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Pield 1 DEC 43 Fveryone seems t0 be doing two things at once this =orning., The NCOs school is
noving out. Baxing falent is reporting to the THCA suvervisor. Security leotures,
¥0s lecture and a spngial R.Cs FPadre hour for all coys. Both mess halls, all lecture
huts an’' the YMOA have been pressed Into use and todies of men go fras one L0 anothel.
The 2 1/c conducted a TEWT for all offrs covering cur antisipated "Exercise Allways"”
in the meas at 1000 hrs, Tunch at 1130 hrs and at 1230 hra the bn moved off, on foot
to bde for t'e bde sports meet. The bn teams did exceedingly well and should have
won every event., The rules were not well drawn however, and many arguments ensued
over the results, According to the rules we won the measage pedasing contest and the
A tk pun race, but were rrobably eorrectly, despite the rules, pleaced last on the
firat, because of the inaccuracy of the message and the latter cvent was eliminated _46?/'

I3

Q

from the scoring by the Brig to gsettle the dispute after we had won it. We alsoc placdd
Iast on the amn carrying race after it was found that through some oversight, we werg
one box short. We had such a lead however thit we could easily have still won with
the additional Dox had it been thore, The earrier, truck pulling, dressing and woune
ded man racas were won easily, giving us a lead of 8 points, The most important race
of the dey however, was the 11 eross country rnce nnd the rules called for 4 precise
dress and that all men should be from the same pl. We asemed to be the only ones who
ecomplied theoughoul¥ with all mules and the other entries were about to be disqualif-
fed by the Prip when the C.0. suggested ourtean reduce its ecuipment etec as much as
pogsible to that of the other teams so that we ¢ould have n race. This wns done but
even so one team had abouf hslf their men in light rubber shoes. The race on which 2¢
pointas were smlver ended with:the ten=s almost together with the RHLY and RRC each
gettine 10 pointa and ourselves 6. Tt appresred to us that both temms were well paddqd
however, with outside men andome seomed to be composed about 1/3 Sgts, The padding
was later foundéd to be the cnse. Tinnl score FIILI 45, Eassex Seot L4, B Regt C LO.The
C.0, is happy about the doy however, anml feels so strongly sbout the ludges adverse
decision on the A4 t¥ pl gun handling rAce he i1s allowing that pl to count full marks
in thé bn pl competition. P

2| DBRC A3 Today Ma jors F.A, Wansbrough and H.W.FP. Thomgon were discharred rrom hosyitel. They
are coming risht bask to us.but must 2o through 3 CIRY. How they don't 1ike the ided. dfgr'
Ordera hanve come through thot all personnel must be bsck fream leave by 1200 hrs 12 Vg
DEC 43 in preparation Tor "Frosty" or combtined ops trr, in Scogfland. Our men due to
lenve tanorrow wore despatched today, in order toa be back by midnichi of the 1lth.
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The 2 4/¢, Adjt, WeMs, Faymester and Major lai®d were NUT &t their best today. Reason
an imprompty party in honour of the CO0s birthday and & peest mortem on the speorts day.
The C.0s supplied the drinks and a first claess brand it was too. Briz Sager wss in
during the afterncon. The announced that he hed dispualified the RHLIIY and ERC in the
oross country run bacause of thelr composite team, Thus we are now the ¥inners by a

huge margin, It's unfeptunate these incidents occur. Sports mests should build esprit
the other two bns to another pl eross country run, anyiime, anyplsce under any

btna, a falr test. C.0s left today for a short three day atreet fighting course in
London. e'll bet the strest fighting doesn't stop when classes nre dismissed at 1700
hrs, B & D coys did their 25 mile yYoute marsh. The boys are steadlly wor'ing up to

in "Hot Spot™. Well named we'd say.

a view of holding an identification parade to loeste the soldisr involved in & fracas
at the Five Oaks Inn last nicht, After closine hours they had demanded that the pub-
1liean re-open. e had refused and soreone had broken a window valued at £10-0-0. The
proprietor was left with e jor Thomson iIn charse of the investigation as all offrs
then proceeded on a TENWT under Major Mingay. It had to do with "Advance and river
Crossinga™ and the ground selected was ideal, Our 2 1/c 18 an exeellent instructor.
1%, R. Desmeules and It, C.levesque, our two spec inec Fr Cdn Offrs returned to & CIRU]

offr in every respect. e are sorry to have Ilt. levesiue letive us, A special work
?arty was gsent Lo Flexhau Ranpes. They went out for two reasons (1) to build frains.
2) to appecse ome Lord Leccenfield who has been having a lot to say us to why this
area shouldn't e used for rances and who seems to Le more interested in the assertiof
of his petty ri-hts than in winning the war. Another work party went out 1s nine
trucihis for amunition, They returnsed aeround 1800 hrs with them all loaded. Tonight we
hear the 2 1/c 1s to leave us. He reports in the As¥. to HQ 3 Cdn Div %o take over th
duties of G.l. His departure will bPe & loss to the bnm that will be dirfficult to make

——

conditions. He would like to race ¢very pl against the corresponding pls of the other|

their objective of 40 miles in 18 hours. The wvening movie at the YHCA was Betty CGrable

The morning started off like the veritable merry-gzo-round, Farades were cancelled, with

The Tormer wss handicapped by his laok of English but the latter had been & first clags

de=gorps and what happens = hard feelinrse on the.psrt of many. The C.0, has chal]envmﬂjfyﬁ

