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( f,,'1·<1-~t• hradin() not rrq11irrd) 

Summary of Events and Information 

'The weather f'requent hail or rain showers followed b_y fair periods. ' A' Coy 
trained in Gus, 'J'.O. E. T. and weapon trg. Semaphore signalling, R/T procedure and 
nine .mile routo march. 'B' Coy in Battle Drill and F1elfcraft and P .T. 'C' Coy 
in tho field on coy exercises . 'D' Coy had Batt le Drill and Fieldcraf't, loading 
and unloading of vehicles nnd attended a two lectures on "The Br1t1oh r,ay and Purpose11 

given by H/l!njor G.D. Johnston. Sp Coy specialist training for carrier, pioneer Pls 
with ~ortar Plat Durpham for mortar school. Coy also practiced loading and unloading 
of vehicles . Seventy three Al:levicano leave Essex Scot to transfer to American Army. 
Cinema held at Phoenix Club at 1830 hrs . 

The weather fri,quent shovere with s.w. to Weot wind . Visibility good except ln 
showers . 'A' Coy - Coy exercise on attack. ' B' Coy - l Pl on Island Exercise. 
Rel!JQinder of' coy less duty pl in Battle Drill and Fieldcraft. 'C' Coy trained in 
semophore signalling. T.O. E. T., Battle Drill and F1eldcruft and attended tl'lo lectures 
given by U/li!ajor G.D. Johnston, on British 1:ay c.nd Purpose. 'D' c oy had Battle Drill 
and Fleldcraft and P.T. Sp Coy tra1?1ed in own pl weapons. T. 0 . 8 . 'l'. and Soc.aphore 
signalling. Dance at the y . J.!.C . A. Cant&en at 2000 hrs and Bingo at Victory Canteen 
at 1930 hrs . 

The waether, fair to fine, winds weoterly moderate . Visibility taoderate to 
good. 'A' Coy on coy 'Island' exercise. 'B' Coy on coy exercise on Defence and 
withdraTlal. 1C I Coy trained in Eattle Drill and Pieldcraft, film 11 !-l'ext of fin" at 
0930 hrs at Theatre Royal, Fognor Hegis. 'D• Coy Battle Drill and Fieldcraft, T . O. E. T., 
Semaphore sienalling and fi.lm Jrext oi' Kin. Sp Coy covered Gas, Specialist traini r g, 
film Next of Kin. Bingo and ~uizz at the y.u.c .A. and R.c .o.c . Canteen at 1930 hr s . 

The weather fair to fino with light r.ost to North West winds , visibility good. 
'A' Coy 'Island ' exercise. 'B' Coy trained in route march of nine miles, Dlittle Drill 
and fieldcraft . 'C I Coy on route r!'la1•ch of nine t:dles, Battle Drill o.nd Fieldcraft, 
Loadtng anci unloading of vehicles and lectul'e for o.11 Officers at En.Ji . Q. . Officers' 
ess at 2015 hrs . 1 0 1 Coy route carcheo , Gas nnd r attle Drill and Fioldcraft training. 

Sp Coy had route carch and s pecialist tralnign. CineI:1& et Phoenix Club at 1830 br3. 

The weather, slight local rnln, visibility poor, wind south ~esterly light to 
moderate . 'A' Coy trained in coy exorcise on Defonce and .:ithdrmml. 1D1 Coy 
,&.ttlc Dri'll and fieldcraft, lcct 1•res on thP- flrltish .:o.y ond Purpoue, ~. c .- . " . and 
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Page Two 

Place Date I Hour 

Middleton- $ Feb l43 
on .. Sea 

$ Feb 143 

rt Feb 143 

Summary of Events a.nd Information 

loading and unloading vehicles. 'C' Coy Battle Drill and Fieldcrafc as well as P.T. 
SP Coy trained in own pl weapons and P. T. 'D' Coy was absorbed by the other llJUl 
three rifle cays and Sp Coy with personnel being distributed amongst the companies 
accor ding to needs. In place of 1D1 Coy we now have a 'H• '<t • 1 Coy formed with the 
splitting up of Bn.H.Q. All inter-company postings were effective this date . 
Seventy-one all ranks were effected in the forming of H.Q. Coy from Bn. H.Q. personnel · 
Six other ranks were taken on strength from •ro. 1 C.S.R.U. and posted to H.-i. Coy. 

Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

The C.0. left at 1130 hrs proceeding to Crawley to view a parcel of equipment and 
weapons. At the conclusion of this he went to c.M.H.Q. to attend o.c.T.U. Selection 
Board. Enemy planes bombed 11 Felpha:m and Bognor Regis" at 1405 hrs this afternoon. 
The raid was short but the effects will be felt for some time. Buildings were badly ~ 
damaged and windows in most stores in Bognor were broken. These hit and run raids 
are getting to be a common occurrence these days but are more of a nui1ance than any-
thing else. 

The weather was ver y unsettled with occasiotj.al showers . ' A' , 1B' , 'C', and 1Sp' 
coys trained for one period on close order drill . This was followed by Goy €omda, 
inspect:on of all ranks. A general clean up of weapons and the kit was carried out. 
Pormer ' D' Coy personnel are getting straightened away in their new coys . Bognor is 
placed out of bounds to troops temporarily due to bombing raid early Friday afternoon 
so it looks like a dull week-end for all concerned. Bn is warned of three exercises 
comng in the near future . 'Long Siberia Range' , 'Punch' and ' Elm'. A fourth 1 ~ 
exercise 11Waldorf 11 will be for Q. ·1. only. It looks like a long time indeed. The 0 .C 
and Adjt had been invited to a party at the R. Reg1; . ,c. in L1ttlehampton. In absence 

pf Col . llothersill, Maj or Kennedy and Capt. Lund attended. They had a vey nice time 
~hanks to the RoyalG kind hospitality. 

Weather was rather cold this morning as the Protestant Church Parade moved off to 

;

he shirl of the pipes. All coys 11ere in attendance. R. CJs heard mass at !:liddleton 
hurch Hall. At the Protestant parade n/:,!ajor Johnston gave a forceful and impressive ~ 
eroon. lt is too bad that we shall be losing him to the 5 Div where he becomes Sr. 
haplain. In spite of the regret of officers and other ranks on losing him our con­
ratulations on his appointment go with him. 

lJ 
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Summary of Events and I nformation 

Weather was mlserable1 More rain and sky was very overcast. 'A', 'B', 'C' Coys 
carried out a nine mile route mo.rch dressed in full marching order . Experii:::enta 
with regard to loading of coy storea and equipment on vehicles were tried out. Battl 
Drill and Fieldcraft finished off the day 1s trg. 'HQ' Coy carried out a forced route 
march completing four ciles in 40 mins . Practice loading of stores and of equipment 
~as carried out. rlll ranks participated in P.T. At 1930 hrs a lecture was held in 
Bn.H. ~ . officers' moss for all available bn. of'frs, Capt. Deensmui:r the 2 Cdn Div 
Cla1I:IS offr gave instructions on Road Accident Repo:rts and Claims in general. It 
a very worth while lecture and enlightened something that usually very lettle ls 
known o.b out . 

At daybreak there was a gale blowing which lasted throughout the day but d1m1n1s: 
in velocity as the day went on. ' A' Coy is Duty Ooy for the bn !'or the week. 'B' co: 
carried on T.O.~ . T. during the morning and a~ nine mile route uiarch during the 
afternoon. 'C' Coy carried out with T.O .E. ~ • • Gas trg and P. T. Semaph re signalling 

Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

and aircraft recognition completed the day's trg. ' H~' Coy was occupied with their 
special duties . Sp Cpy had a nine mile route march in the morning and carried out W< 
practice loading and unloading of vehicles durinG the afternoon . Col. ~othersill 
returned from c.u.H.Q. where he had observed the seldection or candidates for o.c.T.U 
fle felt that the alibre of men being recor:m1ended was not as highx as before . Officer 
material has becone limited . 

