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Middleton 1 May Weather broke fine and cleur and the Pn Parade scheduled on the ftryg syllabus was
=on=- held. Pipe band and C.A.C. Band were present to make the parsde very sucessful. Col.
Sedq. Mothurslll has returned from C.%.H.3.(Dondon) in time and the parsde became & practise for
o

the forthcomicg Fn. Inspection by Brigadier SACHR, ED. During the afternosn two comp

coys, under Major H.J. Kennedy, MC in command, pardded in the Wings for Victory, parads.
Capt. F.A. Wansbrough acted as 2 1/c and Capt. R.H. Tund acted as Adjt, in his mormal roll.
All coys detailed personnel and m good show was put on by all ranks. Also present in -the |
Middleton Paradd were the R.A.7. Regt, Home Guard end the C.A.C. Bands! with the eh AT,
AiT«8e, N.P:8., Essex Scot and the Plpe Band. The bands supplisd thse martisl music.
Brigadier J.U. Sager, D took the salute as the parade passed on its way Lo the Middlston
Sports Grounds. In the evening most of the unita' offrs attended a dance given by the
Hiddlston Sports Club for the 'Wings for Victory Week'. The Sgts held a sudcessful dance 2

at the Wesonic Hall in ROGNOR RRGIS - everyone enjoyed themselves! The C.0., 2 /e, Ad]t.,
Pnr., and Padre attended both dances.

2 May Sunday - Church Parades normal. Weather poor - cloudy, showers and windy. A Coy
under Capts H.¥.P. Thomsom took part verv sucessfully in a "Wings for ictory" parade at
WALPURTON. £ The unlt turned out & comp coy for the occassion, as well as the pipe band. 7]
Col. ¥Wothersill went to a lecturse on Camcuflage st RUDHILL. Capt. D. Hackenzie s8.0.5. to ,Aéizf
take coy comds course at C.7.S3. Lieut. ¥.J. Heffernan to take Junior Leaders course at
Ho. 4 Wing, C.T.S., Theddon Grange near Alton. .

Sellay Bn prepared Tor 'SBEACH' throughout the morning. Major Kennedv informed that he will
be att tc 2 Div. ACASC so Major F.J.S. 'acdonald, who lately returned to the unit will act
as 2 1/0. Bxercise 'REACH' commenced &t 1330 hrs. This Bn. Exercise drawn up by 2 Div
embodied the attack of a hedge-hog, defence and their defence. At 1400 hrs the bn crossed
the 5.P. on way to erea for Bxerclse 'EWACH'. At 1630 hrs, 'F' UCH crossed 3.P. During

the night the bn bivouaced in fars area 545294 and patrols wers sent out to galn lnfovmaLionfﬁ;%{

Upon their return all patrols were briefed Ly the I.0. of the ‘2 i/6, Muzjor Macdonald.
A grestdesl of inflormation was not cbtalned as the enerry shifted considerably. The bn suif-
ered approximate losses of 20 C.Ra. in missing and killled or wounded.
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Soon after dawn fog came down so that visibility was about 50 yds. The ensmy
(Fus de Mor) concentrated their attack on 'C' Coy but were repulsed with the following
losses: 2 platoons,  mortars and 4 carriers. The enemy C.0. and several prisoners were
taken. The Essex "Combat Team" worked very efficiently throughout the fence. At 0845 hrs
the order 'Cease Mire', Hxercise 'ERACH! was given. 'P' Fchelon moved off at 0900 hrs
and proceeded independently to billets, followed by marching tropps.
Throughout the whole exercise the troops showed keen enthusiasm. Competition betwecn patroll
ran high for the honour og bring ng in the most prisdmers. All felt that a great deal had
been learned about the hedge-hog defence, and this knowledge was increased by the experience
gained In both attacking and defending such a locality

Lisut. T.2. Martin left to take Regtl Offrs A.A. Course (CuHQ 716A )« Iieut. T.H.
Pope, Sig Pl Comd and Pnr Pl Comd put on demonstrations at the Hlddleton~-on-8ea Sports
Club with their respective pls. as part of a Services Demonstration. Mine laying and
signal procedure were demonstrated by the pls. A meeting of all offrs was called to dlscusp