Vit
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L |DEC. 43

5 [DEC AP

6 |DEC L4j3

The nomal Sat a.m., bn p rade was cancelled. In place of it all coys held their ow
individual inspection. The first hour and s half were spent in preparation for this, |
then the coy cormds made their own touwr of their area. The 2 1/c¢ made a rapid trip
thru kitehens, mess halls and other points used Ly the btn ag a Bhole. Immediately
afterwards Major lingay left ona trip to determine exactly when he starts his new
duties. By the way, our new messing offr Lt. R.A. Wright is dolng @ first eliass job.
Teda¥ when asked "how is the food these days™ the spontsneous reply was "I don't know
what's happened to the cooks these last four or five days but we're sure eating a lot
better." Last night 1t was decided to hold 2 dance in the offrs mess on 11 DEC L3,
The Adjt is 0.C. decorations and spent the afternoon is Horsham buying paint, wall
cleenser and trying to get ideas for making of curtains or drapes. If suceussfiul in
all his i1deas his "return to ¢ivilian ocecsupation” will mosi likely be interior
decorator, '

A real frosty morning it is toeday. Protestant church parade at 1000 hrs with the pipe
band in attendance. H/Capt Cardy delivered one of his "original" type of sermons. Ve
are told it's theme was last Wednesday Sports Day. The Q.M. and Adjt went to PEde in
the morning for a conference with the S.0. re Exercise "Frosty". At 1400 hrs the, C.0,
and A/2 i/e Major F.A. Wansbrough, also went to Bde to get more infmn re ssme egercis
Tmmediately on tleir return a coy comds medting was called and details of the two
meetings were passed on. To night the C.0. went down to vislt the newly started NCCs
school, dituated at Findon. Major F.A. Wansbrough and the padzre accompanied him,

It's aifficult to bdelleve but the fact does exlst. Almost two full coys being employ-

ed on duties. The duty coy has one pl on leave, and what with the NCOs school, clerks
school, men sick or excused duty, they haven't sufficient personnel. Wext for duty
goy 1s helpinz them out but ealls for extra duties as hauling rubble, work party for
the ranges, farm help ete, are so great that a second coy disaprears also. This
questlion of suards, dutles and fatigues demands an analysis and actlon to corredt. .
During the morning B & C coy trg concentrated on battle patrels, both lectures and
practiced. In the afternoon, all coys busied themselves with getting ready to move
out on "Exercise Allways". Just before noon all offrs andé approx 0 NCOs took off to
Harrow Hi1l to witness a demonstration "Crescendo”, an inf bn attdck sppported by two
fd regts and Bde Sp Gp upon a hastily rrepered enemy position. The F.M.Rs were the in
bn and their formaticns and tactices were good. The artillery was the best we've ever
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geen., It was aceurate, effective and impressive. Immediately after dinner the C.0. hid
a meeting of 4ll offrs re Exerclse "Frosty". It was interrupted in oxder to atte:
B, C and D coys amateur shows. No. 10 and 12 from B coy, 13 pl of C coy and 16 &
pls of D coy competed. The outstanding performance was that of 12 pl with Fte,
Anderson, a negro soldier as master of ceremonies. Not gquite so good, but close
behind were 10 & 16 pls., Afterwards the C.0., continued the meeting of all offrs,
reviewing the principles of the advance to contact phase of battle and the actlon

demanded upon first bumping the enemy.

| 7|'DEC 43 Pevellle and breskfast a half hour earlier this a.m. in order to be ready for our
move out. The Brig had put a blitz on the L.A.D. and workshop sc we have enough tow-
ers for our A tk guns but getting the hockey team to Brizhton was a problem until the
T.0. "Gus McCrimmon" convinced the RCASC offr to provide a TCV for this job. A good
| piece of work we think., The bn moved off from camp at 1000 hrs.crossing the start
\ line at 1020 insteed of 10L0O. Major Laird was leading and got his times slightly J/Jf'
mixed bringing about the 20 min error. Conc area was Cowdray Pk out of ¥jdhurst. hf
Avrival was just before noon. There is lots of room for us to spread out in this
beautiful park and it seems a shame to even drive onto the ground with our heavy
vehicles. A haversack lunch had been issued and this with hot tea served as lunch.
It only took a short time to nestle into our aresa and im the afternoon the C.0.
visited each coy checking their dispositions. Incidentally, Lt. W.C. Wilson our
I.0. is with us again. He reburned to us lagh nlght after the five weeks "IM" course
at Matloeck. The "Q"™ branch gave us a first class stew for supper and shortly after
the men started to bed down for the night. The C.0, went to bde for orders after
F which the dispositions of B & C coy were altered. The C.0. gave his orders to the bn
at approx 2100 hrs and as we were nobt affected by anything until morning almcst
everyone was in bed by 223C hrs. The weather wis beautiful and all had & real nights
sleep.