DW"ing • he mornig the woathor was fine and clear by noon it had started t o rain gi 
again . "B" Coy had an uxer olso in De:fence and 1thdrawal while "C" Coy car ried out 
a river crossing. nr.Q I Coy carried uut their peciul duties while 1Sp' Coy bad 
~ . O.E.T's and an 'nspoction of nll weapons and vehic es. The 'I' section of Bn. N.~. 
car~iod out a three day scheme which afforded pr actice of 'I' work in the field. 
Th. e t!edlcal Section carriaa out two days of special trg in the field . Alecture was YJiR 
held for all offr s at: Chanoes' . C&r>tains Ro11de and Lund , Lieut Cohen, l\dl:l Offr , 
Adjt and .... '• respectivel,· attended a n hdm Conference at Bde to discuss 2 Cdn ..Jiv 
Battle 1S ill Instruction 

lJ 
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Ui ddleton 1 Fti~ 43 ~euther was cloudy with occaslona.l rain dri zzlina. 'B' coy practiced river 
'l"'1\ t>OW'fiCd~ . rosaing with assault boat s and 1~rQ~a methods . 'C ' Coy held an exercise in defence - on• 

Sea d wlt hdrawal . 1 H.Q·. 1 Coy had a short route J.narch in the morning and ti!.T. move of 
115 miles on th~ afternoon . Uedlcal Section ret urned from their exercise late 1n the 

fternoon. A meeting was held at 'Chenees' to discuss •r.erlous Business• . The 
omlng progra:mme of several trg schemes , security and discipline and the shoot at (JI! 

I
LONG SIBPRIA were discussed, All ff6re warned they would have to be prepared to go 
on operatlmnnl basis at anytime they were warned and the unit had to be ready to 

2 Fetl 43 I Clouds and re.in again to- day l Woather has been very bad lately. 1B', 'A' , &. 
Coys prepared for their task of going to the ranges on Saturday morning. Loading 

. nd unloading of f.oy and pl stores was practiced during the afternoon . 'A I Coy 
ompleted their tour or Bn Duty ~oy and turned over to Sp Coy who were to take the 
.uties while other coys went to range . '1,. U . Stores went on Eaerci se Y!ALDCRF and 9f? 
or ked on th sug£,ested Adm layout for the Div . , - , Sec returned from their three . 
.ay exercise at noon. Lights out was at 0830 hrs for all coys due to the i r early 
lse in the m:rnlng to proceed to the ranges . 

3 Feij 45 . I At last a change of weat her . The day was very fine and mild witha slight 
,r eeze blowing f r om the wost. Reveille at 0215 hrs for ' A' • ' B • &: ' C' Coys . A good 

substantial breakfast was served to troops who would have haver sack lunches for 
inner and sup_per. They than proceeded to Bognor Regis station by l:28.rch route and 
oarded train~ for the r anges . Each man had practice* fire of twenty rounds on the 
ifl e . one mag on the Bren }.i . G. Approx 400 men fired on the range though the range 
nd organizati • n was very good. The o.c . and 2 1/c were in at t endance and i:ere well 

l
pleased wi t h the shoot. Lieut. J.s . l!a cLellan, Musketry Officer wns in charge of 
the r ange and everything ran vory smoothly under his able dir ection. At tho conclu s -
ion of the shoot a very tired b unch of men b oarded t he train for home . It had beem Cf 

very l ong day and everyone was anxious to get back to billet and s l eep. The wn. 1 
.rched back f r om Bagnor Reqi station and ar1•ived back in billet at a ,,prox 1830 hrs . ~ 

.- . ~~-- -
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I I I Romm ... ~--Place I Date Hour Summary of Events and Information to Apkta~ cee and 

Middleton 
• on-

Meanwhile En . H.Q. and "Sp11 Coy had done Dn Duties and attended pny parade at 0000 ID'$ · 

14 ~lb 43J Weather wns durk and miserable once more with intercittent showers thoughout Sea 
the day . Everybody relaxing after a hnrd- dayn' work at the range. Cleaning up 
weapons and ehecking of all pnrts orrived, carried out . Y.M.C.A. Canteen opens at 
1430 hrs . A musical programme with Miss Marslwll at the piano was held. 

15 P~b 43 .I ~eather wus cloudy with drizzling rain lasting throughout the day. Much 
cool er. ' A' Coy hod a four mile route march, gas trg, weapon trg, sei::aphore t.. 
sl~nalling. P.T. was done by all ranks consisting of 15 mins of exercise follo~ed 
by 30 min cross country run. 1 B 1 Coy was able to be duty coy to- day, but all 
available personnel carriod out training the samo for 'A' cey. 'C' Ccy folloiit-d 
the sarce syllabus a & d'd ' A' Coy . 'H . • ( had a nine mile route march followed by 
45 nuns of P.T. "Sp" Coif

9
Fafined the sa-ie as 'A' , ' E ' ,. 'C' Ct,ys . Once ogain all 

ranks Yiere warned to be ""' "y.,vrbile walking on public highways. (vide Part I order 
No . 15 dated 15 Feb 43. --UlllOrous accidents involving army personnel have ccurred 
in recent months . 

