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Summary of Events and Information 

he preparation for the attack on the RI ' :1;JALD Do ~encca had 
try "All Hall Broke Loose" crisply doscribes the thund

aoftened the resistance of the cneny for tho attckin 
tack was a cool grny one ond the air of quiet confidence 
pa was very inspiring. In spite of aODe shelling of 
l' tho terrific bai lof steel shells and rocket project1les 

directed against Jerry, the battalion was an enttus1oat1c audience for thu nhow which 
developed durine tho day pre~ty much according to plan. At : i t ,ht 'I>' coy provided a 
covcr1~ party of two scct:'.ons for D'!~llsh sappers, otherwise there was very l1ttl 
activity on our own part. The war waa rooving paot us. 

The weathor wns not designed to assist tho operation in balld. It rained heavily 
nnd visibility was poor. In spite of great offorto on tho part ot the ~ineers to 
turn t1•acks into roads, they could not do away with the mud and trnftic movement became 

real problem . The Battalion spont tbe day strct~hing it's lees after a long seeaion 
in slit tranches. ie could not leave the area, nof becnuso of' operut1onal co:no1ttments 
but rather because there W'ls no road space available totroops not 1.cmediately concerned 
v1th the attack. An informnl patrol f'rc::i. 'C 1 coy 1nvesti£,at1ng oOt'lo w1•ecked gliders 

mines and three soldiers were injured. Contact patrols gore no longer 
rir.ade - norc:al security IJUBrda beinc caintained in sub - Unit Areao. 

he weather follov;ed the previo. o days forecnot - cloudy with 
and ahO'llers. News of tho advance uns ea~orly awaited when the hourly 
rolled aro·md. Hews of the advance cace re,;ularly, however. At 0930 hrs 
from B1•1Gade to concentrate as prov1ously planned. Thla,beinJ interpret 
scurrying for available nee r:::iodat1on 1n or nonr OR0~'3B:-'RP:. ost of th 

ed to squeeze into buildings which after n little hasty pntchtns kept 
unit dry . The Payt!!Qster and the Vt"CA arrived in tho battalion area to a 
respective "confortsn to -·ne and all. 
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ln tho m.,rnin._, Cs.pt. Murphy held an RC Church Parade fo1• the battul1on at the 
Chapel in the Ponestn1•y in GRO"SB'.?EK which in the first two weeks of Novecber had 
housed our RAP. 7he first word of t1"e cove caco u 'L th a notif\cat!.on fror.i Br i gade of 
a meet1.n,; for the C .o. at 1400 hrs. W•. lcono news w .s tl1e call for an '/\. 1 Reece at 
143v hrs - definitely a problem of quart.ersnot operations to be solved n t tho c ement 
News over the radio l'eported s10'l1 steady progress r.1.U. two BrlgodoB in CJ,~. r,arly 
in the eveninu we were told to be prepared for n cove on one hours n :-tice nfter 
1::,00 hrs, 12 

The day was wet and miserable and pnckinG for the expected 1.iove was a real job. 
demonatrat1 onof tank hunting wa : acl:eduled tor 1400 hra but our own o~'!'icora l.111ss 

ed t 1s on the CO's receipt of word to move . "he i::iove was a d ! :ffl:ct:.lt one because 
of the dense vehicle traffic but by 161!"> .-,rs everyone had arrived in •n JJ'!:!ClF.l' to 
:find indoor nccomr.1odation in a Blocl< of l)\:.tch Barracks. 'C I coy and HHQ found billet 
and Tac UQ wns set up ot lffi 70?614 . 