8| BEC A3 Breakfast at 0700 hrs and the marchHing tps with the commend gp crossed the start ling,
behind the R.R.C. Just after 0830 hrs. We &re second bn in the order of march so our T

"EY Echelon moves from parking ares to parking area under bde orders. South of Mid- jf /
a8 several hounrs
' Yeading bn and
wa bumped the eiemy

hurst in vicinity of Cocking, the Hoeyals ran into trouble and it u

before they were able to clear it up, Then we pasged thru beconi
Tust before reaphing the willage

v

proceeded Houth towards Singlelbon,
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9 TEC 13

on both levindown and Canade Mat Hill. D coy took on the latter, while B, C & A coys
eleared np the Levindown situation. Both attecks were put in guickly and well execule
ed, so rmoh sc that almeat no casusltles resulted. Froceeding scuthward more opposit-
lon was encountered passing thru Sinsleton, but the C.0. wasted no tine, hls recces
were Tast and orders snapplly civen. P coy did not return to the rond but conilnued
south aoross country. Thus evenbtuslly ell coys rejoined in a bn aticek on "The
the most prominent hill in this part of the country at 1430 hrs. The rain made it
impossible for vehleles to reach the top of the feature. A good aren was found for
them part way up, while B & C coys conaolldated on the featurs itself. A Coy, orizin-
ally phantom, but now made up of the HCOs school, the hockey team and elerks school,
called out Trom camp in the esrly meorning Ly the C«0s., ocoupied area Vest Dean. D eoy
& Pn WG occupled srea of West Dean Parks. Dinner eame up at approx 2300 hrs and every-
one wns readv for it. Cheecking of dispomitions, diessing end nine laying ocoupled most
of the nlsht. A1l had to be completed before "stand-to" ordered for 0700 - 0900 hrs,
The night was & -wet and eold vne but by morning the work was completed. The rifle
coys had Auz Qeep a2nd well, but Bn H.Qe. with thelr essortment of odds and sods need
gonstant attention to make them perform this necessary work.

1ieitinate excuse however. Dinnaer the night before had heen se late th-t even by
working all nizht they could not get the morning meal ready on tine. Hut when it dia
arrive it was still dark, end sone raln £alling. How the Ui, does his Job so well 1s
aeflanlt to understand. Ho one oould possibly eomplain of the well cooked hot food
he dished out and there was lots of 1t. Immedistely afterwards, the C.0. visited all
the rifle covy 8 to check their dispositions, Tire plen and administrative detsils. He
was well satidfisd with their work of the previous nicht. By now activity was at a
mindmum, The battle had moved over to the EHLI area and we were doing nothing except
waiting. This state continued until 1400 hrs when the cease fire came IThru. liove home
was by TCV but the S.P. was almost eight miles awny and the TCVs had had to pass the
tpas that far back to reach it. It is difficult to understand why the staff of higher
authority devended this, nnd it was the cause of & great deal of bltching on the pert
of the wen, although no compleints were heard up till then despite the weather, dige-

ine and sleepless night. The entire ba was bask in oamp by 1430 hras, a hot meal
served and 20 to bed after a wash-up.

Trundlf"

Breakfast hnd been ordered £or0630 hrs but the cookers came up 45 min late. They hed L
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! 10 u#c L3 It took the bn just a little longer than normal to gtart functioning this morning. It
& is usnal after an exercise feelinm, However by 0900 hrs the usual activity was appare
-nts Becurity leoture, medionl lecture and padres hour ocmupied the morning and in fzyf
the afternoon most personnel busied themselves with eleaning up and washing both d}

| clothes and themselves to rld themselves of the dirt from "Allways®". At night Msjor

| WWansbrough who is aeting 2 1/c and the Adjt took themselves to bde for the dance being
held there In the ofr mess.

, 11 DEC 43 A1l is activity this morning in anticipation of our move to Scotland for combined ops
£ treg. Coy coms are busy determining just how many men they will have to borrow from

/ 8p coy to bring thelr strength up to ¥W.P, OCther details of admn require attention
too. Has everyone clean elothes, are both pair of boots in good repair and the
nmmerous other small details, all of which require attention. At 1300 hrs all effrs
who participated in Exercise "Allways" went to the R Regt ©C for a conference held by
the GCC, The Ceneral reviewed the mistakes and errors of the exerclise so that they
gould be svoided In future. The only criticism of our regt was the crossing of the
3.1 20 min early, other than that, we were complimented on the speed and efficlency
with which we operated, once ziven the task of vangusrd. After the GOC had spoken the
Brip followed and then a few words by each of the bn or sp arm comds. Lt.Col. Vilder
of the Royals was particularly goo? when he pointed these errors were the result of
lack of practice, nct lask of knowledge. He also ccomplimented control on the handling
of the exercise and the ability and effectiveness of the umplres, Purinz cur mebsence
on "Allways" Capt. J. Maclellan assisted by the pmr, padre, sux service ofir and two
batmen hed painted and decorsated the mess, On our retura drapes had been hung, walls
painted und decorated with regimentel dieing, stoves pdlished and an indireet light-
ine system instclled. It woe a sight to behold and predominating everything was the
regimentel crest, cast on brichtly painted conerete mounted above the Tire palee.
"Jock” and his crew of workers are %o be complimented on thelr effort for they have
turned an ordinary drab Hiasen Hut into a confortable hone. Of course the maln resson
for thils decoration was the dance being held itonlght. Cuests started to arrive around
2100 hrs and ss the stock of liguor and food was in genercud suprly, the party was a
huge success. The IDrig and some of hls staff put in an appearsnce as did offra from
the R Pect C & FHLY. Vajor Yund and Lts, Walton, Havill & Jackson ocame down from the
R.,U. accorpanied by Major He Yennedy and Capt. A. Hayes jJust returned from Canada, so
all in all it was a rare night. Unfortunately to comply with the GOCs erder,