Bde Inspection etc, at Bn.H.J). Lieut. W.C. ¥ilson celebrated his birthday with several of
the other offrs in the Bn.H.4y. Mess after the meeting.
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Middleton |4.May Lieuts R.B. Taylor rporting to the C.C. Rear Party 1s from the R.C.C.S., releasing /421/
-on=- Lieut. Pope to coy duties. &
Sea.
Breakfast at 0515 hrs. At 0630 hrs the C.0. and 1.0. went forward to meke recce.
A right flanking attack on the esstern part of enemy hedge-hog posttion went in at
0902 hrs. 'A' Coy fire coy, L' & 'Ot coys right Planking. Attack sucecessful but CcOys on
forming were counter attacked and wiped out by another coy of enemy which had been withdraswp
from the western hedge-hoge At 1000 hrs C.0. and 1.0. made & recce of HIGIDEN HILL for =
defensive position. The disposition of the enem: was not known. The disposition of the
coys was: 'C' Coy - left flank, 'B' Coy - centre hedge-hog, '"A' Coy = right flank, 'Spt XQL(
Coy = area between 'A' and 'h' Coys. Patrols were sent oul during the night and about SRS
16 prisoners were taksn. =
o Mg
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’ HMiddleton | 6 Hal Throughout the whose day the sky was Vvery overcast with threat of rain which fell in
: -on=- 1ight showers during the afternoon. Tp-day all coys were busy with preparation for ilnspect-
=ﬁ ( Sea. lon tomorrow by Brigadier J.=m. Sager, FD. fteb equipment 1s being blancoed to perfection

in order that the whole Bn. will turn out with & smart efficient fppearance tomorrow. All
] vehicles and transport are having a final shake and check-up to-dav. It 1s a well known

i fact that this Brigadier 1s keen on transport and he will expect to see it in fiprst class

' ghape. There ig Plenty of good hard work being doen to-day for the inspection and we hope
that the Brigadier finds everything to his satisfaction on the morrow. 535 0.Rs. posted
from the unit to the Cdn Base Depot proceeded today with A/Major Reade as 0.¢. Party. Thes
trained personnel will act as refts to 1 Div Units. P.G.C.M. held for PF.40823 Pte. Burgegs 4434/
found gullty or stealing a brother soldiers ¢lothing. z

= | 7 Hay The weather fine and clear with a fresh south-west wing blowing. Copy parasdes fell in
at 0730 hrs and COy comds made a last minute check up on personnel. Coys then proceeded f
to the Mddleton 3ports Club Grounds where the Bn. formed up for the inspection. The 0.0.
gave final instructions to all ranks regarding t'e inspection and parade ground movements
Were practised prior to the Brigadiers arrival at 0845 hrs. The general salute was gliven
after which the Brigadler commenced his Inspection starting with the Bn.H.Q. The Brigadier
hﬂﬂ the B.ﬂl = HEJOI‘ J-D- .‘Eing&y and th& StC- st Cﬂpt- A.JI O’DOI'IO}IGB in at"enda“ce. The
Brigadier gave the most through inspection this bn has ever had, Paying particular athtent!
to 1little of dress such as the second hook on the Battle Dress collar, being done up.
# Throughout the inspection the Bn was standing at ease, asomething which :g very eesential,
b yet unusual. BSeniopr HeC.l08. were checlted ‘n some detall by the Brigadier as well as o7frs,
At 1110 hrs the last coy had been inspected and this was followed by a march past with the
Erigadier taking the salute. After a few words by the Brigadier the parade was dlsmlssed
for meals. The Brigadier and his astaff were guests at the Bn."W.Q. Officers' Mess fop the
noon meael. The Brigadier carried out the inspection of transport persopnally and was well /43ﬂ<
Pleased with what he Found During the afternoon inspecting teams of Bde Crficers' checked
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Middleton all men In coys on genral knowledge, Congents of repirator and haversack were checked to
g £ -on=- make sure that all were carrying proper contents. During the afternoon all orderly and off=
g = Sea. ices were inapected and the officers were well pleased with the results. Billets and
kitehens were found to be In particularly good shape. By approx 1630 hrs the inspection
j was completed and quite a sigh of relief could be heard arcund many billet areas. Inspections

are considered necessary it seems but will always be a soldiers 'HATE'. However, 1its maey and A;;(
its spring cleaning time 80 the Brigadiers' lnspectlion served two purpcses = satisfled his
curlosity and we cleaned house.

