lost territory. The C.0. gathered together every aveileble
man, cooks, drivers ete, abd they were assembled in a re—enbrant and on a whistls
blast moved up in three waves. We had perdect surprise: They never expected such a
move especialy at supper time. iie gained our objective suifering another 30% casualtips
Positions was consolidated by 1818 hrs 78 ming after the attack had started. The
wapires then quietly told us that we were under artilley fire from ah enemy divisicns| and
and that two tank Rept's were going to counter attack us and they were sorry to
{nform us that we were out of action. The whole Bde out of aetion., The 4th Bde is now 7*12{
a dead"Bde" out of action for the duration of "SPARTAN", The unii easlly reccnéiled ;
itself to being dead and practicaly died on our beds at an early hour,

10| viar #3 Revellle at 0B0O hrs and after a good nights rest the first in a long time, the
unit felt 100%, and ready to go again, However, now definately out of the picture.ve
had done our job and did it well. The order of the day was more rest and it was very
wilcome. The weather wae fine with plenty of warm sunshine. During the afterncon the
Ce0. made an inspection of =11 ranks. All coy's turned out smartly and the C.0. gave |
everyone & shord talk on the metio that hed takenrplace and the part that our Bn had
played in the action. He complimeneted all ranks in the wonderful fighting spirit they
had shown. e pessed on the compliments of the Div Commander who had besn most plessef
with the show the unit had put up. Hverybody felt s little prouder of hiluself to-day
nad all had good reason to do S0.
The Bn had been under plenty of stree and sirain and ahd come out smiling., Where

could you find better spirit? Another good night sleep, the second in a row and we
were back on top of the world,

S BBUpdEAy - P o)

11 [Mar 43 Reveille at OBOO hrs with breakfast of "Compo"™ rations served shortly after.
Troppe are tiring a little of "bully and biscuit" and all sre hungry for scme fresh
vegetables. A check on &ll 1098 equipment was carried out by all coy's. All eguipment g;aﬁ,

that was found to be missing was listed and turned over to the Adj. This unit has bee
very lucky and losses of equipment etc, were very small, We have come through"SPARTAN
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80 far with a recerd of no vehicle accident and that is something we can pride ouselfp
in. The C.0. left this morning to act as an observer for the final attack on our
objective "Huntingdon". This afternoon a Bn route march with full"Battle Order™ was
held with the 2 i/c in the lead. The march was a short one of about 2% miles but we
found the hills were plenty long and there was plenty of puffing donr before we
returned to our area., Following the march all coy's attended a bath parade at obile
Bath Unit. It was supper time when the bath parade returned end the short march had yfg;z{/

given everybody & keen appetive. During the evening everyone sat arcund in their
ﬂ ' little groups and held discusséons on one hundred and one topics but soon all was quip
! ' again and everyone was fast asleep.

; 12| Mar 43 Anpther good nights sleep finished and thils morning finds even those who were
: exeptionally tired and worn out, well rested up. At 0700 hers breakfast was served

and for the Tfirét time in nine days the "cooker” had the jJob of feeding the Bn, It

was certainly a treat to have a bowl of "mush" after all the corned beef and hard tack

of the past week., Spartan "Cease Fire" came through at 0900 hrs this morning, but 1t

L} had little effect on the Bn whiéh had been out of action the past two days now,

‘ iy Tt did however cause some speculation as to when we wererto return to billet areE.

Quite unexpectedly at 1500 hrs that efternoon word came through that recce rarties wopld
proceed immediately to reurn to their own unit billet areas., The C.0. in charge of the -
small party were on the way at approx 1530 hrs, The rest of the Bn was informed that
there would be no move before 0400 hrs 13% ¥Mar 43, Up till the hours of darkness the
Bn was busy loading all trucks and cleaning up the conecentration area., All latrines
were filled in, tin cans and serap paper were removed to Bde., Salvage Dump. By 1900hrp
all was in readiness for the move and so everyone proceeded to teke a few hours sleep
for reveille was to be very early in the morning,

\ =l 13 Mar 43 Bright and cerly at approx 0200 hrs the Bn began to stir again. Blankets were
| it rolled and loaded on trucks and last minutes packing was completed, There was no hot
| o _ : breakfast but "Compo'ppacks were issued again for the day's rations. The P.C.V's had 3

D

U - PeL Ley)

reported around midnight and were alloted to the seperate coy's. The head of the

column crossed the S.P. at 04l5 hrs, Progress during the first few hours was slow due
to darkness and heavy trarfic conditions,
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The route was approx 130 miles long and it took & good 13% hrs to complete the
distance, It was a long timéng trip and everyone wase glad when they finaly arrived

’4 back in the billet area. A good wash and clean up were inmorder after wich more of the gf
boys found solid comfort stretched out en a straw paliasse. :

14 Mar 43 Sunday morning and the weather was very fine, The weather has been exeptional thL

past three weeks or so and the absence of rain has been a pleasure. To-day all coy's

were having a general clean-up of egquipment. Orderly rooms were being straightened

away 80 +that they could funetion normally once again, The 7 C.,I.R.U. have not left

us as yet and are still occupying several billts and carrying out their various dutiesj

Tor some coy's it wa' a dirficult problem to find enough sleeping accomodations ///)

for personnel whose place had been tasken over by 7 C.I.R,U. By to-night however all f?;:;;
were back to normal again, Small rear party of 7 C.I.R.U, was all that rerained.

