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troops are noted could be seen in the way that mapy of the iroops fixed up their dugs

The Bn moved back Into the line on a cloudy, urpleasant day. The move began ai
13230 hre snd was completed in good style, by 1630 hrs, 4 Bde was deployed on the
outgkirts of MOOK with the RHLL on the Bastern front, RRC to the South and Vest and
the Essex fcottish wedged between the two and slightiy to the rear, Hehind the Hde
to the VWest, ran the River Meuse, The ground was rather umsunl in the Bide ares,
The RHLI posns were in thick woeds, which were part of a reforesimiion project, and
threugh which van a gully haunted Sy the patrols of both sides, Infiltration in
this area mas a sinple matier but keeping direction was a d4iffienlt preblem, In ad-
dition the woods were wired, mined and booby=trapped and no cne had a very clear ided
of where these obstacles were, The RR( posns were to the West, covering the main
road and extending &s far as the river Meuse. The ground in the Royale area was as
flat as a billiard da233 and quite barven., The heavy rains and conseguent flooding
had made a regulaxr rud flat of the position and one Coy at least had to be fad at
night by Weasels. Contact with the Germens was very close and & man had only to
gtlck his head up to Tind ocutwhere they wera, The Essex Scottish posns were on hiszh
ground behind the RHLI and to the 1ot of the RED. "B" Coy was on the left in compan
atively opsn country, "C" Coy in the centre on the forward slope of a hill which ran
down to a drew betwsen our positions snd those of the RHII., "L Coy was o the ri.;;m\
of C with the platoons strung in a line nlonz a road which rac thyough a heavily
wooded sully. "A" Coy was on the rizht flank on high grouné overlooking the main
road from Mook to Nijmegen.. BHQ and Bunport Coy were in houses in lowe=lying ground
on the Southsrn outskirts of Mook, The BEn role =ppesared to be 2 relatively easy one
as we were in reseyve and had no special tasks, Nearly all of the mesn were in dug-
outs, howaver, and the mud and cold made things unpleasant,

Tha weather took a turn for the worse and there was rain and sleet Guring a
night which wag uneventiule The dsy was quiet and recoreational transpoxrt was provids
ed to Tijmegen for a limited number, The RHLI distinguished themselves by taking 3
P¥ durinz the evening as a result of an aggressive patrol,; These wers the first
taken on the Divisional front - or in fact on the Corps front - and great was the rad
Juieing, ‘The prisoners; 2 or whom ware over 40 years of age, proved to be from 1224
Gr Regt of 1390 Div and talked freely, The initiative and energy for which Canadian

