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Place 

lif&cldleton 
- on-Sea 

Date I Hour I Summary of Event.a and Information 

1 Ded 42 Basic trg complet ed the coya are undergoing Advanced trg in Battle Drill. This 
trg takes up nearl y one third of the weekl y reg pr ogr wnwe. 'A' Coy trained in c l ose 

2 Deel 42 

order drill. bat tle drill and physical trg. 1B' Coy practic~d on the 200 yd range 
~aJdng some good scores. The weather was fair . 1C 1 Coy and ' Sp Coy made a 10 mile 
•outc march independentl y of each other. '1\-10 9-10 mile route marches are made each 
'eok in place of one 18 -22 miles because of foot trouble resulting from a longer 

rch. 

' A' Coy and 1Sp 1 Coy trained in close order drill. reviewed the rifle, bayonet. 
. u. G. , T. s . u.G. , 2nmort ar and the grenade , to strengthen any weaknesses. 'B' Coy 
nd 'C' Coy trained 1n Battl e mrill. 'D' Coy fired on the 200 yd range. '!'he weather 
.ull . All cays participated in sports which .were organized. Lieut. F .A. TILSTON, 
n t e lligenee Uf!'icer was s.o.s . upon admission to 15 Cdn Gen Hosp. ounded by a 
ulle t from a L.M.G . whilst on the 4 Cdn Inf Ede Battle School , -...~ ~ 
~ ~ his condition is now critica l. Efficient and well liked by a l l ranks , 
,ieut. ~ilston will be mis sed. Lieut. S. A. RAtmn was appointed Bn. 1.0. upon 
is return from a 3" Mort ar Course at DORKING, Surrey . 

3 Deq 42 I 'A ' Coy made a 9 mi l e route march and trained in Bat tle Drill and Fieldcraft 
Coy t r aining in c l ose order dri ll ,weapon trg (r eview) , battle dri l l . 'C' Coy wnd 
Coy tra ined in battle drill . ' Sp' Coy fired on t he 200 yd range . The weather 

as damp and the light was dull . In the afternoon, 18pl of 'D ' Coy wan the 3 mile 
·roas country run against all the other sub-units . A cinema held at the Phoenix 
l ub at 1830 hrs , was enjoyed by :many other ranks. A dance f or other r anks was 
rranged f or 1930 hrs . 46 all r anks attached to 4 Cdn :nr Ede f . a . p . whilst 
.t :ending Bdo Battl e School a s Ser l GCODrfOOD PK (MR 3229 - o.s . l" to m 1 nilo), 
~. :: • of CHICH'-'STEfi re t urned to the unit. •rhie 1s a special school opened to units 
ithin the 4th Dde to atandarize the Ba t tle Drill . I t has recelvad all ldnds of 
t t ention a nd L. Os •• s.cs, B.l!s, u ·d Brigadiers ' infest the place '. Uajor B.J. s . 
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!ACDONALD of' t his unit was selected to be Chief Instructor and it is generall y 

1 

'e l t that i t will be very much of a successful venture. It will do a great deal ("'l/J[) 
:o s tandarize trg in the Bde . The balance of the officers a nd senior ll/1\ 



_s_;:,;:.·, .••••01,,.,~ ...... "" .rvt:::•~·4,IJ.,o_,1g -1..,.,,. . ..._.J..>"L..-·u.e...ac:.,,..-• ai. PV ..c1..1-.-; .LJ .L L;J.. .L-., X 

OR 

,. ,I 

T?,..!' ESSEX SCOT'c'ISH REGJ:l)!E'NT 
CA!,ADIAN ARMY ( OVRRSEAS) 

.-0/P& 6 /a, <.9 /<6.2 ) 1Var Dia:rios (which will be kept from first 
day of m obilization, crea tion or embodi­
ment), are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. I. 

Title pages will be prepared. ~l,HlWlmlaH~ESllMF&Wfl" Original, duplicate and triplicate to be 
forwarded to 0 . i/ c 2nd Echelon for disposal. 

P lace 

Mi ddleton 
• on-
~ea . 

