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During the n1 ,ht • a third Di v ra i, ., the GROESDE::JK a.:;.•ea net-ced three Pl\'s at the ra thar .. ,,,..;;. 11 1 

heavy cost of 16 killed or wounoei! . ·:r11e PWs turned out to be :from our old "f'riendsn I 

1051 Gr l?egt of 84 Div . The we!: t·, .... Yras cloudy and cold ar-;ain and the day was spent / f"JJ,,;J'Yi 
in route l!lB.rches or lectures . -'r.e "l .:CA put on a dift'erent ahcw from the previous 

1
. rvrv 

n:' ght , includ in::; a sinz- son;; duri.n: wh• eh everyone sang er,thus1aatica1 ly.. and impress:!. ely. 

!lliere was little of interest on nnot'"er cloudy , cool day . BHQ wus inspected by the Appx ' 7 ' 
A/CO in tho morning and wild was the rush to get equipment . A complete i:f somewhat 
mtley parade was the result . There was r,o si~n of a move , as yet , and the day was / 

411111
--wi 

taken up by trajnin ;, once more . r!ost ot· us warn surprised at t're Dutch winter ivv- "l . 
which, f'or one reason or another , wo had ex.,,ected to l'e ro"'lsonably salubrious . On 
the c'.lntrnry, snow lay crisp lT)Oil tl".e crcund and a raw wind blew , in the manner of 
home . 

The weather was ngain cloudy and cold . Dnrin_; the da,v a reoce party nent to the 
R Wp.3 R are.'l in G'(C1•:sn1IBK S0U'J:'I! - the o_ ne f'r:,"1 wr. eh we had pulled out on Christmas (,;J,.,, ~11 

Day. We +-ound that the Uin ipeBs hud zy,1lled back their lines some 5 - 600 yards , so VfVrri 
that they vmre no lon-;er sitt~n.-; on the r>t1emy 1 s doorstep , ready to spit in his eye . 
Otherwise thero was little activity and the day was taken u, with training . 

The Battalion went b, ck into the line today after its lone "rest" - i:f it could 'be I Appx ' 2 ' 
called a rest . The cha!" ~eover with the ,...innipegs be ~an at 1730 hrs and the rifle coy 
be ;an the 7 mile trek down a couple of hours ecU"lier . The s,~itch went without a bite· 
and by 1930 everyone was in posit'on . Thfl ·:::ttalion disnos,.ti-;n had 'D' Goy on the 
r_ight , on hir,h ground overlookin · saucer-li.':· · c.iuntr

0 
wh eh rose ln the EAST to .1the 

c 1 chwsld . 'D' Coy next 1.n the centre and 11'. 1 Coy forward on ,he left . 1 1, ' Co;, was 
in reserve . !?o our lef't wns thn 'Royni R(yt of Cannda ancl jn resorve , in the woods 
behind the RHLI . OUr first notion on getting into them'!l'i poE',it' on was to send recce 
patrols 0 11t to the areas occup:ied nreviously . In nll b..it one case , the positions 
proved to be Jrocc,,pied . A r;er:nnn patrol followed an 1A I Coy patrol led by Lt ~cJ1ill~n 
almost baclr into our lines . but turned back at the last minute . 
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ovemont becan to po r in .trom outposts and OPo as the Jerry wandered 
our right flank, apparently without lmo.-1ledge ot our proximity. Be did not 
kn01:1 that our outposts wore thore . Ho also seemed to hav1:1 retained his or1c-
1ons . altboush moving his FDLs fori.ard tn the 1•ight sectors . ne had MG posts 

story, once occupied by "C" Coy and also on the road loadinc ':."iE~TTIARD :from 
s seen, t:·1s 1ly enl]lt ed in ta -.:.1ng blaclcouts into plaoe on the morui.stary • Our 

a plootcred nnything nd ev rything ~hnt hove 1.nto view_. h.uving acquired an 
dly large quantity ot ammunition . l"f'ho day was roason-1uly quiet and cool and 