bﬁxs@-'aome of them were positively remarksble, /2
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MEOK SU% It rained sgain during the nisht and the morning was cloudy =nd cool, AL 1000 ‘§@@¢4
No,.12 WW(E) 3 hrs Lt Col Pangman went to 4 Bde to act a2s Brigadier while Hyig Cabeldu went on leavel
GROESBERK DEC Major Don Mackenszie therefors, became A/CO, In the afternoon 26 Helgians, armed and
1325,000 44 equipped with Osnadian materials arrived at BHO, ready and anxious to fisght with us,
¥hera they were Trom o» who had sent them was not clear but we oould not accent their gfg'
services, however, much we mizht have sdmired their spirit. The day was uneventful
iotherwise, Patrols on the de front reporied contact with the enemy who remainsd,
never-the-less, quite unaguressive.
MOCK MON The weather cleared and & welcome sun dried up some of the mud, Another unevente
Fo.1l2 WW(E) 4 ful day Tollowed with moving plcturss at the "Y' and in I'ijnezen to relieve the mone gféfﬂ
GROESR TEK DEC otony for some, The RHLI and HRC reported some sclivity in their patwols but ouyr own '
1:25000 44 patenl program was nil, The Germans continued to be comperatively inactive on our
front, althoush sensitive to any movement or shelling,
MCOK TUS The weathey, so important to Allisd hopes of an early vietory, was cloudy and
Yo.l2 WW(E) 5 ecool again, There was litile of intsrest during the day except that s Hde patrol
GROESREEK DEC cantre was opened in Mook, The centre was actually a resting plece Tor men coming
1:25000 44 in wat and nungry from patrols. It provided s warm bed, focd and hot drinks as well éﬁlg—'
&g a place to dry and clean clothea, It was soon to bacome very mopular, luring the '
evening, the W70 phoned to say that one of our patrols was trying to push through
their linees using a two day old password., ¥We were rather amazed =% this as none of
our patrols were out. Investigstion showed that it was a patrol Trom 5 3de who haé
y baen causing almost as much trouble as the snemy,
MOOK WED It was cloudy again in the morning, but cleared in the afternoon, Once agsin
Foe.12 WW(E) 6 | there was little =ctivity - thouzh the WiGs and heavy mertars of the Toronto Scottish
GROESBEEK DREC kept the enemy hopping on our front. It Col Pangman reiurned to the fold after his i
1325000 44 sojouwrn at 4 Bde, The Chrisimas spirit was in the air as.parcels from home came role Jfér
ling in, to remind the forgetful of wives, mothers and sweethearts, Wooden shoes werp °
& popular Chrisimzg present to those at home, partly because they were typical and
gartl becauge lititle else was obtainable, Patrols from the RRC and RILT had litile
roub{Q in finding the German but closing in for a kill was a different proposition
due, chiefly, to tThe nature of the country, e -3 . /3
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MOOEE THU The nizht was notable for a 2 platoon atsack by the RHC of 5 Bde in the area W/,
No.l2 BW(E) 7 betneen the RHII and Calgary Highlanders. In the attack, 1 ™ was captured, but the
GROESBEEK DEC patrol suffered a number of casualties, although estimating thst they hed killsd 27
© 1325000 42 of the enemy, Tha day was migeryable a3 rain poured down, turning iks roades aud | ﬂ,ﬂ
' tracks into mires, Wet fmet were the rule, despite rubber boots and an attack of i
trench feet hecame a worry, During the evening probably £s & result of the 5 TJde
attack, "B" and "C" Coy received & few mortar bombs, but no casualties were suffered,
MOOK FRT The weather turned fair again and a waym sun was much appreciated, The roads in
. Fo.12 WW(RE) 8 the vieinity were, on the whole, well drained end improved itremendously with a Tew gf g’ ]
GROESRTERK DG hourg respite from rain, Another quiet day followed, notasble only for one of the us-~
1:25000 44 1l "paratroop landing” scares, Such rmours arise ccecagionally, grow and spread,
with stertling rapidity, Preparations were started on a Dattalion cancge whieh, it
§n00§2 nie) was hoped, would take place on 18 DRC at the Wintergarden in HIJMEGEN,
MOéK SAT The day was cloudy and dull, Activity was at a minimum although snipers were ¥ 2,
No,12 TW(E) 9 busy on the RHLI front, The only Basex Scottish commitment on the front was a stand- O,J y
GROESHREEK nre ing patrol in the RNULI sector, so the Bn was having an casy time, though living con- '
1:25,000 44 ditions were poor, Recreational transport was provided for a small percentaze to the
Bos theatre in NIJMETEN and this was much appreciated.
MOOK' SUR _ The monotonous routine continued although the weather improved snd 2 bright sun
0,12 T™W(E) 10 shone a“ter a night of heavy rain., Activity was sgain 11 ht and was restricted to g
GROESBERK nE patrolling on the part of the RILI sand Foyals, A standing patrol fom the latter ‘27 £
1:25000 44 regiment spotted two Germans walking towards thems, As the Jerries got within a few
yards a green member of the Rovals® patrol shouted, "Hey Bud" at them. The Jevries
preuptly fired snd escaped in the general confusion. 3
MOOK 11 , The day was nctable only for the arrival o a recce party from the Regt de
0.12 WW(R) Malssoneuve from 5 Bde who were to take over from us in the near future. It could e
TORSEL not e sald that the type of warfare the Canadians wers fighting at present was ;
:25000 eonducive to the best of morale. The feeling that we were getting no closer to the
end of the war, the weather and the thoughts of Christmas combined to cause a general
lack of enthusiasm which, tho gh by no means serlous, was noticeable. /4
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cut. The changeover between the Calgarys and the RVLI was marred by the fact that
soeme of the Calgary's vehicles used an expoged route and promptly came under fire.
We wers glad to be out and found that the river which had been lapping at our door-
steps on the previous occasion, had receded considerably. A trg syllabus had been