16 Feb 13. I Weather fa.1r and sky ovcraast . All coys and personnel busy packing and 
loading all kits and equipment in preparation for move orr on bn exercise 'Punch' . 
All brucks , stores and equipment were loaded by 1000 hrs . Dinner was served at 
1100 hrs . Minimum rear party consisting of overage and cedically unfit personnel 
were left behind with Lieut . C.J. rravill as o.c. rear party. The R.H.L. I. took· 
over the defenae of this area . By 1330 hrs the head of the column had past the 
S.P. at junc of Uiddleton and Yapton reads (400198 fef sheet 133 111 to 1 mile) . The 
bn . moved by c.arcb route to res bn area (vide !lovement Order F.xercisc 1 Punch 1 d/15 Fe' 

43) Tho route was over rather hilly countr y and at times it became very strenuous 
for the marching troops . For the first time on an exorcise we were without the A. A. 
pl . for proteetion against hostile aircraft . This was supplied by bren guns 
mounted on bicycles ;ihich moved a long tho colUI:111 stopping at intervals and taldng 
up A.A. defense positions . Each coy had two guns :::iounted in such a manner and the 
idea seer:18d to work quite well . The bn. reached the o.~. (4?8239) at 1730 hrs . 
Everyone seemed uore hungry than tired after tho mnrcJ, and a few sui'fered from bllste: 
feet . Coys dis ,ereed to their areas and took up defensivo positions . h hot meal was 
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Summary of Events and Information 

served at 1930 hrs after which all ranks except those on duty bedded down under the 
stars for- the night. 1 0' Gp was held at 213 hrs and Coy Cot:lds received orders 
after w~ich they returned to their respective coys to relay orders to pl comd. Patro. 
of one sec per coy were active during the night . 

Hevl elle at 0445 hrs and the second day of exersice ' Punch' had started . Every 
body shiver ing with cold and dampness after a night on the •t~rra fercn• . Breakfast 
was serve d at 0515 r r s and equiproont was l oaded back on trucks prior to move off for 
attack . First coy crossed S . P . at 0630 hrs and bn Moved by mnroh route in the same 
order as day previous . By 0?30 hrs carriers had contacted enemy at bridge 461312) and 
the real battle had star ted. The advance was s l owed up considerauly by continuous 
enemy activities . Umpires had several headaches trying to determine those put out of 
action etc . The advance was made by bounds , thl t is the car1•iers which were i'orward 
would go ahead for several hundred yard s take up a position and wait till the coys 
reached their position, then go on ahead for several hundred yards l'l&ro and take up 
another position. 'By this means we advanced to Bignor Hill (41832?) when enemy fire 
held the bn advance up t emporarily. The time was now 1300 hrs . t ack of information 
being relayed caused qui t e n mlx up on tho exercise. It seemed t1nt everyone was 
fighting the enemy on his own and not as a bn. or on unlt . However, we must not 
overlook the fact that this was the first exercise the bn as a whole had b6en on since 
Dieppe . It takes tine for new ~~n to understand all things necessary to make these 
exercises a success. Thus it was that after a couple of unsuccessful attempts to 
ca pture the objective Far m Hill (395340) the final a ttack was postponed till the 
fbl lowing day. lhe bn e nce again bedded down for the night on the downs a:rter a good 
hot supper had been served. Patrols and guard~ were posted and the re~lnder settled 
down for a we l l ea rned r est . 

