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AT RI A oocl, eloady day with the wind blowing solidly from the north. Training perades
BNKBIDER 3 wers carrieé out on a mild scale. Sanewrvisor Fslier Graw of the YHGA succeeded in
REW { qov | getilng A hall = a former cafle an' dance hall - and soon had moving pictures going. J
s - 1 44 € pabs wer=z Pilled at nihit and -any sere the calis for the watery Helgium hear, é
ﬁ..JWEHP #o: 3 An Offiger's mess was gst up ir the front of a shor which eold stovess IJhe stocic A
1:100,000 of merchandise seened to vary bul vogether with the edmirin: gaze of bypassers haelpe
to make meals a Iit:le umgual,
AT SAT |- Again it wes cloudy and cool though the rain held off, The Bn was scarcely
BONREIDER 4 recogmizable Ly now. few and careiully pressed uniforms blossomed ‘orith on svery :
e fov gide. Vehiclsg had been mai tenanced and the rattle: hed disappeared. The neople jé]/
1;100,690 ’ Q’Im Thexe was no sign of our movin: yet an! the continuing rest was more thar welcome.
AT 2 A This wes 2 quiet pleasuvnt day. Padre Joe Cardy held a serviee at 1030 hrs. As|
BO ZHRIDRY | IOV  he sakd, he had held services in many places bui it w=s the Tirst time that ona had ?J
’ﬁft?}? a4 /| tuken piae_a ;n_ A tavern. The Tadve has the Ynack of gettiny eveoryone into the swing
AN TWERE Yo 3 of things an!l despite the lack of masic evervone ssngz lustily, There was nothing
1-106! (015/0) E otherwige of interest thouvah many of the t¥oope took thae npn.ortlmity of E;Oing
& ; to HALINES, an smeiani town, noted for s mamificent cathelral,
- SN 81 Avotlier day of ye«t and pesce. Training parades snd inenectinns wers carried
BONHRE TDRF 6 out by all comvenies. *here was an ENSA siow &t FALLITS and & numbor of the troops J/
i =0V | managed 1o see it. PRumrowr ad it that to Div winld soon be moving to the NIJVIGEN é
CTWERD No 4 4| | | 8ectors, #&nd this wag confirmed by Tt ten Simonds the A/50C who spoke %o ell officers
ANTWERP Yo' 3 [ | of the 2nd Cdn Piv at 1000 hre in MIINES. The 0C reviewsd the SO LDD campaign
1:100,000 | | and vevealed that the Canadisn Torces engapged thers had Mlfilled their tasks of
i clearing the paninmula and south side of the estuary by 1 W0V 44. He exvressed
/i the telief th bt the wer could end this vear « i7 the Sermans rade their stend on the
WEST bark of the Riine - where they gquite losicnlly miht do so. Lt San Sironds
also pgove the information thes the v role =vz 4o e e holdinz rather then agsalt-
f ‘Angone foradndefivite: period~The Woo 8l - wos vnususlly interesting and was
[ given acainat & bacr gouns oY 1;’25,936 paos 07 the Weptern front = an 10s nightoare.
i ' /3
[




11, duplicate and
ed to OIC 2nd ¢

ment) are contained in FS IRegs Vol 1.
; 'Tl!zlepagasmﬂ be prepared.

Papge 3
. : B _ Remarks, references
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Appendices and
initials