—_ — e ———— — e e —— —_——
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feativities stoyped at 0100 hra.
12 DEG 43 Sunday asaln bt not a day of rest. Personnel returning from leave must be warned and

prepared for Exeroise "Frosty". This is the unofficiel code name for our combined ops
trz in Scotland. Coy comds are s8till busy borrowing men from Sp coy to bring themsel- 1
ves up to strength and CSH Wilkinson of Sp coy is trying to deal with the problem of A '
taking our @uties by the resr party, when he deesn't know who will be on the resr éf

party. The CSM 18 making a real effort snd is coping with the situation effectively. ]
CiM3 Jeffery appeared before the C.0. toray and was remanded 86r a sumuary of evidence.
Hle has been charged with stealing 5600 cignrettes, the property of the 0.0., intended
for free distribution to the men,

13 DEG 43 Finsl preparations are being made Tor the move to Scotland, Coy comds ars making their
finnl adjustments after learning who has come back from AWIL, and who has gone AWL and
to ADS during the last 2i hrs, Ve are moving on two traina, 20 offrs and 420 ORs on
the firast train from Chrinst Hosp Sta at 1620 hrs and 9 offrsand 179 Oks on the seccnd

Trom Horsham at 1910 hrs. Baggage for both trains was delivered in the morning, the s
bn formed up at 1620 hrs to be addressed by the ".0. and thanked for their zoocd work .
on "Allways". Then led by the pipe band the first traln load marched off, A1l went é;?if

well and at the station before entraining the grestcoats were distributed, tea served .
and then offon our long trip., Bandwiches, cheese, raisins and en aprle couprised the
supper, About 2130 hrs & stop was miade at Essendine for tes after which the C,.C.
made a tour of the complete train. He stuck his hesd Into every compartment ensuring
that the men wore as comfortabie as possible and soon afterwards everyone hud settlead
down for the nleht.

14 DEG

o~
s

By daybrenk (which is not enrly but about 0900 hrs) we were well into Scotlamd, in the - g‘
vicinity of GClasgow. Our trein is an 0l4 oge and none too well equipped. Already 507 ﬁf L
of the coaches are out off witer., e are due &b our destinuation Dalmally Sta at 1120
hrs but the trsin is several hours late, No tea stop has bteen laid down for this
morning so the only drink avallable is the water in our bottles. How much the comfort
of the men would be improved 1f they would stop for tea nnd water st least twice in
every twenty four hours. Around 1100 hrs the CuC. in conversgation with cue of the
train crewe learns wu are heasded for Creenoch, the RHLI destinstion, This ecalls for a
conference of traln staff, o long halt and then we prooeed to back up until we pet on
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the vight linel By now all cur rations have been eaten so everyone is hunery also.
En route we skirt the fomouw and much sung lLoch Tomond and despite the uapleasant
weather, congluded it gertainly had possibilities of having "bonny, bonny banks".
Arcond i6G0 hrs we arrived at Dalnally, %o be met by tpt and delivered te our ten d a3l
hone at Castle Camp, Inveraray. The 17 mile drive was an interesting one, thru wooded
country with the occasional glimpse of a loch and we are sure it would be most
beautiful If the mist and f£alling darkness didn't obscure most of 1t fron view. The
advance party had done their work well. It was only a cuestion of minutes for the
coys to be led to thelr quarters and thenm to the mess halls far a hot meazl.

15|DEC 43 For the men today is en easr one. They were glven time %0 settle in, then appeared or
muster pnrade and went for a short route mareh in the morainzs, After luanch all attend-
ed a denonstration of typea of landing era’™ and then made use of the scranbling netd
under the CTC iastrs, For all offrs and twenty NCOs it was a different story. They j?y('
were kept busy all day. Startins at 0900 hrs they attended lectures or were shown ; |
Ti1lms of aspects of combined ops tre until 1830 hrs. Ineluded were opening address by t ' w
the cormandants Brig, Sir John laurie. A comblned ops film as well as one showlng the
landing in Sieilly, Thon a lecture on the naval as ects of combined ops. After lunch
onto the landing oraft demonstration followed by a lecture "iilitary Aspects of Combi
ned Ops™ by the € 1, LtCol A.J. Turmer, MG, This being a Eritish starf, we then had
pur break for tea when the Ce04y 2 1/0, Adlt and coy comda returned for e trg confer-

ence, After dinner the C.0. held his own coy comds meeting to make definite plans fon
the pext day,

16 |DEC 43 Trg foesn't gtart until 0900 hrs up here but it is geareely light then. Far the coys
ve at thelr beaches for this time, it means leaving around 0800 hrs and while it is
still very dmrk. This morning A & B coys went out for trg with the small type landing
erait, They took off fro: Auchnatra beach landins at Ard Na Slaite or Ardno Eeach
where atiacks were '‘ut in. C & D coys were out on whet the syllabug described as
. "boat pulling™ but whieh turned out to be 8inuply rowing a hesvy, life boet type of
eraft with large and unweildy oars. Cur only comment on this particulsr event is that
the crews should be taucht one fundamental faot re rowing, i.e, oars are dlpped into
and removed from the witer in umison, not in succession. immoﬂia1a1y after lunch, the
entire bn turned out for a demonstretion of bench signs followed by a Tilm "EHeach
Crganization.”™ The theatre 1s the best onwp ofnema we've ever seen and must seat
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confortably at least 600 people., Aftervards the men stayed on Por the films snd
lectures &he offrs and NCOs had had yesterday while those offrs and NCOs went onto thbir
smaller lecturs hall for a lecture on "Beach Organization", Thls was followed by a
lecture on a high level (almost staff work) on "Landinz Tobles and Soales™, Only
certaln offrs remained for this Inoluding the C.0., 2 i/6, Adjt, I.0. and Q.M. plus
. coy oomda and ‘heir 2 1/es. I was delivered by the DAA & (JIC, extremely well prep-
aredndnd deliversd and brought home the vast amount of work, detail and orpanization
negaegsary for a sugcessful lardine on a defended coast line,