B May The day broke with a terrific gale sweeping in from the channel. Spacmotic showers

i} fell vhroughout the days. All coys were present at the lMiddleton Sports Club for a Bn

£l - Parade. Followlng Bn. Parade Coys had a period of squad drill. @eneral clean up of billets
and eguipment completed the morning. The 2 1/c and I. . made & rsces of trg aresa no. 7

for tr, exercise which commences Mon morning. Three officers and five N.C.0s. of the

: f.C.A.F. wore attached to this unit tc-day for & period of two weeoks during which they will

h observe organization and try of an inf bn. A dance was held at the Bn.H..|« Officers' Hess

with Brigadier J.E. Sager, ED and several members of his staff in attendance. The dance was

rather a colourful affalr with the officers' of the land, sea and air forces in attendance. ;

Music was supplled by the R.A.P. Band of the FPord Airport. Essex Scot officers from Calfafale 4;7

[BACK DOWH TO A DECEN? LEVEL WERE PRESEET. Majors Lorne MacDonald, Ralph Shepherd came from

CeloHade MaJor L. Deziel from Div, Major Don HMingey from 4 Bde with L.0. K Rands, Ma jor
| "Tommy" Jones, DeAsA.G+(2 Div)e Sir Richerd and Lady Gregory were present as were a
mumber of the sports Executive and friends of the unlt from Middlston Area.

o May 8t1l1l no let up in the weather and the wind continues to blow furiously. Church
parade for all ranks voluntary to-day so undoubtedly the Padre with be rather a lonesome
R« All ranks not on essentlal duties have the day off and relaxation should be on the
E;llabus. All offrs are, it is stated, well on the way to recoverys Insplte of the
fter effects the dance was considered a huge success.

LO May Due to the l---y weather the original trg planned for to-day was galled off and the 527(
time was spent on & recap of weapons . Kven the batmen took & going over. A busy day was .
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Middleton (10 May
-m-
Sea.
11 May
12 May

planned for 11 May 43 by the 2 i/c, Malor Mecdonald. C.0O. called a meetling of all
ocofrs and N.C.08. with the view to the War Loan - msking for the combined efforts of all
perscnnel pointing out the necessity for co-cperation and the soundness of the investment
l1tself - Lieut. Ely of Bde gave a very plausible explanatlion, to the mesting - Bssex over
the top is hoped. Major H.J. Xennedy, W.C. was attached we.f. this date to 9 Armd Pd Regt
for trg prior to hls return to Canada and the Staff (ourse.

Reveille 040U hrs and breakfast 0500 hrs, At 0600 hrs, 'A' & '8' Coys moved off
by march route to trg area no. 7. At 1100 hrs 'P' Echelon and *ip' Coy moved off, to the
game area. Exercise commenced at 1500 hrs with a demonstration ©f the PIAT by Lieut. 3.8.
Macdonal. The PIAT a new anti-tank weapon loocked very formidable in this demonstration.
It looks life-llke and is a real tank "BUSTER". It may also be used as a mortar, & point
that must not be overlooked. During the afternoon there were four phases of trg that were
carried out by each coy. Capt. Hunden was in charge of the grenade throwing and all ranks
had plenly of practice in this phase. Mortar men under the direction of Sg.t Ceollle
spent the arternoon blasting away on the 3" mortar. Lieut. S.3. Macdonal supervised pl
attacks on High Titten, MR.527307, ref map sheet 133, 1" to 1 mlle. This wwas the first
opportunity for many men who have recently come up from the Holding Unit to fire these
weapons and tc acquaint themselves with the blasting and noise which the firing of the
different weapons produce. It was valuable trg and good practice for all who partlcipated.
During the evening 'A' Coy under command of Capt. D. Campbell took up a defensive positlon
in NORTEDOWN FARM MP.522091, ref sheet 133, 1" to 1 mils. At 2200 hrs '3? Coy under
command of Capt H.C. Laird make a left flanking attack. 'A' Coy withdrew and quiekly and
made ‘& succes:ful counter attack. Patrols were active during the night and sleep 'was out of
the qmabimt lajm’ S.Ca Readd w83 Praaiiant of & Court Hﬁr‘tihl at the R. Regt Ce Lt. Col.
Motherzsill attended a dinner at *A' Mess in honour of the new Divisional Commander, Major
General Burns. All Lt. Cols and above attended the very successful dinner.

At 0600 hra 'A' Coy reversed the procedure
This was completed by 0830 hrs. The road was now
breakfast was several minutes, late. At OBlS hras
area. 'F' BEch proceeded on a head arrived at the

and carried oult an attack on 'B' Coy.

the malin cblect and at 0730 hrs a hot

his troops proceeded to return to the
unit area at 0915 hrs.

rat
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Middleton |12 MJy Marching troops reached unit area t 1545 hrs. It had been rather a toﬁgk grind but every-
on body was in good condition on arrival back at unit srea. This afternocn all coys are heving
Sea. organized rest ané it has been welled earned. At 1830 hrs all officers of the unit and