The weather wao clear ~nd mild and tre paved streets were n pleasant change fro 
the muddy trails of GRO--~BEEK. The W1it took tris breathin, spell as o.n opportu· 1 1ty 
to do vehicle nnd other mnihtenance, to GOt cl~aned up and to tidy nwa~ aoce of the 
paper work that had been accumulating._ ~he vt!CA sl,cmed movios which included a shor 
atrip of Padre, Joe Cardy' s Ho~ mental concert Party which awakened cany a memory of 
a good evenings fun at ChrtatmD.s time . Subject to the Cur:fe,1 roatr1ct1ons troops 
were allowed tre eve:- ln0 to themselves to f!.nd the a-0Us "IT" Hamburt,er Stand and 
othe1• &lllllDemen B • 

Another clear m ld day dawned and tlrere w _re now hopea rnised ttmt oprin~ 111a 
really here . At 093u hrs Brigadier ,-,.?1 . Co.beldor addre.;sed all the officers of thi 

igade reviewing the operation "Vl'l'RITA11Lr." to date and 1ndicatil1G tho poasible rol 
tor the units in tre next phnoe of the battle for the str1p of 'lermany between th 
.ass and Rhine Rivers . A complimtmt passed dov1r, froo t~4,her Authority that wns 

roadi ly accepted was the statement that 1n!'OT'Cl4ticn gleaned by c,ur putrols and OPs 
n t -·.c nreced'nP. months !',ave pr oved oxtret:1oly accuI'ate and had gre!ltly nssisted the 
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Summary of Events and Information 

the D1v1a1ons which passed through us. li'or the o.fficer~ st. Valentine's dny was 
celebrated in considerable splendour. A Mess D1nner was hastily organized by the PUC 
and nn able staff und proved to be a true "fal!lily" affair with the only lwests, nnd 
welcor:!eones, Lt. Cols P.f' . B-SIDJ~ and L.A. DEZrF.L !'rom Divisional lleadquarters. Th 
few toasts were very warmly proposed and replied to 1n similar fashion and everyone 
felt that nieht the stronc bond thnt lies 1n Regimental Affiliation. After tho dinner 
there uas a regrouping or forces nnd n move to a now location for a Hr1P-ade dance • 
an unqualified success. 

Tho fnir spell of weather ended and a mild fo~y day with ~oor visibility seee
ed to be in keeping with the reaction to tho two parties the night before. Thir~y 
o frs attended an LCA Domonstrntion at the Power House at rr:r.nr.wm. Training pro rams 
wore designed r.n'nly to harden the tr _ops after the long period of relative inactivity 
An '0' Group at 4 Brigade at 1330 hra nnd the assembly or an 'A' Reece Group at 1400 
hrs headed for CL!':>,"F. got us all dc,;tn to serious business again, and at the co•s 1 0 1 

Group at 1445 hrs the general intention or the 2nd D1v 1s1cn and our likely role was 
unfolded . Late in the evening crune details of tho move which was to be done embussed 
by using the ta. ks, u•ty vehicles and other r:ieano of transportat1c:n within the Brigod 
lroup with,mt resorting to TCVa . 

On a clo1dy dn: with poor v1sib ' l1ty the co•s orders gro :p nsser.ibled at 0850 hrs 
to get the final details of the move . At 0930 hrs the marching tps were on thelr way 
to vehicles or the 4th Fd Regt and hnd crossed the 8de s . P. by c1d-dny. The weather 
had turned benuti.f11lly clear and the route of BHQ through UOOX, alI:lost to Gl.;?rnJ.;P, 
across the German frontier , throught the RE!Crr::AI.o into CL,..,VP. was an 1.ntercsting on.,. 