17 DEC L3 B & C coys were off bafore dayvlirht (not so early as it sounds but at about 0300 hrs)
to Auchnatra Beash for thelr turns at trg with the small assault eraft snd I1CIs. A &
D coys moved to the pler in the willame Tor 10T drill. These latber vessels =re large
enourh to carry a coy at a time and sre the typre we may ke expected to use as a
follow up division when we get sround to the invasion of the continent. The afternconb ol
prograrme was identical to that of the morning, the coys only switehing thelr trg so (/ﬂ/
that all would sover the seme type of work by the end of the day. The FGCM of COMS L}
Jeffery was held today, It looks as tho It micht %e a prolonged affair, The Tirst
witness was held@ by the court for over an hour. Those out in the boats this afternoon
had an unpleasant time. Our threatening elouds decided to drop their rein and everyvong got
reagonably wet. One comTortine thourht however, we have the baths today so many of thi

men sen get & hot shower and elean up on thelr return. Trg ended today =t 1630 hrs.
The C.0s dally Prg meetins was held immediately afterwards and with a free nizht most
offrs, WOs and Beta went to the dance at the large NALFT at Duke’s Campe It was a
rleasant relaxation In this larce and comfortable bullding and was a break enjoyed by
all who attended.

18 DEC 13 This morning all the covs went out to practice in fact what untll now had teen only
theory. The coys each erbarked in successlon in four 1L.0As fro- Aunchnatra, proceeded jfé?l
across Toch Fyne to land on the prepared beach at Ardno. Having orossed the besgh
at top speed each coy followsd the gimns tonking them thru the trsnsit and assenbly
areas and ao onto Ard Na Slalte. Back onto the ICAs t0 be brought to the beach at
Inveraray where the C.0. was chesking the time Pequired to desembark. Our time is not
as fast as 1t might be. We take 25 seconds to unload an LCA of 35 men and they tell up
it dan be done In 9 secons. How it's done ias hard to say for our men co e off in
rapid suceesslon and at full speed. In the afterncon A2 B coys went out Tor boat
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pulling while C & D coys took off for the watoh tower on top of gur highest adjacent
hill, coy reported a questionable record time of 14 min from their lines to the
tower but somehew we can't help but take this report »ith a grain of salt. The day
4 has been & wet and rainy one. e were to go out tonight on 18I and 1end on a prey&ra?
beneh from small oraft but the 7 2 phoned to cansel the event. This announcement whel
made to the assembled offrs was heartily cheered.

19 DEC 3 Althoueh 1t's Bunday trg starts at 0900 hrs. The entire bn with the exception of the 5
gor eomds went to the main cinema to hear a leecture on The Royal lavy. It was |
informative and well delivered with sufficifent humor to =aXe it iaterssting. 4 film
"Landings at Salerno” followed nrd then several trg filns Including one showing the
Elght Army in sction. In the meantime the coy comds were at Nells Glen to look over
the ground for the field firing exeroise. The eneny posn is a difficult one to reach
and the steep ravine between thiec sbart line snd the pesn will make for many tired :
men and perhaps a few casualties, The weather again necessitated the rostponment of Eﬁgg/
our plammed &fternoon exercise - lLanding on a Shallow PBeaech. Practice in new battle i
drill tnotics was subatituted except for A coy who deoided to try to equal C coy's
time in the mountain climb, It couldn't have been as geod fer we've heard no boast-
ing tonight. The mortar pl got in some firing et Hells Tlen this afternoon. Cart.
Burgess reportod firat class scores os bombs were on the target with & minfeus of
ranginr. The Erig and hisz staff and the C.0s wors entertained at tea st the castle
by the Duke of Argyll. The C.0. reports a most Interesting visit to this famous
cagtle and a renewal of the old fued with the Campbells, for the Duke is chieftain
of Clan Campbell, and the Macdcnalds were undoubtedly a bad lot, especially the
Antrims, according to the Duke anyway.

20| DEC 43 Exercise "Furnace™ is our progremme for téday. The bn embarksd on landing aerart at
Admirals Beach and moved 7 or 8 miles down lLoch Fyne to lsnd on the beseh near the
town of Furnace, Rain came down soon after boarding the eraft and this coupled with
a rough sea which kept breaking over the bow, soon had everyone thoroushly wet. A
few were sva sick, On landins, to simulate actaal warfare, land mines and other
explosives were detonated, One which exploded under water just as our remp was
lowered threw a geyser of water into the air and landed in the craft, It wes as
effective in scaking everyone as a first class fire hose. Our beach was & prepared
one so we passed thru the transit area to assembly area cuickly. Here a short stop
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21 DrC L3

DEC 13

took plage and our haversack lunch eaten. As & follow up div we are now to break
out 'of the btridghead, already established by the asssult dlv. e start to march with
the objeet of capturing a mythical aerdrcme when et the perimeter of the bridgehead
we ceme under fire., The C.C. had his "0" Gp in a small woo? adjacent to the maln roam
and organized his bn attack. This was put In culekly (8 & P fwd with C passing thru
A to espture a second feature. The enemy posn was on high ground, but well concealed
altho steep epproaches existed. The artillery conc kept the enemies heads down and
when 1t was 1ifted the final assault was successful. AJ)l soys then made their way
across the rough, bdozgy and wet hillsg, to reassemble on *he main road several miles
nearer home to resume the return march to thelr billetts. The one day exercise waa &
planned one end brought out many of the points of combined ops traz.