Page II 

Date I Hour 

4 De 42. 

5 De 42. 

6 De 42. 

7 De 42 
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Summary of Events and Information 

N. c.oa . loaned out to form Ser. 2 with other units o:f the Bde fro1:1 3 - 14 Dec 42. 

"An and "C11 Coys fired on the range despite poor weather conditions. It is felt 
that more . 45 amn should be avai lable for teg purposes on the Thomson Machine Carbine 
11B11 Coy trained in bat·le dri l l and P.T. as well as making a 9 mile route march. 
"C" and ·ou Coys trained 1n battle drill. A table tennis tournament took plt>ce at 
1900 brs at the Y .?!.C .A. Canteen. 

Trg eontinued normally in the morning . • Winter weather conditions make interest­
ing trg difficult. Heating in varios billets and offices is at anlinimum; strictist 
economy is necessary in the conservation of f uel. Lieut P.A. TILSTON ' s physical 
condition was classed as dange1•ously 111 after the bullet was removed from his back. 
The Stretcher Bearers School, conducted by our popular unit M.O., Capt . ~. Cloutier, 
stated 1n the third week of Nov 42 was composed of 20 men on the basis of 4 men from 
each coy. It is believed that this is the onl y unit in the 2 Cdn Div that is conduct 
ing such a course, the resulta vf which are Vt.Jry satisfactory. 

De spite the cool woather all coys attended the Protestant Church parade at the 
FELPBAll Methodist Church at 1015 hrs af'ter marching to the skirl of' the bagpipes. 
lftle R.C. Church Par~de heard Mass at 0845 hrs, in the st. ?licholas Hall. Capt. c.P. 
KEELEY is s.o.s. this bn. being transferred to the 1 Cdn Corps. 

"A" Coy trained 1n battle drill and night thg after firing on the 290 yd range 
in the morning. Night trg. eaphas1zed the tact ical employment of Night Patrols . 
"B11 Coy trained in close order drill , bat·,le drill and P. T. nc" Coy made a 9 mile 
route march t'ollowed bya review on wfja on t r "" . The afternoon t: 1me was devoted toward 
semaphore signalling under the direction of Lieut. A. J . HODG~"1; "C"Coy tra.:.ned in 
night patrols for three hours in the evening. "D" Coy made a route march of' the 
required 9- 10 miles, reviewed weapon trg, P.T. and worked wbth sema~hore signalling 
w1 tn an intere:tt. 11 Sp'' Coy tralned in specialis ta duties• gas brg, ( Chap II / Gas 
Trg 1942) and P.T . Coy orderlies are now able to do their d ties more efficientlr 
due to the re - issue o bicycles . The beginning of the weok saw "C" ~oy "stuck" w .h 
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Middleton providing the t"arm detail for the oomting 'week. Uot so bad ae last tour though t'o:t> onl!Y 
24 O.Rs. weee required to help the rormers . on­

Sea . 
8 Deel 42. I Trg f'or all coys continued in the normal manner as per syllabus preparatory 

to participating in 4 Cdn lnf Bde Batt le Drill School. Range work consisted of one {J 
half day per week pel' coy under Lieut. J .s. MACLl5LLI\N, t:usketry Officer . The bn 
to ~ate, has recoived four 2 J)rs A. Tk guns and wil soon be up to W. E. T.O.S. th1s 
Bn. were Lieut. o.n.n. Reid to "C" Coy and Lieut. c.w. Christianson to "A" Coy. Col. 
lfother-aill at ;.ended a conference at~de ».Q.. of all Bde Co:m.~anders. 