AT TUR A cool, but bright, clear day. Recce partiee left at noon from &1l uhits for
BORHEIDEN 7 the new sector at NIJVIMEN, The Psosex Scottish Represantitives wore: the (C.0.,
REP - ROV the Doy ﬁqmds of A, B, O, D and Sp Coys, = representative “rom Sige and the 1.0,
ANTVERP No B &4 :l‘he -'t_l:ﬂ" ® orom 24! h:l‘to TL..J."‘ '-"TIT"-r.rI,Ea;-‘“: %a??'bmwm{xvtg;_:g 110 miles fiﬂ-‘.iﬂl&(@ ‘ta.r?gﬁ_«fb__
1.100 000 MR -T_._—TDJ]'T?"nﬂﬂl.TT_' :'?3.?,.—.?'3'.'.?'.:’ s rf’.xﬁ“.’;_"(}a-;,_;_-eﬁ(-?i(ﬁ‘ To BRAVE a few miles BOUTE oFf NTaVIGEN,
¥ - il ine yoad was broad anil sood and janmed with tratfic, In some of the towms, notably :
5 B RTOGEIASCH, wery vrsesntly liberated, thopeople still gerad Bt e wit) curd IS éﬁ
evess 1he couan Bide wasz quite attractive mnd vronerous. In TELNIRG alnost une
damp sed -= tha varnighed, spotless and idesticsl “oors -- were trpical of Dutehn
character. The Peccn eolumn arrivesd at RAVY late in the afternoon and, as it wss
then too darl to see owr new poeitions we sousnt ont billefts for the 1ight, Svery-
cne was soon comforia-ly setlled with the aid of Cant Ron Goods oush and bis
sledygehamer ‘erman and prensred Tor an carly start. In the meartime, the Bn
continued ite ocourse of trainin iy oid resndyvin: Iteel” or the move.

o

AT BOEHTIDEN) WE) ! AT 0930 hrs the Bn recce party arrived at GROBAERTE a svall badly dsma-ad
& 8 - [town some thres kilometres fyom the Serzan homier am 8 kilometres 537 of NLF R:EN.
ENERP fo B ay ‘hera viere the positions of the 7 Hampehdres of 43 7iv. “rom whers we were o take
1:1.00.000 44 overs, .On the right were the 5 Dorsets who we e to ba renluced by thas WILI and
PR e in reserve, the 6 lorsats.
2he Coy positions proved to ba on the Tastern oulskirts of the town ond were _
uneccessivle by fzy av they were uniesr obrervations. The groeund to the Rast of ; J
| 2| FROBEDERE was quite well-built un in flat ground wiiech ended in & yidze just over \4
the German border. To the front, facing FAST, was the REIOANATD and to the resr
high ground, heavily scoded and containin: nany reads and tracks.