Bodays programme calle Tor coy sttacks, which are "wet” in all respects = alsc cold.
The coya in turn embark et Sslmon Beach, are transported across loch Fyne for a fd
firing exercise at Hells Clen., The area i1s well named, beingz rough highlsnd eountry,
ecld and windy, boggy and wet, interlsced with the nucleus of numercus creeks. The
0.0. had succee‘sd in placing his enemy posa in an area that necessitated crcasing
twe deep and extremely rough ravines. To negotlate these was a trsacheroug task but
each coy 4id it successfully and with no accidents, It speaks well for the trz of
the men and the attention glven to the erossing of these hazards by the offrs & NCOs
P, C & B coys attacks were put in smoothly and effectlvely but A ccys orders became
"garbled” somewhere from time of lssus to time of receipt, and their attsok started
out wrong. It was necessary to stop them, call them back and start over, The second
time all went well, the enemy were annihilated and 4 coy was at liberty to return to
csmp and to prepare ror our final exercise of this speciaslized trg. D & C coys board
the R¥A Ennerdale at 1800 hrs and B & C coys and BnHQ embarked on 8,S. Duke of Argyvl
at 1900 hrs, During the evenine Cpl, Macdonald held an "Ov Gp for the offrs on each
ship to make sure that all were in the picture. At 2100 hrs tea and cake wem served
to the men and socon all were bedded down Tfor the nis

Reveille was at 0615 hrs and breskrast was sompleted by (715 hrs. Tps on board S.%.
Duke of Argyll boarded LCAs and moved toward the head of loch Fyne at €305 hrs. A
short time later the 5.8, Duke of Argyll hoisted anchor and lefi for more active
operations, Between #615 hrs and 1115 hrs the coys landed at Ardinglass Reach, passe
throuch the Transit Area to the Concentration fArea in the wieinity of Ardno. Col.
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‘Macflonald moved forw rd along the Hell's Clen Rd to meke his recce. An 0.7, was
chogen on a high cragfrom which both enemy localities eould be oRdarly seen. Coy
gomds arrived about 1215 hrs for the "O™ Gp. Zern hr was set for 13C0 hra so that

struggled up the hill to the O.F, and were present to hear ths orders and see the
attack oo in, A coy took the eneny ravine posn while the enemy knoll posn was taken
by a frontal attock with D ooy rt and C ooy 1t, while B coy provided S,L. and flank
protection, The bn put on an excellent show &nd Gen Burns commented favourably on thé
exergise. On completion of the attack tps reembarked at Ardno Beach and landed at
Salmon Baach, An issuefum 414 much to make the lads forget the cold and wet weather
of Hells Glen. During the evening some members of the rest found relaxation at the
REME dance held in the MAAFT Hall, Inveraray. Prom all reports the arfnir was oquite
a success.

23 DEC 13 Heveille and breskfast a half hour later as only preparations for our move back to
our permanent camp take placse today. During the a.m. all coys were busy returaing
stores and cleaning billets and 1ines. The Adjt, and Q.M. had their numerocus small
detalls to look after and the cooks with numerous helpsrs were still making sufflie-
font sandwiches fer almost 700 men for three meals. This involves outting mountains
of bread and to provide a filling for them causes the Q.M. no end of %Oorrys. The rear
party leaves tomorrow and we expect them home in time for Imas dinner but the vehielé
party does not leave until the norning of 26 DEC, Arrangements have been made for
thelr Xmas dinner and dsy to be spent in econjunction with the R Rept C rear party,
under C,T."s supervispon, The lopal camp awthorities have bgen mist co-cperative and
we #ure pure will provide a satisfactory day for the boys. A late dinner was served
and at 1600 hrs tea and biseuits after which the men were loaded into vehloles and
transported to Dalmally Sta, This 17 mile trip was a slow one as the narrow winding
semi-mountalnous road was wet, slippery and in spots coverad with ice. Unrortunately
our train came in ¥ith two less coabbes than we had on ocur up journsy, It meant
putting up to eisht men in a compartment = a mighty tisht squeeze. At Btirling we
were ziven another coach and 55 men frem C coy who were scattered throughout the
traln were emalpamated into 1t, relieving the general pressure bul =till meking a
very full trein. Coys $ssued thelr rations, soon everyone w=s settled in comparative
sonfort and we were on our way back to HORSHAN,

11ttle time was lost in gettinz the tn Into action. Maj Cen Burns and Erig Sager both
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24| DEC 43 Stop for tea &t lewocastle at 08CO hrs., It i1z a pleasant bresk to get some Tresh air
and a hot drink. The trair is only a hal? hour late - much better thun we had hoped
for in vierof the Christmas season, The coaches ea on the up trip are short of water|
iy can't water be taken on during the tea stop? Good time is maintained all morning
and by 1230 hrs we hed passed Claphen Junc, If our ensinser isn't careful he'll have
us hobe on time. We arrived at Morshem Sta just over a half hour late. The bn startej
te mereh %o camp by soys, each led by a piper, to be plcked up ms quickly as possiblg
by what tpt was available as a shuttle service, The rear party had not been resting qurinz
our absence, On arrival we are gweeted by newly erected wire, freshly painted posts S
and white washed surbs, 4n front of the DIOR Capt. J. Maclellan had erecied a large of
Christmas Tree and to fop 1t all a superb flag pole fram whioh flew The Union Jack, i
Then oame the business of prepiring men for leave. Getting passes in order, paying
the men andé sending them off to the Sta, Jut everything went off satisfactorily and
nost offrs Tound Sime,later in the ovening to wander to the Toat Club arter the
luxnury of a hot shower., At 1700 hrs the rear perty in chirce of the Q.M. and I.0. left
by HMT for Dalmally where they boarded the train at 1800 hrs, “round 2045 hrs they
arrived in Stirlinz only to 7ind that the Christmas Eve supply of lesversges was very
limited,