9 Deel 42. I "A" and '1Bn Coya trained in clo~e order drill., battle dI•ill . semaphore signalling 
and organized sports. "C" Coy in add1 tion to trg similar ·to II A" and "B" Coys tra:i.ned 
three hours 1n the evening in Digging and Wiring. "D" coy trained in close order 

llO Dep 42. 

drill. battle drill, gas :brg and organized spoets. '' Sp" Coy tra1nid in close order 
drill 6 specialists duties end organized sports. The C•in•C• Home forces, Sir Bernard 
Paget, ~as expected to appear throughout the whole Bde Area but trg continued as~ 
usual as the Essex Scots wore not honoured by this important figure of' the day. Sn. 
pet1"ol re~uircments f'a.11 ·unde1• two di.stinct requirements or, allotmsnts. namely: 

10 A.dm. Purposes -- 180-r) gals , Trg Purposes -- 3200 gale . This is mentioned here 
because tt is felt tha•t petrol requlrementsi whl>le perhaps necessarily curtailed, 
definitely is not sufficiont ~or ~ g purposes . Trg is continuously being effected 
by lack 06 petrol-requirements. 

"A" voy made a 8 mile routo march. trained in battlo drill. semaphore signalling 
P. T. and a three hour period was devoted to digging and wi?•ing practice . "B" Coy fire~ 
on the ranges., making good scorej, tr,·1ned in bat+-le drill and like "A" Coy practiced 
night diggine and wiring. IIC" Coy trained in battle drill and gas trg.; made a 
route maroh of 10 miles and still had energy to00somo P. T. "D" Coy trained in P.T. • j tLL 
close order drill, and battle d1•ill . "spn Coy mude a g milo route march, reviewed ~" 
weapon trg. devoted 1tselr to specialists duties and P. T. The Esssx Scottish Hockey 
Team under A.21710 Pte Jardine, R., won against tho R. Regt c. by the score of 
2-l, thus winning three games out of throe to date. Two more.games to be played 
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'is a real co,· cern to this unit as sc, i:w.ny of our boys are over there. 

Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

11
A" Coy ti•~ined in close order drill, battle drill and P.T. 11B" Coy end "D" Co A 

both made a 9 mile 1•outc march indepe:_dontly , trained in battle drill, fieldcraft, 
semphore signalling and P.T. 11011 Coy fired a,n the 200 yd range and did P.T. in 
the lato afternoon. Lt .-Col J.H. !tothersill, c.o •• attended a one day camouflage 
course, l.fo 22, at TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Lt.--Col. J. H. r.tothersill authorize~ the Intellige ce 
O:fficer, Lieut. S .A. Rands to conduct a Bn. Sni-·ers and Observers School for the trg 
of a bn. reserve. 14 O.Rs. are at~ending the school for three weeks. Five members 
of the I. Section are instr11cto1•s. (Vide Syllabus 1n Appx II) . 

All coys trained in close order drill, A. d.C . A. Lectures and gas trg. The 
afternoon was a free day for O.Rs. except for necessary duties. 

':leather was fair and slightly windy. The H.C. Church Parade heard Mas s at 
St. Uicholas Church at 0845 hre, Protestant Church Parade was voluntary and a goodly 
number of men attended. The day waa n Dav of Rest to o.Rs. save for the essential 
dut!.es. 

!{rt 

14 ~c 42~ Approx. 40 ALL Ranks arrived back from ser . 2 of the Bde Batt le School - just 
a raring to ;o. To the nEll:ler". 11 A" and "D" Coys each l:ISde a 9 milo route march, ~ 
trained 1n battle drill and fifJldcraft., P.'r. and tcg in 11Hight Patrols". "C" and 
11 D" Coys trained in bat t le drill and fieldcraft. Coys are stressing hardening 
exercises in co-ordinations witb Battle Drill, M~jor B.J. Hotbcrsill , MC was 
transferred to 2 C.D.I.n.n. f,rmerly acting in tho capacity of 2 i/c, whilst '.!ajor 
13 .J.s. Macdonald was attached to the 4 Cdn Inf Bde ae c.r. at the battle School. 