dravn up and we also looked forward Lo the natbtalion dance znd the Padre's Christmas
concert, 3 /5

Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Appe‘t?dd_;ces and
inials
11 There waa nothing of interest during the day which was cleasr after a cloudy start. éfér‘
DEC Our only activity was the standing patrol in the RMLT sector, which had becose a

nightly featurse.
HOCK i2 The weather was clear and very mild. Activity was again slizht and consisted of WJ/ 7
No.l2 FBW(E) [DEC patrolling and sniping. Due to the rlooding the RRC area afforded little for i
GRORSBEER ' |44 variety in the way ¢f patrols and the clecse country also limited RELI patrolling. QfJ
1:25000 During the week a Brigade patrol centre hsd been opened in KOCK. 7The ldea had

originated with Brig Cabeldu and promised very good results. At the centre, tired and

dirty men, back from patrols, could rest, wash and get some good meals. It soom

proved popular with all the units of 4 Bdo.
EOCK 13 The CGerman was & little more active today and popped over a f'ew rockets shertly .
NC.12 NW(R) |DEC after dark cavasing some excitement but little damage. The day otherwise was dull, in gfér
GR OESBEEK 44 keeping with the weather. There was no rain but plenty of slippery mud to trap the
1:25000 unwary driver.
HOOK 14 Shortly after midnight the Jerry guddently bubbled over with enerry. About 40
NOC.12 W¥(R) DEC heavy rockets landed in the area from the direction of the Relchwald. Just what @ﬂéf‘
GROESBEEK 44 caused all the fuss was uncertain and it subsided almost as quickly as 1t had started,
1:25000 having done little desmsge. The day was cloudy and foggy and there was little

activity until the evening when & few more rockets whined thelr way overhead. The

Germans had been nsing sc many varietiss of projectiles that heated arguments

invariably arose as to what the last one was.
MOOK 15 4 Bde was relieved by 5 Bde today, with the Regt de Malsonneuve taking over fpowm
NO.12 RW(R) DREC us, the Black Watch from the Royals and the Calgzary Highlanders from the RALI. In
GROESBEEK 44 our case the changeover was completed without &ncident by 163C hras and the Battalion gﬂﬂ/‘
1:25000 wag settled in much the same positions in MOCK as we kad cocupied on the last time
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MOOK 16 The weather was cloudy and cool, though the rain held off. The day was taken up e L,
No.l2 NW(E) |DEC by bath paradss, pay paradee and Interiocp economy generally. The '¥' put on a movie éfyf'
GRORSBEEK i in the eveninj and recreational transport was also laid on to Wijmegen. Christmas
1:25000 was very much in the air as parcels rolled in by the hundred to show us that we were

not forgotten by those at homs. |
¥OOK 17 Padre Joe Cardy held on of his popular services at 0930 hrs of thls cold and
NO.1l2 WW(R) |[DEC cloudy morning. In the afternoon, the nattalion held a study group at 4 Bde HQ, the
GRORESEEEK 44 subject: "Pursuit of Withdrawing Enemy", dealt with the successful actlon from éféf'
1:25000 Antwerp Lo Putte. Lt Col Pangman wes in the ghair #nd rspresentatives from all units

in the Bde were present, as well as Brig Csbeldu and the new Bde Major. The 'I' Sec

had made & sand table model for the occasion and the whole discussion proved tc be a

success. Thore was again little activity along the front and news of & German

braskthrough on the First US Army front wea the chief topic of intersst.
MOOK 18 Trg was carried on by all companies despite unpleasant weather conditions. The 'A?éﬂﬁ’,f
No.l2 NW(E) |DEC emphasis was placed on getting back into some sort of physical condition after the
GROESBEEK 44 rheumatic days spent in slit trenches. In the evening, & Christmas dance was held at éf-
1:25000 the Wintergarden in Nljmegen, &t which sbout 300 men of the Battalion were present. gﬂf,

Many of the units holding dances thers had had trouble in the women of dubious :

character who assaulted the food tables and retired with large baskets of refreshmentsg.