15 Mar 43, Blue Monday alright: Its a wonder the turnmoil on exercise like "SPARTAN" can
cause ., All coy's still busy checking and rechecking equipment. All maps issued on
S8partan being gatherd to-gether and returned to Bde, and they certainly prove to be a
big hradache: Intehse maintenance is being carried out on all vehieles, trucks, carriers
M.C's have had a rough time of it the last two weeks and it is only by good care and
careful maintenance that they were able to stand tlje bough grind.

This Bn has always been "Maintenance Conscious" and it was shown to good advantape
on exercise,"SPARTAN", Breakdowns were very rare and only one minor accident occured.
This is a very good record and one we can be justly proud of. Te-day is pay-day and the
paymaster is one busy man to-dasy. This afternoon a meeting of all eoy comds,Adj¥,TI.0,
Q.M. T.0, M.0. D.0. wags held to discuss "SPARTAN"™ Criticism wend suggestions were
voiced freely and a good many ideas were brought to light. No boubt a good many lessohs
for all were learned on "SPARTAN", At 1415 hrs thid afternoon a very unfortunate accida:i;)

Gaal e tn’:ui;'._l}q__,u_c.u.

occured at Sp Coy. A.50286 Pte 0'Reilly,C.V., was accident¥¥ shot drawing & loaded
pistol from a haversack. He was very seriously wounded with the bullet entering the
left groin and suffered from great loss of blood.

Unit stretcher bearers gave immediate assistance and did everything pessible to

aid the wounded man, he was rushed immedistely to & nearby civilian hospital at
\ Chichester,
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16 |Mar 43 The fine weather continues and we are in hopes that it doesnt suddenly desert usg

A Coy is Bn duty Coy for the week and as such will have their hands full with guard
duties ete. B. C. Sp, H.Q. Coy's are busy with kit inspections, and clean up ofequip-
ment. Hlencoing is once again the order of the day and all web equipment is to be
blancoed. A close check on general appearance of equipment and on personal appearance
is being made, After a couple of weeks in the field on an exercise troops get a little
kik emx £ lax on these matters, But our C.0. is going to see that this does not
happen. Severe disciplinary actions will be taken against persomnnel who do not show a
smart appearance. This afternoon the Bn I.0, lieut S.A.Rands, is attending conference
' at Bde on "Spartan", It will be a good opportunity to bring up pointe discussed at BEn
i conference yesterday. A Court of Inquipy is busy to-day ivestigating the accident

involving 4.50286 Pte 0'Reilly,C.¥.. The problem of privilege leave is still quite up| [

in the air, and nobody seems to know when they will start. lleanvhile everybody is
getting a little impatient and hoping that some decisin is reached soon.

17| Mar 43, The fine weather continues for another day, A. B. and C. coy's carried out weapoins
inspection and also billet inspection in the forencon. The afterncon was devoted to
interior economy inpreparation for the inspection by the C.0.. H.Q.,and Sp coy's carr ed
on with maintenance of vehiwles. After considerable contraversy the leave rosters wer
made up which met with the approval of the majority., An inteer-coy aircrafi recognitidn
competition was held at the Phoenix Club, in charge of lieut 3,A.Rands, in preparati

for Bn Competition 18 Mar 43. Three men from each platoon pe-ticipated.

18 Yar 43 Weather remains warm end clear. Pte 0'Rellly,C.J.,A.50286,passed away at 0801 hrg
inChichester Hosp, as a result of G.5.W., suffered at 1315 hrs 15 Mar 43, This brings
the total to three fatal accidents causéd by G.S.W. since Regt was mobilized 1 Sep 39.

Pte O'Reilly}s death should serve as a warning to the men of the Bn, to exercise care ’é;E;r
in the handling of weaponsgp coy took the honours in the Aireraft Rec. contest,

Inspestion of e uipment and check up of all 1098 eguipment was made by coy Quarter=
masters Sgte assisted DY R.Q.M.S.. H.G. and Sp coy's completed their cleaning and
g maintenance of vehicles and so are ready for,C.0's inspeotion, A conderming parade wag
held this afternocon.