13 Hay

14 May

attached attended a Buffet Dinner at the Bn.H.l. Officersa' Mess. Tt was an occasion of
farewell wishes to Major H.J. Kennedy, MC and to Captain A,li. Hayes who are leaving shortly
for 8taff Courses in Canada. Both officers expressed thelr regret in leaving the bn, and h
hoped to be back again soon. At 1300 hrs a party of 36 U.Rs. left the unit for R.U. They
were the overage and medisaliy unfit belng returned in accordance with Mobilization Orders.
#any old timers were amongsat the party such as Ptes. Hddy Dupuls, the C.(0's. dvr, Pte.
Edwards the Officers® Mess Cook., L/Cpl. Burd of 'A' Coy, Lole Rusak the tallor , 'Pop!
Rigrose and many others who will bs missed around the area. He C.0. was like that, and
sald in a few words that he hated to sse them go.

The weather was falr with southerly winds and temps ranging from 78 to 55 degrees.
25 officers and 300 O.Rs. rose at an early hour for & move to the Long Slberia Ranges. At
approx 0700 hrs tps moved in marching colmmn to Bognor Regis Ry Station. The boarded a
special train for Brookwood and thence on foot again to ranges. The remainder of the

morning was taken up with zeroing rifles etc. and firing practice commenced at approx 1300

hrs. The lst practice was 5 rds grouping at 100 yds and the majority of the men were put
through in the afternoon. A party was detailed to arrange for sleeping accommodation.
The men returned from the ranges to tents about 1530 hra, cleaned up and were allowed to
leave the erea. The C.0. and Capt. H.W.P. THOMSON reported to Div for instr on MAGPIE.
Both are to act as umpires, Lt. Col. lMothersill as Bde Umpire and Capt. Thomson as a unit
uzmpire. HMaJor H.J. Kennedy left for attachment tc 9 Armd Pd Regt upon the completion of
which he will have to report to N.N.T.D. prior to reporting to Brockville Staff College.

Revellle at 0600 hrs, breakfast 0600 hrs and then away to ranges for another full day.
All Indicstions were for another fine day but no cne anticipated the extreme heat later
endured. The 100 yd, 5 rd grouping practice was completed, then a practice in grouping
epplication and snap-shooting was run off at 200 yds. Butt Party was glven relief before

completion of the day and 50 every man proceeded through the differenct relays before the
dav ended.

There was amariked lmprovement in the shooting and generally speaking all ranks

Ast
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15 May

shooting. A few of the coaches were namely A/CS.M. Murray, Sgt. Dickson, Cpls Lucas,
Anders n and others. The Butt Party did an excellent job under the supervision of
Lieut. L.J. Courtine. Lisut. 8.H. Bull was in charge of the firing point. (.C. Party
was Major B.J.S. Macdonald who expressed his pride in the good show. After a hot
supper the moved oif on foot to Brookwood Station, entrained and returned to Bognor
Regis. Obviocusly the men wer: inspired by the remarks on their work as they burst
into song upon entertaining and there was no let up until they reached their billets
at Middleton at approx 2400 hrs. The 'I' Section under command of Lieut. W.C. Wilson
I.0. spent & very instructional day at 4 Cdn Inf Bde, H.Q., Intelligence 0ffice, on
Arial Photographs. The morning was talken up with lectures and after luncheon and

tea an exercise incorporating all the principals given iIn lectures. The A/Tk Pl
went to BEACH HEAD Ranges for a shoot under the direction of Lieut. E.C. D. Washer
Capt. H.W.P. Thomson, 0.C. H.Q. Coy was in charge of the party. Shoot most success-
ful and helped to give the Fl a bit of action in firing practlice - something that

is very much needed.

Weather cont inues fair but wind shifted to N.i. dscreasing towards evening.
¥Middleton has had some rather nasty weather as of late. Middleton although well
situated on the south coast has a record for exceedingly bad weather durfng the
winter months. !lddle of the month pay parade for 0.fR. commencing 0800 hrs, in the
following order, BN.H.Q., F.l., 'Sp', 'B', 'C' & 'A' Coys. A new appointment has becn
created that of Unlt Securlty Officer, which is being filled very carably by Major
BeJ.8. Macdcnald. The ©ffIicers of Bn.l.l. were at noon honoured in having as thelr
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Middleton 14 My qualified in one class or another - good or bad. Brigadlier Sager was in attendsnce and
-on= he explained to the coaches the capacity Iin which he wished them to act and at complet-
Ssa. ion of day they were commemded on their fine job which was guite évident by the good
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guests Brigadier H.F. Gregg, VC, MC, Lt. Col.A. Amundsden, both recent arrivals from
Canada to study and cbserve trg in England. The R/Hon Lord Milne, GCB, GOM3, D3SO and
Lt. Col. J.H. NMothersill, ED had pleasure of dining with Sir Richard and-Lady Gregory
Returning to-day to the unit from 5 C.T.S. Bat.le Wing are Lieut. G.A. Rau, Lieut.
.F.B. Walton, Lieut. Hodges, Sgt. Invison, Cpl. Little, Cpl. Charetti and Cpl. Earle.