25| DEC 343 It's Chriastmas Day. In camp many are sarrying hesdached from tho previoue evening's
celebration, but the splrit of Christmas i1s 1n the alr. The rear pariy arrived back
in camp around noon, Christmas ehmreh service and eomunion was held at 1100 hrs for
Frotestants and 1145 hra for R.Cs. Before the serviee Chrisimas Carols were sung.
The Sgts very plessantly entertained the offrs in thelr mess and Briz Sager visited =
us there, At 1500 hrs offrs, WOs and Sgts served the men Christmas dinner. It wis a g;@g/
real spread with practically all the trimmings. Everyone enjoved it "to the full”
and the C.0. managed quring & bitef Iull In the festive din to wish everyone & Herry
Christmas. At 1700 hrs the offwss sat down to their Christmas @inner. Cpl Hoale, less
steward and Cpl Baker, cook, had done & good job and shen the meal was Tinished
exprassions of satisfaction were seen throughout the diniinz room, During the

| renainder of the day many orened imas gifts, read greetings from home and thousht of
their Tamillies and f#iends back home. In the wvening "Read to Glory™ was shown at th
YHMCA hut, Major Mingny spent the day with us and Treports a most amusing story of how
his batman Pte. llson, lay out scor:s of Lorne Scots in e mild difference of opinio
at 3 Div HG, It final 'y became a question &f HQ which had to go - Wilson or the Lorn
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Soots pl - and Wilson won, Eravo Fssex. The best Christmas in Englend for the Regt.

28 [DEC LB Sunday was pretty much a day of cemplete rest, Muny were absent on lesve or spending the
| day with friends in the surrounding area. The camp was prac:lically deserted aszd very g{éf‘

quiets In the evening however, activity inoreased somewhat as the WAAFI staff enter-

tained thelr friends at a party. The Q.M. and Messing Offr report the eveaning as

being & hipghly successful one.

27 DEC LB The waek reluctantly got under way. Although oivilians kept Soxing Dsy as a Holiday
the Ammy overlooked tiils and got down to business agein. The NG0s school which had
been interrupted by Exeroise Frosty moved off the its quarters at Findon, The Court
Martial of OIS Jeffery continued. Inthe afternoon Col. lacdonald made a recce of .
trg area 7 in preparation for the bn demonstration which is to ta-e piace on Wed. éiﬁ7l
Courts of Inquiry were convened to inquire into and report on (1) tee injury sustain-
ed by Fte, W.A. Parsons when the ramp of &n ICM foll on him durine trg in Seotland
(2) the absence of Fte. B.lL. Smith (21 days) (3) the leoss of a 2" mortsr whieh aceid-
entally fell into Loch Fyne during movement of tps from I3I to LCAs vla the sorambling
net. "Escape to Clory" was shown at tho ¥Y,M.C.i. during the eveninz.

h

28 DEC 4B Trg “or the day consisted of general elesning, weapon inspection and Cerman {dentific
ations for B coy, Pattle drill and 30 vd range for C ooy, battle Arill sad TOET for é;@g’.

D coye In the morning Col Macdonald and all coy comds went to Harrow Hill in t*# area
# 7 to recee the ground to be used for the 5n demonstration on led. In the afternoscn
the 0.0, addressed all coys in the ¥ hut and exrlained to them Just Low the exercise
would/ be conducted on the followinz ddy. Murins the day, the hockey tean held another
practice in Brirhton. In the evening an excellent Foxing Show was »ut on in the ¥
Bports tent. The show was in charze of Y Supervisor Cody Yoffatt who also refersed the
bouts, Visiting opponents were from the Ameriecan Arny Camp nesr Billingshurst. The
Americen lads w-re all negroes and put on an excellent show. All bouts were called i i
"draws” and the bouts met with the whole=hearted approval of the larpe sudience.
Evidence of the evening's action is beins carried b 1/Cpl Cecile as he exhibits one
eye with a eoloured backe-ground. Toward the end of the show Jo)l Macdonald complinented
the boxers on their fine display and their sportsmsnship. The 0.C. the American party
spoke briefly thanking Col. Masdonald and hoped they would be able to arrange a returp
bout in the near future.
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: 29 |DEC 43 Reveille was a little earlier this morning so that by 0800 hrs the Tirst tps were