15 qt,c 42~ "A" Coy fired on the 200 yd range, weathe1• being good; trained in battle drill 
and P.T. "~" Coy tralned in battle dllill in the morning, fired on the 200 yd range 
in the afternoon and practiced "Night Patrola11 three hours in the evening. 
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Middleton 11 C" and 11nn Coys each made a 9 mile route march f'ollD~ed by battl(, drill and field-
-on- crai't a.swell as P.'."'. "D" Coy in addition., trained three hours in Night Patrols. 
Sea "Sp" Coy tra ined in specialists duties. Pursuant to C.R.O. No . l~i2., d/6 Mar 42., the 

Commanding Officer d~rected that a board be convened ror the purposo J f selectin0 
and reco.-•Iend.ing t!.C.Os. for promot ion in th'3 best interests 0£ the unit, to be 
known as the Essex Scot tish N.C . O. Selection Board, it has const11~uted the u/m for: 

'"" 

Second-in-Command - Chairman 
Adjutant - <:;ecretary 
o. r. "Sp"2Company - Member 
~. C • "A" C Ompany - ?.!ember 
o.c. 11 B11 compa.;-.y - Member 
O.C. 11 C11 Company - Member 
o.c. 110n company - Member 
Admin1strat1on Officer - Member 

(Vlde Regt'l Part I Order No. 15?# d/lb Dec 42.). A ~eating to discuss or1angecents 
for Christmas was called at "Chanies", all o'1f1cers at t ended. 

16 De~ 42.1 All coys trained in batt le drill_ f.1eldcra.ft and competitive sports. "Sp" Coy 
trained in specialists duties. Normal repairs on all trucks used for t~g purposes 
have been comple~ed to date. 

17 Deb 42.1 Normal trg was suspended. A.B.C. and D. Coys moved embussed at 1450 hrs to 
area 6123 for the purpose of participating in an infantry cum-tank-tr~ exercise, 
l? Dec 42 to 20 Dec 42 incl. The unit left the bn. area by U. T. and proceeded to the 
new billeting area in South Lancing (Vide movement table order No. 1_ d/15 Dec 42)and 
route sketch.) ~ach un1t o ~ the Bde moved at different t.p(.eds and density so that 
determination could be made £UJ to the best r.ieana of convoy driving. The billets were 
excellent. Bn.B.~. was formor•ly ~ias Francis Days ' Hor::10. 11 A11 and "B11 Coys stayed 
at a convalescent homa and an apartment house reppectively. As soon asstho unit 
arrived our c.o. took the Coy Comds to look over the area and had everything arranged 
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for the morning. That evening the c. o. liasted ~ith the c. o. of H.Q. Sqn of the Army 
Tank Bn. (from THRRB RIV~RS) and cade final arrangements . The weather ~as fair for 
the a/m move . 

l1a Deb 42.1 Reveille wns at 0530 hrs; move off approx 0710 hrs; the march to the trg area 
in tho DOWNS was cold and a slight rain wns _falling, arriving at 0830 hrs . Officers 
and afterwards the N.C . Oo. attended at a li hro lecture over a cloth model on ~ 
Infantry Tank Co- operation. Thomen were loctured by their officers until the noon 
meal. This unit was the only unit to have- hot food. After dinner~ display of the . 
tire power of a troop of tanks was given and ·then the bn. witnessed an attack by a 
demonstration pl . under Lieut . J .c. Cockb\,rn in co- operation with two tps of tanks . 
Displto the drizzling rain all ranks seemed highly interested in the exercise and 
spent the evun.ing drying their uniforms . 

119 Lie~ 42.1 Each pl. in sucessicn ca:r1·ied out a three - leg attack ':'lith the tanks. The weather 
was cold with patches of fog giving the exercise an adver se condition for the 1µ 
empl oyment of the tanks, becaus e of the poor visibil ity. The leading wave of tanks 
went forw11.rd wl th a pl. 200 yds to their re.;,r followed by tho shepherding wave o.f 
t anks . Battle dri l l t actics were empl oyed. Infantrymen had unlimited opportimites 
t o ride , examine and l earn all tht; detai l s of the famous 40 ton "Churchill Tank" . 
Pl atoons not working hith the tanks car ied out house cleaning, battle drill and 
digging . 