A party of 58 O.Rs. procesded to Bde to form part of a comp Guard of Honour for Lt. Gen
H.F.H. The Duke of Cloucester, EG, KT. KP, GCB, GCMG, GCVO on the 20 ¥ay 43. The
Essex grooup under Lieut. 'Sandy' Washer, C.S.Y. Bristow, Sgt. "Jimmy! Hamilton

will be in for it - spit and polish and plenty of it. It 1s rumoured that they will
even press thelr shoe laces???7?? (They did).

At this time of year it is much enjoyable to hold church parade in the open
air and the unit was fortunate in having a bright, warm day for the occassions All
coys paraded to iiddleton Sports Club for the outdoor service conducted by our Padre
Captain J. Cardy. Parade was called at 0800 hrs. All ranks wore battle dresse
Needless to say our Pipe Band wes In atlendance. One smalllblack cat nearly stole
the show by his antics infront of the Padre. A welcome guest here was Lieut. 'Bud!
Lunch of No. 3 C.I.R.U. who spent the we %k-end here.

_Friday finds us still being favoured with nice weather. A skeleton Bn.H.q.
staff Is busy preparing for Exercise 'MAGPIE! which begins 18 May 43. Due to loss
of fifty=-three over=-age and category men. who were transferred to No. 3 C.Il.R.U. and
also special guards, coy trg was somewhatl hampered, but where possible, trg was
carried ocut as per coy syllabus. Sprv G.W.C. 0inn (Aux Services) Y.M.C.A. was
responsible for the presentation of the film "In Whish Ve Serve", shown &t the Phoenix
Club this evenlng to other ranks. In the morning Capt. Lund and Lieut. Cohen prodesd-
ed to Div to attens an '"A' & Q' meeting pertaining to s move Lo the summer camp at
HALNAYER. (We are goilng to miss Middleton.) Areas and handling of stores were the
chief topics. Tentative move for the Fssex s 8 Jun 43, end the unit will be the last
to move. Of course we will move first and elther elght days sooner or later !

oy U;'il '

(sT
=y
e
|

h.




Ge

Title pages will be prepared.

o @S pee W N

(Erase heading not required)

Original, duplicate and triplicate to be
forwarded to O. i/c 2nd Echelon for disposal.

Place

Date

Hour

Summary of Events and Information

Remarks, references
to Appendices and
initials

Middleton

=-0n=-
Sen.

19 Maj

L8 May

Brigadier J.FH. Sager, ED reviewed the inspectlon and Exercise !BEACH' at & conference
of officers at "Chenies". Generally speaking NOT bad - Brogadiers speakling HOT GOOD.
Lisut. F.Z. Walton proceeded on & five dav security courss.

At 0800 hrs, personnel participating in Exercise '"HMAGPIE' moved. off in vehs.
Total persounel taklng part from this bn were 25 all ranks. Purpose of exercise was tO
(a) breakout from shallow bridgehead formed by other troops. (b) pursuit with special
reference to moves of i.Q. by bounds and problem of maintalning contact, comn incid-
ental to such moves. (c) passing of infomation. Rxercised commenced at 10C0 hrs.
Offlcers taking part were as follows:- Major B.J.S. Macdonald, A/0fficer Commanding,
Capt. J.C. Cottrell, R.C.A.P.C., acting as Adjutant, Lieut. Wilascn,; I.0.,; Lieut. Taylor,
Signal OrTicer . Lt. Col. Hothersill was chief umpire for Bde and Bn Umpire was Capt.
H.W.P. Thomson. Ultimately we took up a hedgehog posn area PETNORTH and were Lwy-passed
by 5 Cdn Inf Bde. It was in this area we bivouac for the night. Back with the unlt
again, A/Capt. D.J. Hunden, 2 1/c 'C! Coy left tc-day on & two week course for ooy
Comds in Wight Battle Drill. Concert Party to-night, presented for an audience off some
200, the play, 'ALL ABOARD'. 'Sp! Coy is on Bn. Duiies for the week. Other coys
carried ocut bteg or tried too. The weather was guite hot to-day, appreciated by all
especinlly by those on Exercise 'HAGPIE!. To-day another eighty all ranks left for
PADDOCEHURST PK, where they will be doing a Corps Guard, at Adm Corps H.Q. is as
follows: Righty all ranks were taken from the following coys in the followling breakdowm:
S0 all ranks 'BY Coy, 30 a 1 ranks '0! Coy, including Capt R.J. Harris and Lieut.
Courtin who were officers in charge of Lhe party. The 2 i/c Major B.J.3. Macdonald was
as mad as helll Bangl Goes another trg swyllabus. They do everything to help upstairs
and we nesd the trg. If you are not dressing and undressing f'or a Bde Gd og Honour,
your're providing window dressing for Corps.