e f'1rst and laot 1npression we got of c::rvn: wao 1t•s utter dost.ruction as if a 
tempest had swept over the city leav1nc an ashy wnke. Basements in ~.nny of the bu1ld-
1nss remained 1.ntact and we were quick to note the strong retnt'orcee concrete coil1nge 
or their \llldergr.rund rooms and systems of the mouse - holing buildings !'rom one end of 
the block to the other . BT-TQ was at 894563 . An •r• Gr-oup called at Bl•igade t1ns late 
in startinf. and the broad plan for a Bricade a t tack on t he high ground s:~., s. and 
of CAI.CAR was ~nssed on to commanders of sub-t'"n~ts and Supportin,;: Arms about 23::,5 hrs . 
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At 0630 hl•a final tim'ngs were 1ssuod for the v.ttncl~ and Just beofre llOO hr 
the bn moved off to an nssecbly area betweon CLlWE and CAI.CAR• At 1100 hrs and 
1 0 1 Group at Brigade HQ set 'H' Hour at 1500 hrs. By 1200 hrs tho battlion had 
reached the Aosembly Area nnd deployed. At 1350 hrs word was i.;iven that tho time 
for the attack had been delayed. ? Rri~ade ~as given the job to fire up the Brigade 
start Point before our a~tack wus launched. soce shells landed in the area and two 
men of 1D' coy were slightly wounded. Othernise, there was nothing of note and much 
of the idle t•me "'as spent luckint; feathers and C!!rvins steaks froo the local 
poultry and live stock. 

he '11eather was mild but very foci.;Y and miserable ana the te::,porary acco=odat -
1on in du. outs and slit trenchoa required n little lmprovement. Forth most part 
tho day 1t was waiting, witll Otilr1ts high. At 11mo Jlrs a conference at Brigade Tac 

called the attack oft for that day . This 1nf'arz:mt1on was passed on to Sub-~"nits 
and Supporting Arms at 133J hrs . In the afternoon tho 43rd Division wont into ooce. 
In the evening an '0' Group at Brigade J!nin RQ in CT,T"VR brou0ht :forth a modified plan 
of the attack on limited objoot1ves farther to the south than had been org1nally plan
ned. ~uch of the or1~1nal plan held, but conpnny com:iandor had a detailed d1ncusa1on 
of tl:le now operation which left everyone planned with the method and confident of 
success. 

The rn,rning dawned cloudy and cild . Proparat1ons were cO!!!pleted and 
hrs the Battalion l!IOVed off for the at tac·. Following a rollit1G barrage were 'A' and 
1B' r.oya in Kangaroos and 'C' and 'D 1 coya on foot to clear the ground once the 
had passed over. 'H' Hour ~as 1200 hrs. Tho roocontu~ of the drive carried the 
ing cor:pan1es near 1:.ho1r object1.ves . They dist:1ountod and fought on foot under a heavy 
ha11 of nhrapnol und BI!Ulll .rms fire. Casualt1es wore fairly heavy - partlcul9rly 
a:cong the officers . Ma.1or C'"'NJ''Pl, r;ajorllACDO!U,LD u_nd Cnpt. ADMl'3, too 'R' Coy FOO 
were a::ong the wo-unded earl:," in the buttlo and thi'lt'-rt difficult to ca1nta1n 'D' and 
'C' coys as effective fighting units. About three o'clock enemy attacks be0an for the 
rest or the day and the weight or the tu~kn and infantry lounchod repeatedly on our 
front roquirod the best efforts and courni:e of the hit~he:it 
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order to na!,r tain the position. Con::unications 
bOjGCd in the soft mud , caaualties were difficult to ovncuat 
arounit1on could not 8Ct up where they were required . Darkness fell nnd t 
of the ene:v cont!nuod . Bn.H . Q .• noved into a group of buildin~ which 
surrounded and do!'.loliahed by tanks . The epic Aspect of the story of t 
!illec the colUl!lns o:f. Toro"lto· and w~ndsor newspapers. A~or T.'!idnig'-_t 
between the renr link and Tac HQ wont out and for hours mothing wao known of the 

Com::-:andirl6 t;roup and l!IUCh wao tenred for it ' s safety . , ,., Coy held on 
o it's tn-ound though this wns not known until loter because of Poor 

put on a show of it's onn and the exploits 
out a!!!On8 the ma•~y brnve deods that day . 

to see how the battle was ::oing l'aj . Steole received a bullet wound 
on and was evacuatetl only after hie drive 

nea to pcraonal. y aieposc of all Gennnns who wistted to 1.nte 
jor STEEL!'. out . 

