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The Bn moved bnck into t11e line on a oloudy ,_ ur:>lnasnnt day. ~lle move beaan P.. 
1530 hrs and was completed in r;ood style, by 1G3u hra . 4 Dde was llerloyed on the 
ontskirt~ or ~1nor. r.i th the IDfLI on ~;he Eastern f-,ennt , lc~C to the Gouth ond r;o~t o.nd 
the Essex f:cottish wedged betvwen 't_he two anc1 ali ;htly to the roar. Behind the .Rdo 
to the l:ost , ran tho River l?euse . The ground ..as rather unumm.l tn the lde a:rea. 
fhe. RRLT posns were in -chicle woodu, rhich Yicre pnrt of a r£1f;o:rt?station i:iroject , and 

i throUB}l \,hi-ell ran a gn.lly haw1tcd by the p:1trolo o:f both si<1co. .Infiltration in I ,,-( 11 _ 
'this ai~a was a ciI"'ple mnttcr but 1ttmpin3 ,•,ircction v~nc a di~ -icult problem. In od- {!;!!I 
~tion tbe woods were vJired. mined and booby- trapped and no one lnu a vrrry clear ide. 

ot r~here th~GO obstacles we~ . The Ji"W poone were to the i/oe't , covering the main 
rona auci eJ1;enninr- - - as the river Meuse . The ground in the ~oyale area was as 
n~t as a bili:iarc" ~ nd qui tc barren. :i."he heavy roins and c">nsegu.ent flooding 
had mad~ a regitlru.: _ :.1;- -<>J.at of the po8i tion and one Coy at least tac1 to be fed at 
ni_nht by l'teasels. _ ··~ nt v,i th the 'rcnnans vms very clo~e :rnd o. rran had only to 
stick his head up to :f.i11d O'a.t where -,hey Vi'c:r~. 'fllo En sex ~cot tish posns were on 
ground be:1ind the IT'ILI and to the lo'?t of the imo. "!1" Coy vms on tr;e lef't in co-.,1~ 1 
atively op.,n country , "C" Coy in the cor.tre on the ·onv:1rc1 slope of o. hill whic· 
down to a clrm-. botween our nosit"ions and those or tr,e RHT.J. . "D" C-0y was to the ri 
of' C with the '})lntoons s"~ru~ in a line nlon;:: a :ruad wl:ich ran 'tlu.Y>ugh a heavily 
wooclecl .-~lly.. "A" Coy vms on the d d:it flanl: on hi$h cr:mnd ovc•rlooking the !:'.ain 
roed fron ~.:ook "i.o Hijmc;gen. 13HQ and Ru·mort Coy were in 1,ouses_ in :lo.-;- lying ground 
on the S-'mt'1"rn outsl:irts of Rook. The Bn :r.olP. uppea.rcd to be c relatively easy one 
as we Vlore in reserve and h..."id no nnce>i~l tasks-. 1;onrly all o:f the r.ien wore in dug-
outs , hov,ev~r , und the mud and cold no.de thin:a unJ)lease.nt . 

.:h~ weather took a turn for the worse nnc1 there was rnin and sl~P.t during a 
n1p,ht \o,hinh waa uneventful. The day was quiet and recr.e.!rtion~l transport wos provid 
ed to Tiij11e0 f:m ,·or a limited number. The ~HLI distinguished thm:iselves by taking 3 

durin:. the fwening as a result of an n ~--;rossive patrol , ~hese wcro the :fir3t 
taken on the :Ji visionul :front - o:i: in fact on the Corpe front - oml crent vm~ the re 
j~icing. 'i'h~ pi•isoners·. 2 or whom W'3re over 40 yonrs o:f a;;e , proved to be 'from 1224 
Gr Regt ·ot 190 l>iv and talked freell•• The initiative nnd oncrgy for which Canadian 
troops n:re noted coulrl be seen in the way that m[DY ot' the troops t'ixed up the:1.r dU£, 
01tts . Sol!le of them w~re uoa1 tively roma:--r.:r.~ble. /2 
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:c 

44 
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It rained a;JBin during th9 n1~1t and tl:l.e □ornin_; was clouclr l'!td cool. At l00C ~~ 
hrs Lt Col Pant,n3n went to 4 nde 1:o act r-ts ~3ric;adier while Brit; Oebelc1u ·mmt on lf'ff,.e 
r:ajor Don l".nckm1.zie ther11!'ore • beco.me A/co. In the afternoon 26 l<JelfP.nns , armed and 
equipped with r.auncUau materiaJ.n arrived at BHQ, reac1y an. d mmious. to 1isht with us . 