J2o Dep 42 . I On Sunday a rel ief of cold weat her came with the brilliant sunshine and compl ete /\.h.. .. 
absence of wind . The day was devoted to very rtalietic Coy At t nck Schemes . A vital ,l­
up- to- date of£enoa ne.r~ative gave a good background to the exercise . Smoke was amply 
employed atld the atta cks t1ere vi vidl y realist ic . As the attacks took place c long 
a valley it was poss ibl e f or .: the coys not participating t;o observe the wa.r game 
s pectacle. All troops could hear all orders, instructions an ··./T. communication 
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due to the s1ganl system of amplification of sound. The rear party R.C . Church 
Parade waa held at 0845 hrs, in St. Nicholas Church Hall. Prot. Church Parade was 
voluntary and a large group attended as uoual. 

1 Deh 42 I The exercise concluded, the bn. marched 17 miles home after their t°'mporary 
area had been thoroughly cleaned. At noon the Y.U.C.A. Tea Wagon met the Qarching col~~ 
The unit arrived in HlDl>LE'l'ON approx 1,500 hrs. Slight r :.in tell throughout the day 
General 11WD" With whom a.11 soldiers are fam111e.r thou~h, everywhere throughout tlle 
exercise certainly did not len~en the interest &fall r unks in the tanks. The whole 
exercise wss a profitable period ot trg ond everyone 4eaorved a great deal of praise 
and derived a great deal of benefit from the Infantry·Cum.·Tanks. The tank personnel 
remarked that his was the best unit With \"lhich thoy had worked. The unit did co-
operate very well and it is hoped that this unit will meet them in action. 

2 Dei 42. I "A" and 0 D" Coys made e. 9-l,.2 mile route march followecl by battle drill and f1ela-
oraft. "B" cog trainee/in close order dill, battle drill and P.T. 11C" Coy trained in 
firing on tho 200 yd ranges, m.akine come good scoreo and trained also in bnttlo drill .u~ 
and .P.T. 11Sp" Coy trained in battle drill and opec1elists duties. Plano took shape "fr-J.. 
to hold a Christaas Party tor the child·ren o~ MIDDLETOM A?TD wmn to be held at the 
Phoen1= Club on Thurs, 24 Dec 42. at 1400 hrs. A cinema was shown ot the battle sohoo: 
at 1830 hrs. A dance for O. R. was held at 2000 hrs, ath the Cdn l.U.c.A. The Essex 
Scottish Hockey Team won from the 11 Fd. Arnb . by the score of 8- 3. The game was fatJt 1. 

and exciting. Coach A;P. Doucette was pleased with the victory. 

3 Dei 42.1 "A" Coy trainee in bnttle drill row .eonpetitive sports and :fired on the ranges. 
nan, "C" and "D" Coys tr~ined in close ·order {lr11J battle drill and competi~f,ve sports. 
Competitive sports between the eoys was an f81'!P"!.~;:: , 

"A" Coy 
"B" Coy 
"D" Coy 

vs 
vs 
vs 

"C" coy 
"SP" Coy 
"B!l ... H.Q.." 
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All a cwta have been oalled in f'or replacemr.mt by :'JEEPS". All (4x2) 15 cwt trucks ale 
declared obsolete and will be replaced in t he near future by(4;c4) 5 cwt (JEEPS ). The /},1 
end of the u,onthpay parade wa.s held to-day making a l ong period of t ime elapse bei'ore lfYl--­
the next pay on 15 Jan 43 . ... he secret is to stretch the 11quld" that .far. Col. 
Mothersill and Capt. Reade att ende d the dance given b ·- thtJ 8 Es sex Reg't., llon..,the 23 d. 
This day the day before t:ru•istmas tho A.Tk Platoon had to proced.d to the Lydd Ranges 
to shoot under Lieut. Poneford (Lieut . Wnsher on leave); they did well indeed - and 
All returned not too late to warm i1p !'or Ch1•lstmas and Lieut. Ponsf"o1•d made t he o.f.fiters 
a 1nner . 