The early hours of the ':orninn were -:r1m ones . Isol.ated c 
on , sh 
.nd lncldn.: t!--c mmoort o~ the anti tnnk r.onoons w1tti whl.C?l to 

ta 
ro 

nd severe cnsuoltics on both sides . The re~orts to Bdn Ii~ we 
had not been heard o~ sir.ce l:'lidnight and the Royal Resinent wns 
the pasitions it had or1-:inally occup:l,.cd . About OrOO ~rs th 
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and re - equip t~o. 
ill and hio staff returned to 
after relief by a equndron 

nd a sw•vey f casualties 
dinte plans to 1•erit th, 

elenguo1•ed h 
ftor a vis1 
bnttltt he 
cnsunlt1os 
to fiLht 

''D' coy 
and of 

runlts the battalion ro!Jl11ned fi 
including atout 50 all ranks fr 
P.A. CROPP went out under the c 
the ground. 

l.3 offtcers and nbout 255 other 
oveninc,; a com oslte cc::pany 

20 .fra:m 'C' Coy under Capt. 
nt;then that unit on 

t 0300 hrn 'A' coy under Major K.r. . !U\C l ''l'Yil?. and Lt11. M" MILLAf1 and 
rmmLL returned .frOI:1 what vm13 thou,;h to be tho lnr.d or the missin;_ ;. There was 

;reat Jubilation nnd ns the otories cnroe out it bocar,ie evident thnt 'A' coy•s stanQ 
"Because n.l order ho.d been received by them to w1thdrnw", had left them holding the 
battalion front with thirty five men and several wounded. !lll their deeds or valo 
cnn never be 1•ec01•ded but aach man came out, after noa1,1y two days of close un-
st.pported conbat wtth the enez:ty, a veteran. he 1<onthe1' was bright and steps 
ent ahead t.o reinrorce and refit each cOClpany. rnemy a trcrn.ft appeared for th 

first t1mo in r::any dnys anJ banbs wore dl• ppetl 1n the Llln lines behtnd us. Just 
beflor e lunch the C .o. went to a neeting at Bde T!Q and announced to the of'ficors 
n.ftorwards that the job of beco.;1i11G fi"b for tne line again would permit no delay. 
At 1400 hrs Reece Pn1•tios wont into LOU!S!.'.NDOnP to rooco n new concentration area 
or rather n ronervo battalion position w1thln the Bdo Area but no rnove t ok plac 
because the s D t_, Gs were stlll 1.n nmne heavv shell and mortar fire in their search 
!'or Company Billets. Lete1• ~n the artornoon the C ,0. e.ddI•essed the battalion en 

aae speak1ne: with thu utmost confidence of ot.1• :.:" 11turo anj prtti 
Battalion ~ho .fot.;:ht so v10ll and hard to acco;-upl1sh the defeat o 
last battle . 

At an '01 Gp at 
Area were issued and 
Juatbefore lunch t 
956495 . The c 

rs instructions for the bn move up into the LOUIS~?lDOR 
b hro cnrchinc personnel uere ~n the1r way up the road. 
settled itself 1n a .fe.1rly COJ:lfortable building at 
dispersed up the road nonr the church (vhich proved 

be a popular 
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tarttet for Jerry's shells) nnd farther al ;ng 'A' COl?lpany was at 9'73403 to !'111 a gap 
ont and was comt:11tted to contacts with the Royals nnd R.H.L.I. on e i ther 

oon seven w, unded 1:1en were evacuated fro:n 'A' coy•s pos1tiol"1 wit; 
a vhose attentions had been responsible ff'l• kecpinR t 