In cur case, strenuous efforts were made to keep such people cutside and so success-

ful were they that there was a shortage of women at the dance. The whole affair was

on & very high plane, however, and could be called a success, though hardly an

outstanding one.
MOOK 19 The weather continued to be miserable, a thick fog cutting vislbility almost to _
NO0.12 ¥WW(R) |DEC zero in the morning, it cleared a bit in the afternocon but the sun refuscd to shine gfér
GROEBREEK 44 on cur efforts. In the evening, the Pipe Band and some other members of the En under| U/
1:25000 the guldance of Padre (ardy, put on a very clever and entertaining concert at the

e ———— e . e

= —

Parish Hall ir MOOK. The concert was a series of akits based on bhe "Hellzapoppin™

idea, containing many excellent songs and eulminating in an impreasive tribute to the

Accomplishments of the Essex Scottish. The stage se ting and costumes wore extra-
ordinarily good and the whole affailr reflected great credit upen all who had anythinf

ﬁo do with it. The concert was to run three nights thus giving everyone an/gppartun 1
0 see it.
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MOOK 20 The trg syllabus was carrdied on, &s usuval, on this miaty rainy day. There was
NOo.1l2 NW(R) | DREC little else of intersst sxcept a 'R! Goy party at the Bde patrol zentre and the
CROESBEEE @4 sgcond show!ng of the ccncert. During the day, a recce party from the Camerons of 6“
1:25000 Cadada, of 6 Bde, whom we were to relieve in the near future, came to inspect our g
eatablishment. The front in cur sector remeined inactive deapite German efforts in | :
the south, which had achieved quits a breakthrough and were causing concern. It was ‘
consldered quite possible that the Jerry would try an attack from Narth of the Meuse
and there was some evidence of a build~up there.
MOOK 21 Another misty day passed quietly, but in the evening there was a great flap as
No.l2 WW(®R) |DEC rumours of paratroops concentrating caused ths cancellation of the concert and inter- y/g‘
GHOESBEEK ik ferred with an officers mess dinner at the patrol centre. The Dn was ordered to stand
1:25000 |te but the whole thing proved to be a false alarm. The mess dinrer, though late,
carried on with It Col Peter Benmnett, Lt (ol Deziel and Capt Alec Hayes among the
guests. Unfortunately, the concert audience could not be rounded up again despite
enithuglastic afforts on the part of the cast who ran down the street shouting "Cowe
back, come back, 1t's all a false alarm.
MOOK 22 The weather cleared and a werm sun shone. After the excltement of the previous W <,
NO.1l2 mw(R) |D=EC night, it was decided to prepare for enemy air operations and wes were zlven definite
GROESBEEK 44 tasiks. n the code word "Oppenheim", the ln was to stand to and 'A' Coy was to take .
1:25000 over protection of MOOK bridge. The cody word FRANKENSTEIN meant that air cperations &J
had actually begun and the whole division would then be placed in a state of uproar
and readiness. During the afternoon, a Recce party went to the Camerons of Canada
rea to scout the pesitions which we were to take cver on the following day. The
position was south of and next to the one we had formerly occupled in Groesbeek and
had previously been handled by the RELT. 1In the evening, Padre Cardy took his concert
party to Div HR where it was warmly grested and was pronounced a great guccess. The
¥ put on a movie at MOOE for the benefit of tha Bn.
MOOK 23 The BHn moved back into a front line position teday arfter more than three weeks in
HG.12 NW(E) |DEC ;‘;aaerve rcle. The changeover began at 1400 hrs but the coys were unable for the ﬁ’f
' 44 est L, o move In until after dark. It was completed without incident by 2050 hrs.
W _ ngsrp'battim‘l haan'}?.' Coy on the right, 'gtr &n tgg centre and 'A' Coy on the laeft T
7
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GRORSPEEK