N of the 7 Yampshires was in & cellar in the centreos town. This In rroved
%0 be moit helpTul an' handed over evervthing availnble = nost of the changeovy
bel g made in quite a profess)onal manner. Tha front was annarsntly very quiet,
|activity being restricted to patrolling nd ot voyy g -ressive petrollins at that.
| It woe m ree’ that the changeover pould tate piece on the ni hi 9/10 NOV 44,
| The Bn ) ed off Swom BOUHIINES at 2050 hre of a verv black nisht. Zha 7 days -
' [rest had affeczed a great chanze an’ had hesn ror- than welcome. Reinforconents
' . [nad brought the stren th virtually un to WE and new equipment hac replaces the
;} | [large swount lost fin the SC-RBIDD canpaiomn, P/
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AT o The Dn arrived at the dispersal peint at GRAVN at about 0730 hrs, were met
GROESBEEK 3 {here by the upit wiides apd led == the Bn concentration area which was on a mud
REW oV voad in the midst of heavily wooded country abhout a mile WEST of ZROUSHEEX, The
FROBINEEL {4 frip up had been a long, tiresome one and the weather, on arrival, made fThings a
Fo 12 1% 1ittle more unavtraciive, as it was raining and colds After an all adny walt, the Bn
1/25,000 noved into position atm":ing with "A" Coy at 1700 hrs. The change wos mede without
neident and in very efficient fashion, due largely to the mamer in phich the ff
rires had arrsnged things,, By 2235 all Coys wera and contact had been made g
ith the 82 US Airborme Division on the left, The Bde was deployed with the RILI
ght pnd forward, the Essex Scottish left and forward and the MWL in reserve. The
:gseyve Bn position was HOD a very stiractive one as the RRC wmas in the woods and
4 1ittle shelter,; So, for the Tirst time the Bn. took a new role = that of waiting
sbined with mctive petrolling,
%’&IE#BHKK (88 The weather had ¢lsared and observation was very zood. There was 8 little
R £ 0 helling of the Pn pogitions tering the early morning, but aetivity was very restrict- -
IROESHERE Eﬁv d and, Tor the mnst part consisted of msking our cellar dwelling more comfortable.
i;o 12 T - Bnglish troops had lived in the varicus buildings for a momth or more but had J
1/25. 000 imde few local improvements, YROESEREK had been gone over pratiy thoroughly but §
e here was plenty of chairs, carpets, ete, foy our new home. The Bn disposition, at
nis time, showed "A" Coy on the rirht, °D" Coy, next, straddling the railwey track
thich ran EAST and WEST? throush the town, Fext came "0" Coy &nd on the left "B" (oy.
liis u#et-np, not entively satisfactory to Col PFangman, was lster changed, The town
£ GROESREER, once a pleas=smt holiday plece hné been badly damacsed, scarcely a
cuse rempaining intact, The only simms of hebitation were a fow goats and sheep,
jhich wondered simleesly around,
QT et K BAT Daring the nisght 7 patrols were sont ont nost of them for recopjaissance
.33“5"?3“ 11 purposes, as it was found that 1ittle was lmown of the enemy alon: the Bde front, é{
E"‘- 4 - JHQV ji:ny of them 41d not mare contact with the enemy, but one patrol set off some mines |
GROESBEFK a4 d suffered 4 cheualties, 21l of whom were broucht back to the lines. The mines
lio 12 in the arsa were quite a penace as no one sopmad to have a very clear idea of whare
1/25,000 ; . .
/5
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Allied mines were and none st all of the enemy fields. Tha day was given over to
maaning OPs, adjusting fire fasks nnd weneyally tishiening up the defsnces. A Coy /
Comds meeting (which was to becone 5 galily affair) was held at 3. The American éﬁﬂ
82 Para Div on our left, staged & ruisy damonstratisn at 1100 e, throwing everything
they had at the Jerman fto ghow his that 1014<18 had not been forgotten,
A SUN Fatrols during the nisht revoried naling eontact in ore instasce only. Some
SROBCRRER 12 excitement was csused by an enemy patrol which wmendersd into 'A! Coy lines - gllegedly
REF v gave the countersign correctly ~ then lost its nerve and ran. Visibility wes very JJ
GROBIBEEK 44 poor during the day and 1itils could be seer fro~ the NPa. uring the evening ths
o 12 §W 5rd Can Div took over from the 82 U3 Airbomme and at 2345 hrs, '@' Coy reported con-
1/25,000 tact with the Moyal Winnipeg Rifles. There was 1ittle else of interest., The enemy
was Quiet excert for sporadic mortering and Zept ot of view very well.
AL . O A rainy, foz:v Tondsy. Patrols again were active and made contact with the
sRCESERET 13 enomy. A ,Fj Ooy ratrol complete with a Pioneer, checles the minscield repoxrted on
Ro? _ ROV the Cov fromy sné Tound that it consisted of tellerines and probably AP mines be=
FROESBE & 44 hind which the ‘ermsn was duz in on 2 line runrin: Horth and Southe Vieibility was {
Mo 12 nw vary poor during the day and there was little nf interest. Tre chiaf difficultiesa éj
1/25,000 encountered were in keepin : the troops fyom wan erin: around ss activity or movement
invariably brousht down mortar Tirve., OP reports conélisted mostly of the convenient
"gnoke coming out of chi ney" ypee A Friendly oot snlivenad things around BHQ, -
shadow-boxing with all pasuers and wageing a ridiculous tail when patied. ]
AT TUE Our patrols reported little sisrn of enemv activity during the night. Visibility
CROFVSBEEK 1L wag poor egain and there was I1ittle to be seen or heard during the day., A flying g/
REF nov bomb passed over the En arvea at 1030 and rumour Immediately had 1t that it had startds
GROESERER LL within two miles of the srea, thoush thils was not confirmed,
Wo 12 Wi(®) All the talk In the officers' mess centrod on the ides of taking a locomotive
1;_/25..000 statlonary on the tracks nesrby, and gileing it a running start towards

Germany =
loaded with explosives. There were many varietiecs of the 1den, cach a 1ittle more
imaginative than the last.