ee anys a:rter tne battle of the CALCAR - OOCH Hi1:hway ot 
111 coming 1n . The bus1neso of. reorGan1z1ng the battnlio~ meant mnny pr 
tins l!ajors wero F . A. T!LS"Ol! and P . A. CROPP c;,f 'C' t:. 1D 1 Coys, while Li 

and JEFFn'n' were uppo1nted A/Captains and are now 2 1/ca or 1A1 & 'D' Coys 

he woather wns misty and just at dawn tho:r 
particularly or •~ 1 & 1B' Coy areas . Evon out or contact 
were surrcr - ed as direct hits landed on houses occuoied b 
hrs there was a ooet1ng of co::ipnny Cot:mlandors to pa 
and to check on the proi,ress towards fitting tho ibatt'nlio 

ILLAU triok over tho job of r .o. for the battalio 
ng a day or two v1a1t1ng Brigade ~ and th 
he daily 1•out1ne. In the arternoon the c. 

nd shelling continued and inflicted mor 
ned by 1 A 1 & 1D 1 Coye endeavoured to.J get s 

were giving the trouble . 

vy 
1n and 
hich 

cut 
et 

an 

The weather was clear. In the A. ''• we established. two o.pa. to observe our 
forward le!'t 1'lank whcib was 1n tho db•ect1on of CALCAR . The nn A:roa was heavily shell 
ed and mortared from CALCAR region - fifteen or more SJr'LRPPS "Dere :•oce1ved and passed 
to highrJr 1'orinat1on and wore the ba -!1!'! for retallintion shoots by the l&th Pield flegt. 
Ene::iy considerably Quieter . The R.R. r . and R. P.L.I . were counter attacked and our 

a . A cov Ccod's '0' Cr•oup waa~~eoa 
to leave.· The R. H. L.I. took ni . t1matet 

tl. et e h1r8 , ,r !'1 ls : a ea Cl Qs the counter attack was notlti •~uu:re rum an 
received a street address 42J2 Cleve St, CL 
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Nenr CALCAR 
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25 
eb 

45 

26 
Feb 
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27 
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45 
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A sunny ctay for a chango ,,'th n Urht riist . 3tortlin1:; ncns arrived thnt certn:lln 
key roods would be closed to all ..>ur traf.fic between 1900 J:,rs, 25 Pot: to 1800 hrs, 

6 Feb 45. At 1130 hrs the CO proceeded to Rue nnd -on 1-eturn called a 1EALLS 1 for 
1330 hrs, to diacusn oporatior BLOCKBUSTER and our role in lt. Also, an L.O. 
fron the Argyl and Sutherland Hibn~undera joined us to keep us ·n direct contact 

i th his unit . During the niaht the R.~i. L,I. were severely counter attacked, h 
ever this attack v1as repulsed and our friends secured prisoners fror.i 16th ?eg1ment 

f tho 6th Pnnzor Div. 

Th1o co ning at 0{:IOIJ hra we received ordors fro 
aron wit)iout transport which would bo ordered up later . The r.o. and the I.O, pre
ceded to Bdo who were situated ut R, H,L,I. Tue fer the purpose of being in intiI!ID.te 
contact with event • 'i'he Argyl nnd qutherland attack which had progressed rapidly 
in t e r.1ornini3 baa slowed dO'lln oorr1ev.'1nt and caused a ciolay in our movo. In the 
eantimo the c.o . ordered up the pioneers in the absence of tho n.~.~. t~ re~ove rnin 

es along the road s.E. frori and th?>ough New Louiaendorf. hls,i the P1oneor Section 
(Traffic control section) cace up t net as ut-1idcs into the 'tow 11.rea. At l6bv hrs 
the vehicles were ordered up and a te.-..:porary TAC H~ was set up ,n 1 C1 coy•s old area 
he coys 1 hod du.:; along the rood 111th 'A' Coy lending an,i we rcr.m•red there untll 
U55 hrs and then began to rnove up . At 001~ hrs "e had taken over from Areyl and 