, virgin snow glistened evo1•ywhere. ~ihite snow suits were issued to the companies 
limited numbers and wore a trom,:ndQUS help to p.'.'.trols and outposts. '!'hey made a man 
ost invisible against the whito l.o.ckgro ,nd c.nd otartled a 1'ew 1nd1v1duals uho bumped 
o white- clnd 1'igures before realising that they wore thore. Padre Cardy never a man 
be stopped by dif!'ic lties hold a service for support coy 1n the Pionocr Pl B~. 

thcr cool , cloudy day with little to report except lncrease 
f'r0t:1 the aroa of the monaatary. In the early evening, s 

ortJd at a crossroads directly to the ~AST. uortar fir 
nd dispersed -.,hnt soel:led to ._o an enemy ration party 

tled 1n by no-:.r and ovory r,osslble form or heatlnc dovi 
rce, but wood was no proble111 tind on ;.he whole no one v,a.,. su 
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A "C" coy fighting patrol under Lt Austin attempted to cet into the 1;1onastnry durin 
the night. They crawled to •ith1n 50 yards or it along a ditch but had to cross an 
open space to get to the mona:itary un:i ,·:or c provonted froci no do!ug by the clear vis 
1bil1ty and crisp snow. ~hey reported a number of llOs in the ::rea and plenty of siC11s 
and sm...nds of the Jerry . -~._,.•e wa.s also a lot of enel!ly movcccnt during tho day and 
on one occasion our art~ llei•y caused cnaunltie:i amonc a 1wo1...p o!' .r. rries diS!~ing be ­
neath one of the ma:ieroi.s 1~ ,\ers 1n the n.rea . One t ·: ~-r ·llso hod trouble ,11.tb a 
mine, as a loud expl~s1.on wqs heard .followed by moan1ni • • :rurther rocce patrol to 
the mono.stary area during the evening coo.firmed Lt Au:.;• . .:.n:.i .findings and r-eported a 
nw:lber o.f ener.1y in the r:ionastary area . 

Reece patrols during the night f'ound the J. rry quite jittery and poppinc up flarea 
all over tho plu.ce . The day waa cloudy, cool and quiet except ror the first bit of 
enemy shellinG and mortaring that we hao received. It started shortly after 1500 hr 
and continued at intervals, for an hour , cnuslng little do.m:':lge. The e:memy continued 
to show hil:l!lelf quite a bit and our Mortars took l'ull advantage of hts carelessness. 
During the evoning, the engineers CO!m'l• need ork on t ho roads 1n the area, presum­
ubly for .forthcoming possibilities. In the evening a little harressing .fire was lai 
on the .monnotnry. It consisted of three men shooting PIATS and ~-:1 NS and caused r SM 
"Les" Dixon to report, picturesquely onough and in approved "veiled language" that 
"~hree little pots of jam are now shooting raspberries at the monnstary. 11 

·J:his was another cool, cloudy and uneventi'l .. l day. Pntrola durtnc the nit"ht had troub_.e 
1n finding Jerry to our F.A<;T although ho \'Ins thick and obvious to the SOOTimA5T. 
There was n little activity except some mortaring, until 1846 hrs when a number or 
Jerrles uere spotted attempting to take things out ot a curnizlB house . They were 
dispersed but continued to r.tand around and gape, from n r•oasonably safe distance, a 
1£ watching a .firewol'ks d !splay. Our five outponta reported a quiet time on the 
whol e . though there vas a consido?'1!ble amount of small arc:i fire and sor;e flare 
ctivity 1n tho over.ing . ffujor ,~ckenzie , the 2IC who had heen acting GO left today 

in the quiet i::ianner so typical of this efficient and very populn:• officer. Uajor 
"Cy" Steel e took over, in the c ntlnued absence of Lt col Fangman, with the best 
wishos of e veryone and \,1 th many months of extrei:1ely able handling of "D" coy behind 
him . 
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