10 'J. UiE sy sl LaUey
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19| Mar 43. Yeather continues to be fAke and is exellent for training.purposes. A Coy carri
out one period of squad drill followed by lessons on the thompson Sub M.G. During the
afternoon an inspection of all kit was made, B Coy was Bn Duty Coy and as such guards
and fatigues were the order of the day. C Coy carried out T.0,E.T's on all wespons duri
during the morning and during the afternoon a sport parade was held., Sp Coy had a busy
dey with all personnel engaged in maintenance of vehicles. The signal Pl had a one day
exercise of thei own, Practice on 18 sets and signal proceedure was carried out. The
sigs found the time well spent,

20 jiar 43 Weather stlll fair and warm, All Coy Comds carried out inspection of billets and
personal equipment. fverything was found to be in good order and first class shape

| after a week of unending scrubbing and cleaning,

All men exept those on duty had the afternoon off to prepare themselves for the
coming week, which promised to be one filled with the Intricacles of Bn weapons.

21 [lar 4P A nice bright Sunday morning.Protestant Church Parade, under Capt Wansbrough ,ﬁ’%
/

carried out by all coy's during the afternoon., B.H.(. and H.Q, coy personnel tested

and cleaned all thelr weapons.to-day and received plenty of practice firing with all

small,arms. The mortar Pl to-day attended the burial of cne of their coarades A. 50286

Pte 0'Reilly,C.J. who had died from G.S8.W. on Thursday mar 18, Burial took place at

:hl}e Bmhi:d Cemetry for Cdns. He was a fine chap and will be sadly missed by all
o knew .

A4 2% jar 45. Weather continues fair and warm but rain is,threaten 1 goy's had a brisk
{ 2 f half hour og P.T. which included & 1% min run. Bayonet Trg}nﬁirﬁ A s PeSslleGo

=23 assembled at 0930 hrs. To the shril of the pipes the parade marched off for service

§ at Methodist Church, Southdown., 4fter ChurchmParade all ranks had the day off to enjoy

il themselves after a good weeks work,

3

3 22 jar 4%. The weather to=day continued fine and all coy's got off to a rumning start with

< a 15 min eross-country run. This was followed by ¥mmx 15 min of body-building calsthepics
> which put all ranks off on the right foot for another week's trg. T,0,E.T's and LeasonE

§ on the bayonet and 36 qrenadea completed the mornings trg. Gas trg and a route march were
5

3
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24

25

W R N SN L.i-_irLJg_qu.c._U.

Mar 4

Mar 4

5.

holdigg, aiming, firing, and grenade throwing caompleted a full motning's trg,. The
afternoon was devoted to Gas and weapon trg. One Offr and one N,C.0. from each coy
attended a demonstration to-day by the engineers on mine-laying and clearing of mine-
fields, The demonstration proved conclusively that other branches of the services are
doing & job just as dangerous and as necessary as the infantry man,

Yore then one Offy end O,R. was heard to remark "I'm glad I'm in the Infantry". It
was a most interesting demonstration and much valuable knowledge was gleaned from it,

Weather helé a threat of rain for the rirst time in many weeks. All cog's spent
the morning preparing for Exercise"Digi! Trucks and e uipment were made r%;dy and by
1320 hrs the firsét coy had crossed S.P, !'iddleton and Yapton, Rd. junc. e advance was
by march route and vehicles moved in a sseperate block in order to conserve petrol,

larehing troops arrived in concentration area (2329 eef sheet 133,1" to 1 mile) at
1640 hrs. Veickes arrived in area at 1650 hrs, Immediately on arrival all tropps inel
batmen and drivers cormenced to dig weapon pits. A hot meal was served at 1800 hrs afte
which digging parties returned to their work. One party was heard to remark "We have no|

hrs rain which had threatened all day commenced as a light sprikle but increased in

excuses to meke as we were warned that this wes exerckse "Dig" and "dig" it was, At 20022;/¢f

volume as the night wore on, Digging continued through the night till at 2330 hrs the
warning order for move toc new posn came through.