Fo.12 W (r)
- GROESBEEK

1:25000

GROESBEEK
NOo.1l2 Nw(E)
GROESBEEK
1225000

23
DEC
44

24
DRC
44

DEC
44

with 'D* Coy in reserve. To the Bn left was the Royal Regt of Can and to the right
was the Calgary Highlanders of 5 Bde. To the rear, in recserve was the RALI. The
forward coys wers in very close contact with the Jerry and could only be reached
safely at night. The ground was rolling, quite well bullt-up and abeut 2 kilcmetres
away, to the E3SE was the Reiclwald forest. A4 long ridge ran North and South about
000 yards from EnFQ and an intrepid derry armed with a mechine gun was in the habit
of infiltrating nightly and dusting up the roud and houses in the area. The pesition
could not be called the most attractive in the world but oup gctivities were to ke

as not espscially aggressive, though he had obviously taken heart over his early
sucecesses on the US Pirst Army front end was unduly cocky about it &ll. It should ba

the Regt'l police was put up st the edge of the woods about 400 yards behind Bafg.
enemy hands.

trols to prevent infiltration, had been sent ocut hut only minor sctivity on the
erry part was reported. 'C' Coy reported hearing Christmas carols - in BEnglish -
rom -the German lines, so apparently the spirit of ths season was upon them. The
spirit did not remaln very long, though, as the Jerry started mortiring at 1430 hrs
kept it up for & short time. During the afternoon, much to our aurprise, we
learned that 4 Bde wus to be relieved by 7 Bde of 3 Gdn Div on the following day.
pparently 4 %de was to be withdrawn for a special job, as yet unknown to us.
Iristmas eve. wss clear and a bright moon shone peuce upon &ll men and &lgo alded our

fend with the Machine Gun who forced rapid deployment on the part of anyone walking
from the barrier to FnMg.

Christmas day, clear and bright, frosty and sunny, quliet until The svening when
the changeover with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles of 7 Bde Look place. Just what
happaned to this movement is uncertain, but In any event, there was certainly a lack
of effort somewhere on one of those "higher lsvels", probably due to the Testlive
eason. The Winnipeg Rifle Coys scheduled to start coming in at 1730 hrs arrived, by
Fhe Wrong route, s ome hour and a half late. The change not easy at any time was

/8

estricted to standing patrols, with the occaslonal recce patrol thrown im. The enem

om the barrier to PalQ @& white tape was laid to protect the unwary from walking intT

The night passed uneventfully and & crisp, clesr sunny day followed. [ive atandiné

ﬂ.

dded that vehicle movement in the ares was prohiblted by day and a barrler, guarded by

9
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e ggc was finally complete at about 2145 hrs and the rifle companics fully equipped and in
. 8 bvad humour were all on the road tc & concentration area on the Rastern oubskirts of
44 NiJmegen, = march of about 7 milss. The new

Brigade of 3 (dn Div.

duration, but the
might have.
appearance .

REF NIJWEGEN DEC area at 0200 hrs as

NIJMEGEN ES
1:25000 4 accuruliating that the

NIJHEGEN E? This was & quiet day, with
Ref NIJMEGREN PEC brightly again and & heavy frost tinted the trees.
1:25000

¥ijmegen.

and Christmasy spot.

Thomson, the Mess Prealdent and hils cchorts.
NTIMEGEN 28
Rel NIJMEGEN DEC € were expecting word to move.
1:25000 44 roved to be a recce of 5 Rde arsa =

d tnen put back in,
Otherwise the day,

side by silde on a quiet residential street -

conveniences, Yhough colder than a refrigeration plant.
Bn immedis tely settled down to mske the
Today, the latest competitor with the London
The "SX Sniper" it was called published by the 'I' Secticn, and contain-
ing news from the fighting fronts of the world.