To-day wakes ths nineth consecutive day od fair weather and indlcations are
for it to continue. Referring to Ixercise 'MAQGPIR! again, the Cease Fire order came
through from Bde at 1210 “wa, as dinner was eaten in haste and party moved off for

Bn Area, iiddleton at 1245 hrs srriving at 1415 hra, With the coys trg was carried
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a8 per syllabus, wherever possible. Apart of the officers consisting of Major 82.C.
Reade, Capt. J.A. Wansbrough, Lieut. G.A. Ponaford and Lieut. R.L. Cohen made a recce
of the new bn area to whi h the bn expecta tc move at an early dated and plotted coy
greas. It willl be sad for sll ranks when the bn leave Middleton, but 1t will be a
break for the unit. It needs t get together officers and men for trg and morale,

With Hajor Macdonald in charge of theé training watch the unit climb tc a new height.
But providing gds seriocusly hampers the trg and the situation is now serious. Strength
State 630 all ranks classification.

Weather continues fine. Coys carried on with and all those avallable for to-
morrows parade. cleaned and pressed uniforms and blancoed webbing to prevent a bad turn
for the visit of the guard of honour for the Duke of Gloucester, which 1s to put on
a demonatmatlon. All officers and N.COs. attended a security meeting at Litilehampton.
Lieut. Baxter and Lieut., Maclellan are back with the unit again. 7The former was on
P.E. of Hortar Wing and Lleut. MacLellan was attending a Carrler Course at No. 3 C.I.R.
U

The day for the demonstration to be given by the Guard of Honocur which performed
for the Duke of Gloucester. All personnel who could be available were paraded to the
Middlston Sports Club at 0830 hra, bto witnes: the demonstration. At 0930 hrs the
Guard arrived from Bde accompanied by Brigadier Sager and alllranks revelwed with pride
the performance of these men who had become gquite profiicient in theilr drill with such
a shoert period of trg. The Brigadier spoke to the bn on matters such as dress and
conduet of the soldier and used the guard which had been brought up to such a high
standard of efficleéncy unécr pis personal supervision as an example. Aft:r this fine
show we undoubtably have a greater appreciation for the Brigadiers!' regard ror
precision and exactness. Lt.Cols J.H. Mothersill, ED spoke to the gumrd and expressed
his delight in watching the demonstrationa and also his intentions to have the whole
bn brought up to a similar standard. The weather to-day was fair and warm and a nice
avening of sft-ball between the officers and the shoemaker which was played at the
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o Middleton Middleton Sports Club. Giving credit where its due the officers tried hard but

-on- chuln't get a lead on the 'cobblers's The Padre and I.0. were down to serlous play-

Sea. 22 Moy ing when they collided and the Adjt was right into the game as uaual with his .
sensational catches etc., at the back of the plate. Iieut. W.H. Pope is leaving the 7/

unlt for Hoe 3 C.I.R.U. where he will be on P.F. Coys carried on with tralning as jF4%’

best they could.

22 sy The weather was fine this morning until approximately 1000 hrs when it became
cloudy and a little rain fell at 1100 hrs. Coys went on with &training in the morn-
ing and those not on Bn. Duties had the afternoon free. An adm party of 1 sgt and

1 11 men proceeded to Camp tc look after the canvas etc., The preparstion of the ~
HALNAEYR CAMP has become a duty of Major S.8. Reade. Cov Comds meebting, move and A%é(
general set up of the camp was discussed.

23 HJy The Padre made a tour of all kitchens on Saturday and announced at the noon-
day meal that Communion would be held to-day at the Y.¥.C.i. at 1000 hrs and regquested
& good turn-out. The wouther was clear and fa rly warm and many of the over-age
original members of the bn, recently preferred lo. 3 C.I.R.U. to this unit, but were
back again on the week-end to take advantage of our grand weather. The officers had 5
A ! &n enjoyable afternoon in Bn.H.Q. Officers' Mess, where tea was served. Major "Larcy! /%4%’
Dezlel paid the unit a vlsit and stayed for dinner and te..