A kiddies Christn:as party was held in the Phoenix "lub on Thurs af'ternoon 
at 1400 hra, when al( children of f!IDDL'ETOll AHD ELUER between the aget. or 6-12 years 

were invited . The of:fico ... s, N. C. Os . and men of the unit gave their 11 s~eot s" which I 
they hed received in parcels fro□ home. The collection totall en 100 orangos, ayprox. /)1 
?.40 chocolate bare , 45 pkgs of BUm, 56 lifesavers ns we'll as numerous small C!!kes, lffh 
biscuit!! etc. llore thon 100 children er-ooared s t the appointed hour. The Y. M. C.A. n: 
s howed o. 3 r eel cinema or 11Pop-eye11

• Thchtoei nusic on the (P.A.) Public Acdr csf:' Syst eJ 
everyone playo<1 musical chairs tor prizcr;. Sgt R.R . Adams (Provoot Sgt ) was Santo. 
Clauo and w~G piped in to the holl by Pi pe~ Coulson. Every child r eceived l orange, 
2:: chocoolatc bors, gut1 or rnintn , a bottle of Pepsi - Cola. It wan apparent that tho ch~ldren 
enjoyed thP..msolvcn. They were extremely excited about the Ol,cots. Tllo balance of th~ candy 

~ delivered to all children in the district oodor qua~ine , on Christmas norning . 
The Enscx Scotti sh Rockey Teo.m ~on th~ champion5hip or tho 4th Bde by tho close ccore 
o :" 3-2 against th ij. H.L.I. At t encline the Bame r;ore Lt . - Col J.B. ~other81ll, o.c . th~s 
B~. Capt, J.C. Cottrell, the paymaster; and Capt. R. H. Lund the Adjt ., IVide Cdn Y. B . C.I • 
Program - r:eek co ~.nccing Sunday, 27 Dec 42 ) . A greet deal of credit goeA to A.21710 
Pte Jardine , R. ror his splendid work in organizing t he team. This 1s · the third year 
he has played ui th thn toan. The victory will doubtlessly be publicized in Canada . 
4 otfr s anct 25 O. Rs . went to the 4 Wilts ( 4th Dn. rJILTfiRIRE Rr; ., ' T ) at Deal, Kent for 
the purpose of spending Christmaa . llossagco cxprecoing Season' s Greetings wore 
received from 2 Cdn D1v. , 4 Cdn Inf Bde and other bn. '.t'he off r n of th~ bn. had a 
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Buffet Supper at 1900 hr· , so aR to be tree on Christrnao Day to serve the men Christm4s 
Dinner arter the traditional custom of the Britioh and Canadian Army. It was quite a 
stag1 • The folllfflVing otfrs ,,ere p~ent all but one Essex and the Di v. was well 
represented:- Col A. S. Pearson, r evently made a full Colonel and forme ly c.o. of 
this Bn.; U.ajor L. J... l)eziel, i.J.A.A.G. Div. formerly Adjt. of this bn.; Major ,T . .. . 
Mingay, B . ll. 4 Cdn Inf Bae; Capt., C.P. Keeley l Cdn Corps . The likeable Major 
To~my Jones, 4 Cdn Inf Bde, Staff Capt., "'18S a popular and welcome guc~t. The o.c., !lt 
Lt-Col J .H. f~othersill and his offrn at'tended r Iridnipht l!ass conducted by H/Capt. 
M.J. Dul ton, R.C. Padre. Father Dalton has .o tbenaous f ollowing amongf;t the R.Cs. 
and Protestants alike. He seems to be the modern Father Duffy of the 4 Cdn Int Bde. 

This is the third Christrtas spent in Southern l?ngland by the 1st Bn. of the 
Tssex Scottish Reg•t: The first was s pent in ALDERSHOT, HANTS; the second found rrrt 