There was a £ood deal of shelling of the Bn are late in the eveninz but no

casualties wore osuse? ana the activity subsidea before midnieht,

— e = — — —_— —_—= . — e
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AT WED Patrols again had trouble keeping in touch with the enemy, though one German
CGRORSBEEK 15 patrol 414 wander into "A' coy area and was promptly chased out acain, Unfortunately
REF wov no Fils were taken. A "B? Coy patrol got the minefleld on their front pretty well taped
GROESBEEK Ll There was 1little activity during the day and visibility wes agsin poor. The enemy pf
No 120w (®) threw over a number of rocket bombs in the afterncon but saused 11ttle damage, A geod J
1/25,000 sample of rooket Imbedded itself near 'C' Coy HQ and the counter-mortar offlcer at 4 Bd
was Informed ofit., He had been wazlng an enthuslastic campaien to get informetion I
about new German rockets and mortars and hed everyone dashing for eraters as soon ag th
shooting had subsided. '
AT ™0 Patrols during the nisht made contast with the eneny in two instances, but no
GROESEERK 16 damage was inflicted on either side., The Gormans continued to be unaggressive btut ala
REF wov react nervously to our activities.
GRORSBRENE L Vieibility was zood during the morning and the sun shone wnrmly. The sounter
No 12 nw({E) mortar offlcer came and remoyed the rocket in 'C' Coy area, leaving ereatly pleased with &J‘/
1/25,000 his £ind and eradline it in his amms 1ike = prize baby. It proved to be & 2lom rocket

not new but rare and only foun? on vital fronts, _
There was some enemy shellinz during the day and moreps poured in from Coy OPFs,
most of which were doing a zood job with 1ittle enemy movement to work on.
During the evening "C* ana *D' coys exchanzed positions with 'N* assuming the
reserve role.

AT FRY An 'A* Coy patrol unier St Bennett had an interesting 1ittle skirmish with the
GRCESBREK 17 enemy, who opened proceedinms by throwing a grenade which rassed over the whole *A' Coy ]
REF WO patrol., Our patrol returned without ecasunlties and feelins that they had inflicted f?
GROESBEEK L several on the enmemy. Puring the night a deserter, Jolish, came into & Bae lines - the

No 128W(E) first PV taken on the Divisional front - and everyone at Diy TQ wes a-twitter.

1/25,000 The Aay was clear an? Typhoons were busy on our front blasting suspected enemy

locations in a chateau and a church. _
m‘!‘ha ggmm were not very active though thelr mortars were busy around 1800 hrs Toi
a af ¢ De & *
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AT The shell game of now i1Gs thers and now it isn't, continued as patrols had a hard.
GROESBREX time Tindinz the Germana, Visibility was not good during the day and there was little
REF activity until 2200 hrs when rockets started coming over at a great rate. There were
CROESBEEE flares shot up and MG fire from the 3@ Div frent on the left, but, as usual, the sounds
No 12 Mi(E) of strife subsided quickly. [ -
1/25000 This statlc type of warfare is not good for Canadlans. The trcops have been growing éf %
more restless dally and movement in sush a ition is not recomended, However, duc
to the control exerted by Col Pangman and hils soy comis, there was 1ittle trouble on our
front,. :
AT The .Cermans were more aggressive during the night and a 'C' coy patrol under It
GROTSBFEE ggn Chester ran into some trouble, apparently from a roving enemy patrol whish fired and ( J/
EEF NQv withdrew - %o re elsewhere and fire asain. No casualties were suffered. J
CRORSBEEE (%3 . The fay was c¢lear and uneventful though the Arty did succeed iIn setting fires to
Fo 12 WW{E) what appeared to be an enemy ammunition dump. There were many small dumps throughout
1/25000 - the area and in one spot near 'A' Tch - about 1} miles behind the Fn lines, there were
several million rounds of Garm&n small arms ermunition,
It muet be sald that the Yerry was very cagey along the front, He showed himsel?
very little and appearasd at nights in positions which had been unococupled before, to
surprise us. He was apparently quite detormined to defend his country bitterly.
AT " The RALYI finally got the first identification of enemy on the Bde front. :
GROFSEEER 2 Unfortunately the man was dend and his paybook - all the information obtalned - showed ﬁ/
REF i that he belonged to the 107th Regt, g'/ 7
OROESBEEK A aasylieht patrol by 1t CGodin of *C' Coy brousht in useful infm about AU mines
Np. 129 (%) alcng the rallway, There was some slight enemy activity furing the day, thoush the
/25000 eg;;r excitement was caused by 3rd Div WiGs which fired into our lines shortly after
dark,
Ve The Aay was clear, after an uneventful night, & lone enemy plane appeared over the
GROMSBIEX 21 lines an? drorped a couple of bombs near Bde HQ, in the morninsz. The oons soon ﬂ :
gl" - zl» retallated ani drew some ack-ack flre which wass unususl and 2 beering was obtained on g 3
OESBERE : the zun.
Yo 12)1'??(3) An *A' Coy lay-up patrol consistins of Cpl lesoh and Pte Malkoske returned, after