24 May Owing to cancellatlon of trg syllabus last week in 1ts greater part, all
available troops will receive trg as lald down for last week and in addition all tps

mist be claassified into Lhree groups: (a) Trained soldler, K.C.0. material, (b) train-

ed soldler, (c) others. This grading will be preliminary to organization. Lt.Col.

Hotheraill and Major Macdonald proceeded to Bde to attend Fmn Comds try conference. |

Lt. T.E. Stecle julned rotation from No. 3 C.I.R.U. Lisuts Morgan, Hodges, and Pope {

want to Ko. 5 C.I.R.U. and rotation. These offfcers will be missed but they are good /;;1(

orficers and they will do good at the R.U. on reinforcements. Size of the advance

party at Halnaker increase. Meeting of selection committee, C..., Z 1/c, Adjt, and
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Middleton
=Or-
Sea.

25 May

26 Mdy

all Coy Comds present. More important promotions were the boost in rank for Sgt. Logan
'A' Coy, Pte. Battle, H.Q. Coy, Cpl. Stannard, H.Q. Coy to A/C.S.M., A/L/Bgte. and A/Sgt
respectively. Several other ranks were confirmed in their ranks in No. 1 Platoon.

fieather cloudy at 1400 hrs the rain begen to fall. Training went on as usaal
and a continuation of classification of tps Into catesories. At L1500 hrs all avallable
men were paraded to the beach opposite the Phoenix Club for a demonstrition landing
by & section of the 12th Commandos. It so ha; pened that the tide came Iin more rapldly
than expected and the section was unable to put on the dlsplay effectively. At 1800
nrs, all ranks paraded to the Phoenix Club to see the films 'Infantry Sectlon Leader!
and 'Map Reading'. These f£ilms contained much informatlon and pointed out the desir-
able qualities of a g od Sectlion Leader and were appropriate at thels particuler time,
when all ranks are being graded for H.C.0. materlale. Lt. Col. Mothersill proceeded
to Noes 3 0.1.R.U. with other bn commds uf the Bde. Brigadier Sager was 0.C. Pariy.
Thé C.0. was able to arrange the return of several key! persomnel on the following
dr&ft. Hajor Reade reports success at HALNAETR CAMP, s8till no definite word of D!
day. It looks 1llke the normal TARFU,

To-days training went &s usuval along with classification of tps. Some coys am
making preparation 'awalting’ order to move L¢ new area, as a result, the Sports
Parade, scheduled for this afternoon was cancelled. AHL 1500 hrs, the besch patrol
reported a mine floating in to shore. 'A' Coy opened fire on it with rifles snd caused
it to sink before reaching the shore, at Fbb-tlde. It will be taken care of by the
proper authorities. In the evening th officers listened to & most interesting lecture

by Captain Graham Mclaushlin of the R.R.C. who spoke on the African Cempaigne. He servefl

four months with English Regiments. All officers learnt more from this lecture than
they have for months and all were envious of his experience. Weather fine, but air

had & definite 'blue tinge' when word was received that the unit would move to HALNAEKER
on the 28 May 45. !'TARFU' was corrsct - unit moves final instrs 51 en and- the unit
moves rirst instead of last. The G.7. of course was instructed to pregare ctbther unlt
camps before Halnaker and everything will be piled.up. Usual test tr Mintain order

>,

| 44
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Middleton
-Un-
Seas

27 May

28 May

8 chaos worked out by higher fmn.

The weather comtinued falr again to-day but training was interrupted due to
move Lo new area, at HALWAKER. 'B' & '0' Coys moved to-day and remainder of bn will
be leaving to-morrow. 53 personnel were taken on strength from No. 3 C.I.R.U. and are
posted to the vericus coys. ILieut. W.C. Wilson, I.0. left to-day on a two days course
on A.F.C.A. which is being held at Chatham House, St. James 85g., London. He accompan-
led the 2/i/c, Major B.J.S. Macdonald who would be terminating hls 2ourse by proceed-
ing on leave. 1/Capt. Cardy also athended the course. The eighty other ranks under
Captalrn Harrls and Lieut. Courtin returned from the visit to Corps. They moved by
march route from BOGNOR REGIS on the road to HALWAKER.

Remainder of the 3n moved to mew location . Bn.H.J. closéd down at Widdlston-
on-Sea and opened up at HALNAKER at 1200 hrs. 0.C. rear party is Major C.S. Reade.
Light and variable wind bo-day with temperature ranging from 52 to 60 degress. Bn.H.Q.
was busy gettlng established. General opinion of the camp good. It is to in order
(more or less) by Mon, 31 May 43. Of great opportunity is the nearness of the Mortar
and Rifle Ranges which have been badly needed for the trg of personnel. Probably now
the 2" Mortar will become known to all instead of being a foreigh weapon. To=-day
word was received the Col. Mothersill was to vacate command of the regiment w.e.f.