1f the bn. in ST . LEONARDS-ON- SEt ... , SUSSEX und part of the re~ainder in UCKFII~Lfl , SOS, 
'.1..tlis year the bn. is together al,thoup:h t'airly well di 9pcr sed. mn this outntenc.ing da~1• 

of the year breakfnst consisted of: corn flekoo, ha11 qna eg~s and coffee - all the 
luxuries. The Christmas dinner served attl230 hrs wa,'3 ample and well qooked. It 
consisted or the following:- chicken, boiled potatoes, buttered carrots, custax·d and 
Christmas cake/pudding. Each man received one quart of beer and 300 c1~8rettes. Fr~ 
the Bn. Store the offrs. men and N.C.Os . donated 300 cigarettes to Bde and D1v troops 
The men of tht 1.53 H. A.C. received a 100 cigarettes per ~• The .£.L.I. and R. RJ: G'~. 
c. received an i!lauecl of .50 cigarettes from the Essex :1cottish, pe!' each z;ian. The 
dinner was really n happy occanion. The o.c. accompanied the varous guest th the 
messes. A mesr;age of gladness and thanksgivin,e; •·io.s broadcastcd over the air direct 
to VJ1ndsor, Ont ar,io by Lt.-Col J.H. Mothersill, 'J .C. of this Bn. Serving at the 
Bn.H.Q;. ~en's Mess were Maj . L.A. Deziel, D.A.A.O & Q. . H.G., 2 Can Div; Capt. R.H. Lun,, 
Adjt., Lieut. S.A. Rands, I.o., Capt. J.C. Cottrell, Paymaster; H/Capt. M.J. Dalton, 
R.O. Padre and other Bn. Officers. More than 200 pounds was apentton oxtra messing. 
Thin money was not spent in valbn. The cooks were given the afternoon orr which they 
deserved~ It is certain that on this festive day many thouGhtc were npent on those 
Comradcs-in-Ari:is, the men at DI.1.WPE. A composite Coy from 2 CDI RU. ha~ moved &n to 
take "B" coys place in itt' own lines, 11.5 a ll ranks oomrnanded by .Major Evnns R.H. C. 

• 
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Middleton 26 Deb 42. I (I}hick Watch). This coy ·will in turn r elieve Essex Coys i n sucesoion as they a r c 
proceeding to Bde Battle School and will t ake ovor all duties. Bn.H.1. (Prope~ & -on-

Sea .Adro) l'lElrched to 1.ITTLE:AUPTON leaving the Dn. Ar ea at 0800 hrs . T¥fJ men march~d to th 
skirl of the bagpipes e.11 the way, arriving in thf area MR467207 (o.s. Sheet 1.33 - 1° 
to 1 mi). There was a l ecture and demonstration of t anks given which l asted one hour. 
The lectur~ was given by personnel of the 153 R.A .C. The men were per.m.itted to vie\Y ~ 
the sqn. of t enkn thonoughly whon the demon~ttation \"TaS over. The personnel of the 
153 ''fell in" and stood to attention until a call for cheers was given as Bn.H.Q. 
marched past, BN.H.Q. arrives at MIDDLETON at approx 1600 hrs, aft er a most useful ~ 
day had bern spent. The weather was very cool and brisk, throughout the day. The bn. 
less BB•1 Coy and Bn.H.Q,. had a more or less any o f loir.:ure. The unit has been inforrae 
thot more t han 2830 bags of mail have been lost due to enemy action and fire at on 
Atl antic port. Co1 f,othersill attended a dance at the R.H.L.I~ Of f rs' l:css. No repor s 
wero forthcoming next day s.n t o what e::;:actly happened . 

127 Deb 42. J The R.C. Church Parade heard ?!ass at 0P4.5 hr3 1n the Uiddletoh Church Hall . 
Prot. Church Parvde was voluntAry. Exoopt f or necessary duti es this WH S a day of rt:st 
Lieutg. Pope, T!e.cdonald , Christianson and Wilson wj.th 25 o . Rs. returned triumphantly 
from tbeir visit to the ~ilts . The visit was a tr'bendous success and all r anks were 
loud in the i r praisen as to how well they were entertained b~the"1.im1es ..... The visit 
wao very suceanful in that it a i d a great deal towar s developing a s pirit ot friend-
liness - a t leant between the Essex Scottish and tho 4 Wilts. 