1 

Wher~ they v;ore "~ror-1 or who had sent them vvas not oleer but we crn.il.d not accept their Lf -
,servic~s , however , much we mi.:;ht h~ve "ldmired their spirit . The c'l~y nas uneventfl1.1 5-
otherHise . 'P!l.trols on the Ddc f'n>r.t reported contact v,ith the enemy who rc?na:i..ned, 
ne·.rer-the-lecs, quite una~;:Jresaive . 

i 'L1he neather clt?ared and a wclcoMe sun dried up some of the mud. Another unew.:mtr 
:ful ,(]"!Y followed with moving pictures fclt the '1Y11 and in Nijelegen to relieve the r:mn• I /, ef. 
ot01)¥ for sor::e .. The RHLI and RRC reported some activity in their putrols but our owr, 1'~ 
patrhl pro[.,Ta.'ll was nil. <rho :;er:mms continued to be comparatively inactive on our 
. front , ulthou191 sensitive to any movement or shelling. 

The weather. so important to /.1li-ed hopes of an c~rly victory, was cloudy and 
cool Bb-nin. Toere was little oi' intore~t during the day excep"t 'that a Bcle p:itroJ. 
centre wns opened 1n t"ook. The cent-re W"?.S Jlt>'tually a resting place for man coming 

1 
:in Wl""t unil h1mgry t'ro:i patr,}1s. It provided c wnrm bedJ -Pocc1 and hot o.rinlrn as wel1 §' Q/ · 
as a - lace to "'T'Y and clnnn cl.:>thes. It was soon to b~come w~ry -pripular. -;Jurin$ tb 
C''t~n5.ng, the 1? ·o -phoned to say the.t one of our patrols ~as t.ryin.; tc push thraugh 
their lines uc:i 1n8 a two day old pa.mmord . '".7c were rn ther ur.:azed nt this as none of' 
our natr.:>ls vwre .o~rt. Invest:Lgry.tion ehowe<1 'that it was a patrol -rrom 5 .. ~de wllo had 
been cnu.sin~ al.most as much trouhle aa the ~ne!!:y • 

It rms clouay ogaiu in the Morning, but cleared in the nft~rnoon . Once again 
there was Ettlc activity - thouch the !7:'}a and hcmvy roortc1..rs of the Toronto Scottish 
kept the enemy hoppina on our front . t1i Col nat1t.,t?1an rsturnea to the f'oJ.d ~'fter his 
sojourn nt 4 neto. The Christmas spirit was i.n the air as.parcels from hoce came rol­
ling in, to re",ind the :ror0etfu.l of v1iv,,,s , :r.1o~hcrs and swentheu.rt3 . Wooden shoes wor1 
n r,opular C.'hristmus prcssnt to those at home• partly beoause they t'Vere typical and 1 
pa~ly because 11ttl~ el se was obt ainabl e . J?a-trols. :from the mm anc1. RHLI t..ad little I 
trouble in find1ni; the (}e:rman hut closing in for a kill wao a different propoc.c-t1.n., 
due,. chiefly, to the nature of the country. 

/3 

l. .,,. 

;-q· 



... 
'\•V1..~;-LJi.r..rJ1·C'·~ < ~'"·J·, i c h will T,e;, )c;opt. .t.rattl'fi..r;..t 
d l.'ty of mobilJzatjon, c r eatio n o r eznbG>ru­
men t ) are contained in F S R egs Vol l. ~ 

Origin al , d u plicate and tri~ate t o be 
forwarded to OIC 2nd Echelon for disposal. Title pages will be prepared. ~NTi.BJ~ili~~BNO~&UMMABY 

Pt-tge 3 
( Erase he(lding not required) 

Place 

ilOOK 
l~o .12 rm ( E) 
GROESBV,EK 
1 :25000 

;mOK 
io . 12 -··· , . 

GROli:<::Fil'.EK 
1:25000 

MOOK 
l\'"o,12 NW( E) ~oox 

!o . 12 rm ( E ) 
GROESBR1:X 
1 : 25, 000 

OK 
Uo. 12 NW(E) 
~ROESDlm.K 
1 : 25000 

f.!OOK 
0 .12 IJW(B) 
~0"3S'BEEK 
:2GO'OO 

.I-

Date I Hour 

1·ru 
7 

me 
44 

PRI 
8 

Di:XJ 
44 

SAT 
9 

DFC 
44 

SlJ 
10 
D'1.C 
44 

ll 

I 

f! 
j 

J.' 
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~c ni,-:;ht wos notnule for a 2 platoon attack by the RHC of 5 J:tle in the area j~ 1, 
betNe6n the fil!LI and Calgary Hi ;hlanders ~ In the attacl'=, 1 ~ vm:'J c ' pt-urcd, l,ut thi• 
-patrol snf'f:'ered a nu.':'lber o;,· casualties, althougl1 estimating "th~t they had 1::il1cd 27 
,of the euc:ny. The day was r:i1sera'ble a2 ra:1.n poured down, turning tte road.s and • 1 /(' ff · 
tracks -into m"ircs . Wet feet were the rule , dnsp:tte rubber boots .:"¼nd an attack o~ Y 

1 trench feet became a worry. J)u:rina the evening probably ea a resul1; o:f the 5 Ede 
attack, "B11 anc1 11 011 .Coy recaived a fP.Yr mortar bombs , but no cnsual•Lies were suf':fered. 