suthorland 1 s and TAC H-l wns sent up in the new posit•on. A lot of difficulties 
woro suffered due to 'P I P.cholon vehicles and support coy bo ~:t:ini; down on the 
muddy trails to ' our new poliition . TAC H,l ans burning ani 1·1.nnlly control ,1as eat 
nblished enough to allow tho bns 'ment to be occupied - however 1 t continued to 
scolder for the 1•emainder of our stay nnd the roof hcmever nannged ':o otny eroct . 
Hero we discovered a •knocked out 1 !!ark IV enemy tnnlt in the gardon of our building 
also a 80cm was found in £OOd condition plus p~enty of 8.['1I:!Un1t1on . 

During the night 110 had been ma1ntnin1nr; conatanti patrol between 01r- coys as 
well as our friends in lffiPPEL'lli, the n.1 . Rs. 1 • At 1000 hra tho c. , . went to Bde 
and on return called ' BALLS ' at l4lb to dlscuss regt phnso of the o,,ernt1on which 

s to to.kc our Bde to the HOCI!' ALD . Dur1nb the duy the R. R.cs . coved forward 

"'11 

W1 
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Summary of Events and Information 

undor s::mll ersm resistnnce to secure our start lino. 
rel1evod 1 D I Coy of the RHLI in orde1• to make firm the 
at this time being harrassed by high velocity weapons, 
ere appnre tly coming frot:1 the HOC'ff....,ALD. Patrol was 

Durin~ the day our 'A' coy 
left !"lnnk. "'he RRCs wore 
morta1•s and sni·iers which 

1ntn1ned as be~fore. 

The weather was clear nnd a ,;ood day tor the Tac Air Arm. The C. • • again 
proceeded to Bde for an '0' Gro1,;p - time 0930 hro. On returning cm 1 0 1 Group was 
ordered at 1430 hr:i YJhore we d!.scussed our operations for the at;tack on the QQCl

t 1830 hrs an '0' Group was again called to put coy r,omds in the latest picture. 
Around 2000 hl•s we moved off 1111th 'A' coy leading and 1D1 coy 't;e' .ind taking the 

LD 

right axis o.f the advance. On the left was 'B I coy leading w itb 1 C I coy behind. At 
.2100 hrs 'A' l( 'F' coys were. both plnss1ng the start line. "'hey ~oved for\1ard ard 
attained their objectives with very little opposition anJ pa sod beyond jQO yds 
here both forward coys began to run nto heavy mortar fire nn1 snall armi. ''ev 

casualties were sufrerod, rnostly leg woi:nds. 1B1 coy a',tained their second objectiv 
while 'A' coy experienced more di ·riculity however with use of .fla~e and 6 pdrs were 
able to consoiidotc on objective. At 0240 hrs 'IP coy as instructocl sent out a 
Reece 1n .force t edge of the HQ~f:--;ALD and reported wire and trench system covered 
with W.:!G o.nd mortar fire. This sub-unit had to withdraw. Around 0400 hrs we Lot 
the result of 'A' coyta patrol who reported enemy in strength 200 yds ahead. Tac 

oved to a new location in D'<'L~,A1'TIOF with the exception of Hear BH~, about 1000 
yds n of l.!OC1!l"'ALD. At Of>OO hrs an 1 0 1 oroup was to have been called for all coys, 
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but 1A' l:: 1D' coys were not able to attend. The plan then was to hnvo 10' & 1 C1 

Uoys move through ,.-,, & 'D' Coys suv 01•tod by one troop of tanks (Sherbrooke Fusilietjs) 
and ru•t1llery. lli' nour was set at 07U, hrs but due to 1•oad conuitlons l1u1•0 111~ 
set back to zero plus 30 in rder to t~et tunks cr•o.Js into pqaj.tiun • 

In the '"iold 
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Officer Comr.iandl ng, 
THE -:S'3EX SCCYI'TI':> m T• 
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