Another early revtelle and a quick l i ght breakfast befcre we pushed offto 
capture the .final objective at firs t li~ t, Farm Hill . At 0810 hrs i.;he c.o~ reported 
a s uccessful atta ck and consolida tion•. \'.'o had att ained our final objective and 

Rem arks, references 
to Appendicee and 

initials 

ljf 

then r e ceived order s to wi t hdr h• • ·t was during th~ withdrawal that the orderto 
cease flr e caee a t 1100 hrs . The bn then returned to the asseobly a1•ea (:i . L424;,10) I~) 
r ef sheet 133 , lin to l mi . Hot tea was ser ved t 1130 hrs with the haversack l unch 
The bn then set out for return to bi l let . By 1800 hts everyone was back in billets 
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Middleton 
d,~~1-.•M. 

again and ready f or a good wash and clean up. In this exerc lse r.e the lucky 
-on• 
Sea 

9 Febl 43. 

breaks in r · gard to bivouacks and washing up accolllI!lodationa. Cor.se~uontly everyone 
needed plenty of soap and water on r•eturn. But first of ~tl tr·LJ.cks had to be un­
loaded and $quipment stored away. Offico,s hau to bet' £ i et back into shape to 
continue their routine ; 101•k . This packing and unpackin0 is th6 big headache on all 
these exercises . It is amazing that wehn we finally push off we have mnnaged to take 
e ..-erything we need, with uu . The :main ledson learned froM tho eE.ordlse was that inte: 
communicat:on and passing of messages ar most noces ary in the factor of enabling 
us to st~ as n formidable rorce. This was brought out very well durins the exercise! 
~ ' gs found thnt there new 38 sets did n vt stand the pace at all . Apparantly the 
batteries have not a very long life for they were running low continually and they 
would not hold their fre~uency . It is too bad they are not more servicable because t: 
there is no set.quite so easy to operate and anyone can operate it after very lit~le 
instruction. 

Wonther was very mild with plenty of su..~shine and vory little win4. 'A', 1 B' 
& ' C I Coys \1ent on a ninE:: mile Poute marbh with f i.11 march' ng order. This was follow-1 

ed by Gas Trg • . The trg consisted of respirator drill, personal decontamination and 
decontar:rl.nn~ion of weapoms . P.T. with 15 mins of exercises and a 30 min Cross Countr: 
run helped to got log and shoul der muscles into shape. Weapon trg ~nd semaphore 
signalling completed a very busy day for nll coys. 'E. • ..,. 1 Coy nnd Bn.H • ..,. ca.rried out 
gas brg and P.T. as for other coys. Reece parties consisting of 2 i/c Coy. c.~.u., 
~.u. and guides le.ft '!:or recce ,ir area ror Ex, rc1se "-SL!.111 

• at l;:530 hrs . The purpose o 
of recce was to determined the best route and to GMlke the dispositions of' coys . 1•heso 
were found and established. ' 

0 Feb! 4J . !weather • ~s still very mild but the sun baa once again disappeaned. !oderate wind blo 
blowing from the south west. 'A'. 'B', 1C', 1 H.Q.~ and Sp Crnrs had ono period of ~ h 

,, -~ .1_'1/."'?~'?C._ ... -

~ 
close order drillw1th an 1nspect1.on by Coy Comds, of arms and equipment . ll~in~ o 
weapons and chock of all kit was carr ed out •. Al~ store s and coy offices were busy {Mff") 
storing and packing excess e :juinment •• ph&t:1Phlets , books etc, p1•ior to moveeoff on ~ 

lJ 
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on Exercise ' ELM' . R . Q. .:tores had a busy time getting all equip1t1ent into shape 
for the move . ~hese Exercises have given the &n plenty of practice in loading store 
and when we flnnlly receive word that we are going into operations this Sn will 
certainly be ready in shont order . ~ord was received to-day that all re imental 
accounto nere to be closed as of 0001 hrs, 22 Leb 43. l'lor-a work . Bn vehicles 
are to- day s ~orting a brand new number 57 which has replaced the old 55 . lt seems a 
llttle strange at that ; we are now 57 and not ~bas we have been in the past. This 
is something that should havo been changed l ong a go but no one gave it a thought . 
As j unior ~n of the Bde~ this (57) should have been our number. One r.w.n is quite ~ 
proud of himsel fl to- day and he is the dental office~. He is now the proud possessor 
of a Dental Truck and quite an elaboDnte affair it is t oo. 