26 May 43. 8nd Major B.J.3. Macdonald will take over command of the unit w.e.f. 27
May 45. Auth C.M.H.Q. M.3.5955 dated 28 May 43. Col iothersill now has had command
of the unit since DIEPPE and has experiencedjust about every difficulty immaginable,
new officers, new other ranks from top to bottom and a consequent lack of qualified
coy comds. He had to contend with the short sighted policy of higher fmn who insisted
that the bn would have fo re-organize and at the same time would carry out an operat-
iogal role on the coast in a location that was undeniably difficult as the unit was
distributed along the coast, in a civilian area whilst control made things a bit
difficult and awkward. Inspite of these difficulties he has made a good job of re-

P = _W?N
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Middleston organizing the unlt and it is rather rubbing 1t in to have the unit move to such a
q' =on= set up as HALNAKER CAMP, a move he has advocated from the beginning, just as he has
! Sea. to relinquish command of the bn because of the inevidable over-age, something no

one can de anything about. It 1s with great relief that the cormmand 1s to be passed
Tl to an Esgsex Scot and to one such as Major Macdonald, who 1s well qualified to take
over the bn. There 1s litile doubt that the unit will continue to improve, aided e

greatly by Lt. Col. Macdonald's knowledge of tralining mehthods and his varied exper=~ ﬁ%ﬂ(
ience. . .

29 MJy This morning found the unit pretiy well settled and all the coys Lusy cleaning
up. A visit “rom the Brigadier at 1000 hrs so everydns got right up and went to
work s6 as Lo have good things in good shape; before his arrival. However the Brigadie¢r
did not show up and it is concluded the Bde Area must have demanded his attention.
At noon the camp was beginning to take on a tidy appearance as a resultz of the
morning efforts. The whole bn is camped in a fairly heavy wood at the south end of
Home Fm Estate which is surrounded by a high stone wall which eliminates the necegs-
ity of so many guards. Numerous trails branch out from the main road running rrom
the gete to HOM® FARM, which henceforth will be naned London Street. Bn.H.Q. is
located on the north side of Oulette Ave. at M.R.338277. All the trails have been
named after streets in Windsor, Onf., due to a suggestion b R.%.W. Potts. Thanks
to the usual tireless efforts of Supervisor Ginn of the Y.M.C.A. the boys enjoyed
the showing of highly rated films such as 'Pride of the Yankees'. Before the picture
Capt. Cardy requested of the men to feel it thelr 9HEY to attend the Church Service
to be held in the Y.M.C.A. Tent, Sunday morning. Capt Cardy and Lieut. W.C. Wilson
returned to the unit this evening having vompleted a course on A.7.C.A. Those
attending the course had the pleasure of hearing such speakers as the Hon,. Vincent Aé;%/
KA
Z

Massey, Anthony Eden and cther noted personalities from Australia, Africa and India.
The weather was fine and warm with 1light variable winds.

30 Hﬂy Bn had time out for a rest. All ranks have been very mich busy and short
leaves were held up in view of the needfor getting settled. Church Services were
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E Halnaker were both voluntary and both padres expressed pleasure as the attendance was guite good. /éi{
ﬁ Drop in temperzture - looks like rain.
T 51 Maly

All ranks busy in getting into fatigues and into getting the camp area in shape
because to=morrow its back to the trg syllabusagain if 1ts possible to follow the trg
syllabug, &t all. The biggest t oubls the poor bn comd has to conbtend with are the
amendments sent down, from Bde and higher famm to assist (?) =% in ecarrving 1t cut. HNHo.
5 Platoon did get in some Mortar practice during the day and 1% looks like we wan eredlt
them with some very nice shooting. In fact at the end of the day the whole camp had & 4Zg{

tidler appearmnce. As predicted = rain fell during the sarly morning, bui it was fime for
the cleanﬁggg

W

(B.J.8. MACDONAID, ED) It.Cols,
Officer Commanding,
/33su/ja Essex Scottish Regiment.

NOTE 2

Lt. Col. BE.J.S5. Macdonald did not actually take over command of the bn

uqtil his retun to the unit on the 28 Way 43. He proce=ded on leave with
effect 28 May and es he had proce:ded on &n A.2.0.4. Course on tie =7 Hay 45

was not Informed of his taking over Com and of the unit til1ll a telegram caught
up £6 him in Dublin. }
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