being three days and two nights in the wilderness. They had been given up for lost, /8

o :‘__ - g —_ R — - . —— _'__
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TUE and, in fact, hed been for a time. They brousht back some rood infm bub reported
21 little sizn of enemy movement.
wov Patrols continued to be unsuceessful in obtaining a prisener alonz the entire ﬁf/
Contla Divisional front., This was partly due to the nature of the gountry, but largely due
to the camniness of the Cerfen - who certainly 414 not want to rive ns any infm as
to his strongth in the area, L
AT WED This wa=s a particularly uneventful day. ‘e learned that we were to be replaced
GROESBEEE 22 by 5 Bde on the night of 23 MOV, and received a visit from the CO of the Regt de
REF nov isonneuve, :
GROESBEEK LA A patrol by "' Coy with It Pershaluk in charge ran into trouble, but emerged J ﬁ/
No 12 Wu(R) without ecasualties after the patrol somd had thrown a grenade at a souple of
1/25,000 ambitious Jerries, -
' - The weather continued to be variable, the nights often as clesr as a whistle
and the fays elther clear and sunny or very fdamp and dlsmal,
AT ™o The Bn moved cut of position and into a reserve area dfter another quiet day.
CROBIBEER 23 The chanzeover was effected in efficient fashion, due to careful preparations, but
REF Rnev was marred by & very unfortunate inscident, As 1'5 Fl of "' Coy was moving out ang {é(
CROESEREERE Lk was close to FQ, an enemy mortar bomb landed nearby end caused 17 casualtles = four
fio 12 Mi(x) of which proved to be fatal. The raln an? darkness csused anothoer as the *I' Cpl wag
1/25000 gserionsly injured when hit by a carrier. This was a sad ending to our period in the