The weather remained clear and cold.
we had been told to expect a move there.

and MREUSE on this thinly held
the companiss went on route
put on a ghow in a nearby hall.

route marches and there were recreational faclilities available at the 'Y' and in
In the ovening the officers mess held a dance in the

Evidence of the enemy concentration North of the Meuse continued to roll in and

Apperently, the Corps Comd objected Lo naving & Brigade pulled out for a special task
however, for the order to change over was cancelled at 2130 hrs.
which was cloudy and cold,
the troops were kept close to billets in oprder to be ready to move.

billets proved to he two large build:ngs,éég“
an area formerly occupied by the reserve

They had electrie light, runaning water snd most of the

Our stay was of uncertsin

mcat of whatever time we

"Times", put iIn its Clrst

A recce party procecded to the STHertogenbosgch
EBvidence had been : éﬁy’
Germen was bullding up forces on the "Island®, between the WAAL|
front and plunge towaids Antwerp. The day was guiet an$

warches In order to keep busy. In the evening the 1¥? |

the anticipated move st1ll in the sir. The sun shone

The companics concentrated on

eity at a very cozy

It was a pronocunced success thanks to the efforts of Major

It came at 1530 hrs, but to the surprise of gveryone,
in our case, the positions of the Black Watch. {

was quiet. Trg was continued though

/8
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LEAVE NIJVRGEN
ARR BOXTEL
Ref RBOXTEL #1B
W
1:25000

SOXTEL
Relf BOXTEL
1:25000

BOXTEL
Ref BOXTEL

29
DEC
44

390
DEC

31
DEC
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‘| lmmedlate future looked ressonably rosy, and what could we do but sit back to await

After an '0' Gp at 4 Bde at 1200 hrs, Recce parties wers despabched to Boxtel, a

small tow:, about 20 kilometres east cf Tilburg and 12 kms due south of S'Hertogsnbos
The route led through Grave, Uden,

The Bn prepared to move off and did so at 1845 hea.
Veghel, St Osdenrode and Hest. The column moved through a dense Tog and arrived at
Boxtel at 2315 hrs. While the Bde moved, an. '0' Gp was held at 4 Bde Tac BQ and it
was learned that we were now under comd of 1 Cdn Army and were in Boxtel as a rescrve
in cass the Jerry should try an attack from North of the Meuse. Fhe Iin was for the
moment, squashed into the steam heated Agricultural School at Boxtel and into one
other large but frigid achool bullding. Providing that nothing happened, our

avents?

The day was spent in gelting organized and meking recces for cur prospective tasks
%ie had five possible jobs, in the event of & German attack. One was %0 take up a

A%%@%’ﬁ/ﬁ_
49

defensive position about four kilometres north of Tilburg; a sscond to take a poaltioL \égg(

HE of Tilburg; the third and fourth to protect the arsa Scuth and 87 of S'Hertogenbos
and the last to defend the lmmediate arsa of Boxtel. In addition, an alrport at
Schindel, about & kllometres to the Hast, was lhs responsibility of one Bn each day.
These prasible taska reguired a great desl of preparation and kept the GO and coy
comds running about the countryside in their Jeups - not a very pleasant pastime in
Holland at this time of yeur.

The weather waa clear and cold again and the yoar petered ocut to a gentle conclusi
Padre Curdy held a service in the Rlehe Theatre at Boxtel in the morning snd the
afternoon passed quletly. There was little hilarlty at night tlicugh the sturdy
Putch burghers were disturbsd by one lad, who, attired in a tank corps hat and the
snoulder Tlashes of snother upit in the Bde, peppered the streets with a Sten gun.
¥hen apprebended, he gave as his excuse that no one had-told him not to do it - which
sOmehow reflected the sense of responsibility abroad in $he world, as the yser ended.
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