moving off by MT fo trg area 7. The day was dull with & very low ceiling. On arriv-
ing at Harrow ¥ill the area was found to be culte fousgy with visibility of perhaps
500 yds. Howaver the C.0. put the ba through & dry practlice of the attack using
frontal attack, wedze formation, one pl up, D coy rt, B coy 1t, with 4 sp D and C sp
; B, Carriers and mortars were sllotted normal atiack tasks. The scheme was set up so
L that fire Torth-South ridges A,5,0,D and E were used. Ridse A was the S.L. while C
y and D contained enemy poans, Siight ad justuments in tining were found necsessary arfter
the dry practice. Iunch was served at 1230 hrs, These haversacl lunches seemed
tastler than usuel and we pass the compliments on to our efficieni Messing Offyr, It,
f Ron #right, At 1345 a D.R, was sent with m messape inferming the inspecting offrs of
\ the porr visibility (now sbout 150 yds). Hoewever, the D.R. was unable to contact the
inspection party with the result thot they arrived at Michelprove Pm. The Inspection
Party was somprised of It.Cen. E.V. Sansom, CB, D30, Comd 2 Cdr Corps, Maj.%en, E.lL.
M, Burns, Comd 2 Cdn Inf Div and Brig J,.E. Sager, ED, Comd, 4 Cdn Inf Bde. The
inspecting offrs were driven by jeep to Harrow 2411 ana on seelng the migts in thet
viginity decided that the demonstration should be called off. The bn returned to
81inrold Comp with feelines depressed, btoth by the lost opportun!ty of putting om 2
show for the "DBrass Hats"™ and alsc because through unforseen circumstances the bn
weloomine commitiee for the Imayeeting 0ffrs was not at correct W.E, when 1t arrived
at the ilighelgrove Rv., In the svening the C.0., A1l majors aud Canrts went to 4 Fde
H4. to listen to & reviev of Txerecise "Allways"., Cel Fawle had excellent constructive
oritiolsm for same 50 min which wus followed by a lengthy review of "illways™ and '
"Frosty" by Brig Sager. Entertalmment was provided at the YWMCA hut by an ENSA party
which was entertained after the show in the Orffrs lMgss. '

Q\
o

3¢ DEC P ®rg for the day consisted of battle drill "F1 in the attaok and defence™ for B & C
ocops while D coy went to Colgate Ranges. Capt. Cottrell was kept quite busy through= 4
out the day and eveninz dolling out the f£inal pay for the vear 1943. In the sfterncon 5/’gff
CPIS Jeffery, S.5. left for the prison at lewes whereihe will serve a two year term, Jf j
He was found gullty of selliang clgarettes, the property of “the regt. The TMCA was
the scene of gay activity when about one hundred children from S1infold School and
Billingshurat Sohool were entertnined. Supervisor Cody Moffatt wns in charge of the
party and wes masisted by several of'frs, MCO g and men. Several Hickey Mouse movics
were enjoyed by the children after which lunch and candies were served. Santa Claus

= = L — j— —— 8 - - — - —— . - - T — S — ——— -

e O =~ N . e — e 3 .
= e J -~ -
E ) s 1 "'
Pt " J ~ PR ) T me— h L e
e o b R ™ T il y— YT




WP v

ar Diarios. (which will be kept from first
day of mobilization, creation or embodi- ‘OR
ment), are contained in F.S, Regs. Vol. 1.

J
1
I
|
ki

g

Original, duplicate and triplicate to be
forwarded to O.i/c 2nd Echelon for disposal.

g SRR e (Erase heading not required)
Page 16 '
Remarks, references
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Appe__::{:‘:’lces and
mnivials

in the person of 1L/0pl Barelay of WQ coy arrived amid the swixl of pipes and

glstribtuted a gift from the Christmas tree to ench child, The party conciuded around

1630 hrs and by the expressions on the children's faces one could tell they had

eiJoyed svery minute of it, In the evening some of the offrs were guests of the

of fra at the neurby American Camp (Jouth of Summer's Flace) and enjoyed the evening

veyy rmeh,

3] DEC &3 A 12 mile route march was ths treg for B, 0 & D coys in the mornine, The aefternochn

was ziven over to sports and soccer seemed to rrovide plenty of exerédse for most
of the personnel. Several members of the regt who d1d not zet gpetial Jesve at
Christmas left 1n the arternoon for speoisl Wew Years Leave. Arcund 1600 hrs Capt
Johnnie Maclellan and his A tk pl returned ‘from a 3 day shoot at Purling Cap, They
report a bip Improvement in score over the last shoot. Althoush nosed out of top
place by the R Tegt C the pl feel eertain that next time they will have the high
seore, In the evening the offrs held a Wew Years Eve darce in the mess, Although

several were nbsent) on lemve a moderate number enjoved the evenines to the full, Nusip

was suppiled by the YHCA smplifving system with a Tew speclal numbers rendered by a
¢oloured pilaniat from the nearby /imerican Camp. Visltors were present from the RHLI
and 4 Pde, it 2L00 hrs Col Macdonsld wished everyone a Havpy New Year and snncunced
the location of the HMistletoe. Vollowinz the COs example the fuedts were soen lined
up to take full sdvantace of the Few Years®' Custom, By specisl permission of G.0.C.
the party sontinued until 0200 hrs when it wes brousht to & ecnelusion by an unusual
renditlon of the Watlonal Anthem by It. Roy Taylor. The evenlns was conasldersd one
of the best Vew Years' Tvea spent 1n Enslend, ABd so a most interesting yenr in the
1ife of our Regt ends, & yenr in whieh under two C.0s we completely recover from

the dlsaster of Dieppe, We face 194LL realizing how portentious 4% will be for us

but with complete confidence in our own abilify and that of our comrases to fzce any,

test or perform any task glven to us, with oredit to the finest and best traditions
of the Wegt,

(Bed o8a MACDONALD) 1t.Col.,
Officer Commanding,
RSSEX SCOTTISH RECIMENT.
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