line, as scamwalties had been very light prior to this ineident,

: fde reserve arca was at Mook, some 3 kilometres W3W of GROESBEEK, and on
the Eastern bank of the River Meuse. Two coys ("N and *Sp?) becsuse of shertage of
accomodation were on the VEST side of the river close by a pontoon bridge which
replaced the railway bridge destroyed by the Cermans (see 11lustration). The area
was unfer cbservation from further upstream and the enemy oceasionally popred over
shells, just to let us know that he was there, The town of Mook had tairen & bad
pounding and was not the most satisfactory rest area possibtls, but at least we were
not in cellars as we had been at CROVSBERK, s ;
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AT HOCK FRI - The day was cool end cloudy, The bBn started on a syllabus of trg immediately,
Ref 2% though the Tirat ‘ey was given over to reorganization, bath parades, pay parades and
GROESBEEK OV 80 On,
No 12 WW(E) | 44 The En had one duty only - to supply @& gumar? for the pontoon bridge whick,
1/25000 incidentelly, was ssriously threatened by the rising waters of the W USK,
The wick soon had a hall and was putting on shows essh day, In add ition, there
; was a recreational tyuck to NIJMEOIN twice & day for the purpese of visitin: the ‘40(
FHSA elpema there. The oity of NIJIEOEN - g prosperous an? attractive place - had '
been quite badly d=amaged, but was orow’ed with refugees and making a pathetic attempt
. to carry on business as usuael, DPuteh civiliens of the ORDAN DIENST, patrolled the
highways =nd byways in their pecullar helmets and took = great part of the burden of
traffic control and guard Juty off the shoulders of the Allied military authorities,
AT MOOK SAT The day was enlivened by shelling arcund BQ, one piecs of shrapnel passing
REF 25 throuzh a bock iIn the handas of Peter Mark One, the Dutoh Tiajacn Cffr, ot Coy
CROESBEEK NOV eookhouse also caught Tire to oreate some afxe_{tmsnt.
No 12 W(E) | 4% The waters of the VEUSE ocontinued to rise and the pontoon bridge was by now JJ
1/25000 - almost Impassable. A Perry system wes inaugurated and the suezd on the bridge was
respongible for gettling voyazers from the chore to the bridge and from the bridse to
the shore, as the flood waters laepped over both ends,
The coys got well into thelr syllabl, coples of which are appended. The trs
areas were not entirely satisfactory, but there were smeveral ranges which helped
matters alonz.
AT WMOOK SUN This was a cloudy, Alsmal day. 4 church perade was held by Padre Cardy at 0930
EEF 26 hrs, and was appreciated by everyone. _
GROESBEER ROV The weters of the MEUSE continued to rise and vere, by now, almost on the back \49}/
No 12 ™W(R) | 44 doorstep of BHQ, :
1/25000 Trz was carrled on as usual and durine the afternoon there was a good deal of
shellinz of the En area.
Many of the men, influenced, no doubt by the "29 days ti1l Christmas® spirit,
gpent their spare time in tylng up trinkets to be sent home. Wooden clogs appeared
to be the favourites - probably because they were the easlest to cot,
/10
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AT MOOK Mom This was a lovely, orystal clear day, Tre was carried on as usual and there was
REF 27 1little of interest to report. :
GROESBERE NOV The Pivision had not taken a W as yot, which was a porry state of affairs, and
No 12 WW(R) | &4 was deplored on all sides. The Cermans continued to be very cagey, though and taking
1/25¢000 a priscimar was easier on paper than in reality. Sugeestions were numerous, but 4:// '
academic, ; :
) Eecreational transport to NIJVEGEY continued to be popular snd some very sood
f1ins were shown at the Winter Garden there,
AT MOOK TUR A recce party left to look over t..hﬁ 6 Bae area at 1330 hrs. The Essex Scottish
ERP 28 were to replace the South Saskatchewan Regt, at present in reserve. The new area
GROESBFEK nov was lesa than a mile from the rest area in MOOK, so the chanmeover promised to be
Fo m(®) Lk an easy one, ‘¢ \{
1/25000 The trp syllabus was earried on as usual an? had, to date, been successful as
many of the troops were reinforcements an?® were not fully trained,
A Bie Cfficers dsnce 'wns held st the Winter Carden during the evening and 1t
proved to be very popular, :
AT MOOK E Ve learned ithat we were to replace the S55Rs on 1 DEC and preparations for the
REF 29 move were started. Trg contimued with the emphmsis on route marches , 88 the
GROESBEEK NOV prolon-ed staflc warfare tended to soften evervone e Q’ {
Vo 12 BWIE) | 4% Some fine rumoura permeated the atmosrhere, best of them belng thet one of the
1/25000 6 Bde Pns hai been shoved back 2000 vis bg_la gounter attack (which would have placed
them in the centre of the MEUSE river). other had it that suleidal Cermans in
rubber bathing sults and carryine explosives hed blown up the bridgze at GRAVE
Rumeur fortunstely, invariably ewxagrerates the initiative of the enemy.
AT MOOK THU The month ran to a peaceful conclusion with a qulet, warm day. It had been the
EEF 30 easiest month that the Essex Scottlsh had passed since 6 dUL, A weel of rest - two
GROESBLER Nov weeks of «tatie warfare an? & week of trz had been both welcome and boring. It was
No 12 WW(E) | &4 true that to the South the Cermans were slowly being pushed back, but in the Gin area
1/25000 it seemed that the war would never end - and certainly not until we were asked %o

adopt a more dynanisc role.
/1
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/.
THU There was 1ittle of interest during the day = trg, preparations for the move ?éj
I%gv and movies, together with a very slight amount of enemy shelling,
by |
ContTa %
(7.E.C, PANGMAN) It Col,
Command ing Officer
1st Bn, ESSEX SCOFTISH RECLUENT,