8 Dec 42. I "A"• "D" anc1 "Sp•' Coys proeef'ded by M. T. to the No 7 'fr g Aren for one day trg' 
Two rifle coys trainee in woods cletring , house. clcRring, villaeo fighting as well as ~ 
dry and wet ftttacks, eonforning with Battle Drill Procedure. Sp car riess oarrioa on 
with their own opcciali sts t actics ; the mortar pl. trained in smoke• range fi~ling; 
wh&le th A.Tk pl. tra ined in the cutting off and destruction of tanks. Coyn· used 
their o~n tpt. It ~ua considered one of the mont successful days as this tp~c of 
trg i s most needed by the unit a t t this time. It is handicapped , however, by the lack 
of auitabl e trg are n and their e.va.ilability t o ctovcta il with our schcf ules. Del ated 
Christmar- GroetinBS \,ere r eceived from Mayor 4 . REAU.1:m of \~INDSOR, ONT. and the Brig. 
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4 Cdn Inf Bde and numerous Cdn Field Units. Majer .• ~. KIME and Lieut . R. W. GREEN­
W0~1D were attached for 3 months trg. 

29 Deb 42 I To-day the bn. carrtad out interior preparations for the coming in~pection 
of .his unit bv ','aj. - Gen. Roberts . nc;o , MC, G.u.c. 2 Cdn m.v. With very short notice 
time did not allow this unit 1-0 put on any show at least not the proper Essex Scot 
domonstration of effeciencv and neatness . All hel1~0 •1ere covered with Hessian and 
pRinted . There was a shortage of the regular paint brushes and old shoe brushes 
sufficied to deb the Hessian covering with p~int . Unit tpt clea.ned the1il trucks , re­
painted a ll ident1.flcat ion and tact lcal signs and painted ouer the 2 Cdn Div Insignia 
subst1 tu ting the prescribed Cdn Uapl e Leaf . 110 clot~ s were available for the clea.ni 
of the billets and trucks etc . , hucke t s had to be used to conserve water; petrol could! 
not be used for removing grease - it was some job . Doopitc the limitations imposed 
by time·and lack of c l eaning materials the billets were never c l eaner or brighter. 

30 Deb 42 . Thebo . was inr!pected by Maj. - Gen . J.H. ROBRRTS ., DSO . ~!C, G. o.c., 2 Cd.l1 Div 
a t 0930 hrs , in the meadow of BIL:rnAi' Pi' ( :m 409216 - o.s. Map '5hect 133 - l" to l 
mi). The bn . marched- past at.r, the j unction of MIDDL!-:Ton and YAPTON RDS. The weather 

'was extremely cold due to tho season ' s f'irst frost and the tps were numb with cold 1 throughout the inspection. The G. o.c. apppeared vory pleased with the ~mit and from 
the remarks after tho inspections it is thought that he boamed his approval . The 
M.T . we1.•e later inspected and ther_e wer·e a party of soldiers picked nt rondom to go 
to th~ r&nge~ for s hooting practice , doing exceedingly well. A quiz on general 
knowl edge in Chemical arfore ~as given at random to several Essex Scot as well as 
other kindred 1litnry 2ubjects. The ins pection appesrod to go well, the r-.O.C's . 
staff missed nothing . 

31 nJo 42 ./ "A" Coy trained in clone oruer drill , battle drill and night patrol work. "C" Coy 
t r3ine· in bat tle drill and P.T. and in the afternoon fired on the range. "D" coy 
trainod in close orde r drill, bat tle drill and P . T. "Sp11 Coy was occupj_ed in 
specialists duties . Uw Yearo;'t Kve waa c elebrated ,,ith n&ny en Ezoo:x bcot wondering 
what wan in ntore for the unit fo.r the year 1943'r-Battle1 Nearly a certainty. The 
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Mi4dleton 
- on-

:!'in1sh of the war - we 1:lo"e ,,o but don't forge t, de =1r God vie like a scrap, we /:J 
Canadians for a just cause (Some might noy :for just any co.use). The- O!'t'i c er ~ 

Sea Cor.unar:ding left to spend the balance of the week-end on a well o rned rent in London. 
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