~l Fe~ 43. I Plenty of excitement this morniUB as last nrl,nute packing is completed . ~n is 
proceeding to assembly area in two separate blocks . The transport coln crossed the 
S . P. Yiddleton & Ya pton roads (V.R.409190) 8J) 0843 hrs . Transport to area duet~ 
scarcity of petrol wns pr actically nil as tho J:lllrching t r oops were th1s tlrne really 
mrohing. The t roops crossed the s.P. at 0904 rs . By 1515 hrs transport coln had 
establi:;hed H. ~ . at 'f.R.511397 ref 1118.P sheet , 1 i n to l mi. r.:archinr, coln r oached th 
assemlly area at 1600 hrs . Everyone was in good shape a l though a little tired. Supp r 
wa s saved at 1730 hrs . Bn . H.Q. had secur ed· a good b:llet for the night in the old ea ~ 
stle thanks to the recce pa~ty of the day. At 2000 hrs n 'C' Gp conference was held 
at B . H.~. {l.ffi . 51138? ref sheet, 133, l in to l mi . ), and c ouy comds were briefed r e - . \ 
gnr ding the exeDcise. Guards were posted and th, first night of Exercise 'F.LU'• 
pa ssed quietly. 

~2 Fe~ 43. I The day wa s .mi l d and clear with ver y little wind b l owing. 1\veryone had a good nights 
rest and wer e r eady f er wha tever the next day might br ing . The bn was in reser ve 
t hroughout the day, nod naturally had ve1>y 11 ttl e to do . assages came por· ng in 
telling how our f orward t roops were fairing with the enemy. The Bn waited most of 
t he day f or the movement order which came at approx 1639 hr s . A hot supper was ser ver. 
at 1?00 brs aft er which t he trucks were loaded prior to moving off to a new position r.1{) 
The bn noved by march route with 'A' Coy l eading. cr ossing the Bde sta~~ing point at 'JH) 

11 
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Middleton 
on• 

ta3 Fe~ 43 . I The day wan mild and clear with vary little ~ind blor.ing. Everyone had a good! 
nights' rest and were ready for whatever came along the next day . Th~ ~n was in. a . 
reserve position nnd naturally had very l ittle to do. Uessages cume pouring through­
out tho dsy. At 0100 hrs an 10' Gp mor.ting was held at Bde with the c.o •• r.o. and 

Sea 

~4 Fe1) 43 . 

2 i/c at t ending. orders were issued for the attack which was to take Jlace to-day. 
Reveille ■as nt 0530 hrs . 1 0 1 Gp conference was hold at 0600 bra and eoy €omds had 
their orders issued to thea, on the days' plilll. Trucks were packed and the in was 
ready to ~ove off at 0700 hrs. The Sn moved to a new concentration area by ma.rch 
route '1'7ith ' A' Coy in the lead. Sh1rtly af'ter flUching the new :;ren the cease fire 
was given and the forward bns had reached tho1r oblJective , anJ the vra.r was ovor. 
The Essex Scot had not made contact with the enern;, durinu the exercise but while they 
were in roserve they were r ady for an activ, job at all times . Shortly after the 
'Cease P1re 1 th~ bn made :t.ts way back to the concentration area thtiy had left earlier 
that same morn!ng. Tea was served with tho haversack lunches after which the bn mov• 
ed off for ~1ddleton and billets . Transport moved as a serparate block from the 
m arching troops and ari·ivod at 1400 hrs . Trucks were unloaded and then returned to 
pick up the marching personnil. By 1800 hrs all were back in billet area~ The ~est 
Nova Scotia Roc't was relieved of All dut!os and by sundown all duties, guards , 
pickets and patrols etc were being carried out by our own bn again. I t had been a I 
pret ty tough three days, there was n :~•1r x 60 miles of marching done lJy the men. 
Evoryone \'HIS pretty tired and the warr; billets and a paliasses did a man I s heart good fiJR. 

Weather t o-day was excellant with a wnrm mid• sun:i=ier sun beating down and a 
soft br eeze , blowing off the channel. Al l c oys were having a busy day vleaning up 
their equipment and s t raightening things ar ound in general. 1B1BOop was l3n dut y coy. 
H. C. A.F. personnel who been attached to bn for ten days r eturned to their stations . 
Three officers and five sergeants had spen t the last two days learning a little of 
life and way in the army. All of them t horoughly onj oy~d their experiences and some 
even had e. desir e to transfer tb the nl'?:ly• in particularly the Essex Scottish Regimeni . 
They had been on both exe rcise 'PUNCH & ELY' and ha d roughed it with our boys and 
enjoyed it. Alrea dy t he bn is being prepared for exercise 1 SPJ\RTON 1 which is to take 
place vel'y shortly . These exerd ses certulnly take a lot of pr eparation end keop our 
Adijt . and I . a. ho~pinu continually. 
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Middlet on 5 Fc'Q 43 lnothor bright day and it looks as though spring is giving us n preview of 
- on-
Sea 