At 0030 hrs the Bn moved off by way of Eest Dean Charlton to occupy high ground,
LEVIN DOWNS (3233 ref sheet 133, 1" to 1 mile). The advance was by march route with
C Coy leading. On arrival in new area the familiar procces of digging commenced once

more, The rein which had slowly but surely gathered its force had reached the dimentions

of a heavy dovmpour by now and under these conditione digging was a nasty joba

Ther was little metion from enemy quarters and so by morming the Bn was well dug in
and the area well used and mined, Prealfast was served at 0600 hrs and everyone was verny

uneomfortable now. The steady rain and lack of sleep belng the mein reeason for the
discomfort. At 0900 hrs the Brig made an inspeetion of the Bn defences. On the whole he
was well pleased but had a few constructive critieism to offer. By 0930 hrs the rain

finally stopped but the sky was still overcast. At 1000 hrs the ¢.0.C. ¥a] Gen Roberts

D.S 0. E.D. sarited ovtt an inspection of defences, He wrned the C.0. to have the Bn in
readiness to make an ascault as sson as the fog lifted. Theﬂntg“ assault was the front

ST B S
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of two practices, The first was a "dry" practice and then initals

26 Vpr 43

27 var 43

28 Mar 43

29 Mar 43

attanck lane method and conaiasted

the "wet"™ which was carried out at approx 1200 hrs, Live ammo vas used, The mOrLars 1or
safety purp-ses used smoke to represent H.E. The assault was carried to completion by 1340 hrs
The mssault was carried out in good order and then with very lights the sucges signal came

at 1340 hrs. Coy's retired to their defensive posns at 1345 hrs. Haversack lunches were
consamed after wich weapon pits were filled in. These pits that had taken hours to dig were
f£illed in very short order, and it seemed a=s though all the work had been for naught, A

1500 hrs the Bn had comploted loading of vehicles and moved back to billet area, Fersonnel

were loaded on vehicles muit wwyms ¥mzk for move back to camp, Those not able to r:sume ?éggé?

transport proceeded to march back snd were picked up after vehicles had unloaded equipment
and personnel &t billets. By 1830 hrs the entire En was back in billets and were busy
cleaning up and putting on fresh clothes, Everyone was very tired and sleep came easy that

night. \

T.0_E,T's in the afternoon. The C.0. &nd ten other offrs from coy comds down, proceeded
to the DOWNS to witnese sn Arty "Shoot". Capt R.H.Lund, the Adjt, returned to duties
upon completion of leave.

Saturday and syllebus shows Adm Dutles under Coy arrangements- simply clean up dgy
and very much needed as "Dig" hadnt been kind to kit, clothes,etc. It was enother fine é ;
day and looked like a promising week-end for those off duty. Major Kennedy,2 i/c attended /{

A grand day for the trocps which was back, it wag a route march in the a.m. and ;;z

a dance at the R.H.L.I. mess.
Sunday a beautiful spring day, a lazy one too for the protestants- no church par d'.ﬁ;;%(
Flowars around the area reminds one of Baster. :

Fine weather holding, unit started on a fresh syllabus of trg. Viewing the sylla
showed that it looked as though a refresher week was fordained mostly individual trg and
muchm needed perticularly as to weapons. A Sports meeting was held during the afternoon.
A good committee under Capt Thompson discussed inter coy sports,baseball, track and fleld
ete, Summer saports. The 2 i/c attended. In the evening all offrs proceeded to Bde to
listen to Col PAWLE lecturing on SPARTAN. All agreed it was his best effort and the unit
has been treated to good lectures by the Colonel, The Adjutant had to attend a lecture|at s
Bde given by Lieut Col, DUNN 2 Ech C.M_H_0.. Col DUNN passed a great deal of kmowledge|and offe
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offered considersble assistance in 'A'Y matters perticularly with regard to personndd
20 Mar 43 Good weather and individual trg on syllebus continues. Lisut Col DUNN visited
unit and the 2 1/c and Adjutant were sble to have a long discussion with him on numefous
5 metters. Thoroughly conversant nnd well informed on as to his job Col Dunn promised /4
eid on one or two matters, that had been bothering the unit administrations. A meeting

of the selection committe was held at 0730 hrs., C.0. 2 i/c, Adjt, and & rep from eac

coy nttended., Eight 0.C.T.U's pessibilities were interviewed, and three Sgts, 5zt

Seobie, Collie, and L/Cpl Jardine were recommended to ottend the next 0.0.T.U.

A Selection Board, at C.M.H.Q.. Five Sgts were interviewed as to confirmations of rank
and sgt Case was interviewed with the intention of giving him & trial as A/CSN,Sp Coy.

- The unit this day was blessed by the reporting for duty as unit Padrs of H/Cpt

i cardy. The unit has been unlucky with its padres , it is hoped that this has chenged

and the unit now has one who will stay,

31 Mar 43, A change in the air , weather cooler, The daffodils are bending in the breeze, rain
before the day was out, but not before an active sports parade was conducted in the
afternoon, under the guidance and generalship of Capt T:ompson. K
It was more individual trg lectures in the A,M,, so the change wes appreciated,
In the evening the offrs were invited to a nhawing of"lirs Yinerve" at Middleton Sports

Club, kind courtesy of ¥r G,0inn. Y.H.C.A.

Officer Commanding,
Essex Scottish Regiment.

g9 b ey eI gUCY,
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