whats t~ come . To- day is Adm Day throughout the bn . All coys carrien out a check 
of 1098 equipment and had ' t :marked according to the pl atoon allotment . Durine the 
afternoon a kit inspection was held by the Q..M. 0 1 each coy. Each man was issued 
with Part III of his paybook . In this book all eqmipment on issue to the man is 
noted and si?.cs of clothing, boots , hats ate is marked dovm. It should prove a handy 
reference book for Q.M. and will enable the man to see clearly what he has on charge 
to him at all times . Uor .. bumph on Exercise 1SPART0tl ' keeps AdJn and I ?O? busy. As 
yet no details bsve been ~iven out on this exercise to the other ranks . It was report 
ed to- nii3h,t to this H:~1 that an ' E ' Boat bad been si~hted off Br a.ckelson Bay on th._ 
night of 24 ~eb 43 and all coys were wai•ned to keep a sharp look• out for any suspici• 
ous vessel~ . A dance was held at t he w.v.s . canteen at 2000 hrs and though marching 
has taken up a good deal of time these past few weeks everyone seemed q~ite able to 
1 t r ip the light fant astic '• 

6 Feij 43 . I Weather s t ill fine and pl ent:, of sunshine . Kit and equipment inspections 
wer e again the or der of a day for all the coys . During the afternoon a l l coys bad 
a muster parade followed by ~lecture on Securit y given by the I . O. , Lieut , i .~. 
Rands and assistant security,rf the bn. At this particular time special str ess is 
being placed on security , by all ranks . For exercise ' SPARTAN' security must be 
airtight , and this can not be so without .... he ft.11 cooperat on of all ranks . 
To- day repr esentatives of sev.eral bns ca n be seen around the unit as 2 C.I . R. U. has 
movld ln to take over defence of area while our bn leaves for exercise ' SPARTAN '• <i 
Men a r e acquain~ng themselves ~ith the area and defence posts nhich they will man 
a s soon as the bn l eaves . Bumph still piles up on Exerc ise ' SPARTAN ' but in gener al 
it is still a dark secret . 

7 Fe~ 43 . I Weather was rather chi lly this morning . A highlight was the sharp fros; that 
cover ed the ground , but the sun was still shining and by m.id- afternoon it had warmed 
c onsiderably. ' A', ' F ' & 1C 1 Coys went on a five mil e route march th~s morning after 
which a close inspection of a l l fevt was made . I n s pection o~ billets was comft~W; 
but was carried out by all coys . All kit equipment , bill ets etc. must be in bood 
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<iiJf< shapo wben the bn leaves on ' SPARTAN' . At 1313 hrs a rocce party with the 2 i/c 
in charge left to recce routes and areas for Exercise 'SPAR'l.'AN'. This H. l,• is 
informed that there will be no move on ' SPARTAN ' before 1800 hrs, 28 Feb 43. 

28 Fe~ 43 .1 ~ho weat~er was unexpectantly mild. The sun shone brightly through- out the 

~. 
~ 

whol e day. All coys were completely packing of stor&s and equipment for move on 
F..xercise 'SPART~N•. Every Sunday for the past month or so th6 bn has been up to its 
ears in work and to-day proved no exception. All billets were thonoughly cleaned 
out and inspected by e oy 6o~dt!1boforo being turned over to 2 c.r.R.U. By mid-after• 
noon all was n readiness for the move . Supper wns served at 1700 hrs and at 1800 
hrs all billet were turned over to the rel~•ving troops. Reece parties consisting 
of Coy Comds . c.' . \is. e. guides left for concentration area. ( •.•.R.3043. ref sheet 1.33 ~ ~ 
l 1n to 1 mi) at 1800 hrs. hn moved off at 1930 hrs . Troop carrier~ once again 
j oined thL unit and gave all a chance to rest tbe1r feet . ~he first move on ~xer cis . \­
' SPARTAN ' ~as by M.T. and not a few prayers of thanks were ovorheard. At 23b9 hrs 
the convoy was still rolling along the route to thC:1 concentration area . 
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