The weather turned fnir a..;ain and n ~mnn sun was nuch appreciated. The roads i 
the vicini'ty we·ce , on tho whol9 , well drained and improveq t1.·~~enaounly with a tew 
hours respite .from rain. Another quiet any folla·rnd• notable only ~or one of the us• 
u~l "pm--atroop lun~ing11 scareo. 3t:1cb ru:iours arise o ccnaionally, grow and epreaa 
~nth startling rap2dity. P.rcpru.:-at1or..s ,;:cro startttd on a Battalion dence :f1hioh, :J:t 
nas hoped. rmuld tnke nlaoe 011 18 DEC at the Wintersardcn in NlJUEJEH. 

The day r.ns cloudy and dull. Activity wns at .a ciinit!Iil,n although snipers were 
busy 011 the RHT..I frpnt . The only Esom. Scotti sh ,co:nnitnent on the ft•on"'\j vins a sta.na 
1ng patr-ol in the TIHLI sector, so the Bn wo.a having an easy time, ·thougi l iving con­
ditions were poor . Recreational tron:rport .ms ;nrovided for a small percentage to th 
theatre in UIM.~mi atd. this wos J:'.llloh appreciated. 

The mono·tonous rout:t.ne continued al though the weather improved Md a brietit s11,., 
shone a~?ter a nis):l't of heavy rain. Activity was again li ;tit and vvao restricted t<> 
·patrolling on the part of the RHLI a?Jfl Royals . A standing patrnl from tha latter 
regincnt spotte<l two Germana walking tov;ards them . A!J the Jer.rios ,:.ot r:ithin a few 
yards a grcon member of the Royals' patrol. shauted. , "Hoy Bud" at th0t:1. The Jerries 
-pro£Jptly fir.Jd nnd esca,pccJ in the general confusion. 

The ds.y was notahle only for th.o arJ:>1val d' u rocce µar tr 1'r0t.1 the Regt de , 
~issoneuve from 5 Bde who we1·e to take over .fro:i us in the noar 1'u1;urc . rt c ould' 
not be said t;,a t the type or warfare the ca.nadiaris were fighting ut present was 
conduc_ivc t o the best of rl'.)I'ale . "'he feel:_stz th!t t wq were gett:l?lg no closer to the 

ond ,:>f the ?Im', tho we~t h.cr nnd t h e thoughts of' Christmas combined to cuuse a saner-a 
lnck er ont,n\,siasm rthich, the ~h uy no ;;1~ans serious, was notice&h lo . /4 
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11001[ 
110.12 :NW(B) 
GRORSTIEEK 
l:25000 

r.-QCK 
N0 .12 NW(R) 
GRCESBEEK 
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uoOK 
~,o. 12 NW (B) 
GROESBEElt 
1 : 25000 
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N0.12 m; (E) 
CTROESBEEK 
1:25000 
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11 
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12 
l>EC 
44 

l3 
DEC 
44 

14 
DEC 
44 

~
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Summary of E vents and Information 

There woa noth:tng of interest during the cla7 which was cleru• after a. cloudy start. 
Ou.r only activity was the standinu patrol in the RULI sector, _which had beco~e a 
n.1g..r.itly f'eature . 

The \¥eather was clear and very 111il d. Activity wa.s again slight az1u consisted 
putrolling and sniping. Due to the J'locd1na the RRC area atT01~ded little torr 
variety in the W6ly er patrol s 3.Dd the cloao country also llmted RHLI patr olling. 
Du1·ing the week a Brigade patrol cent.re had ~leen opened in JilOOK. 'f'he j.dea had 
originated with Brig Ct,be l du and prOJ!lised very sood results. ·At the contra, tired 
dirty Ii~n., bacl{ f'rOl!l patrols, cou!d rust ., WD.!lh and get some good mealD. It sNm 
proved popular with all the 1mits of 4 Bd.e . 

Remarks, references 
to Appenclices and 

initials 

ff YI. 

or i~1, ,,. 
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The Germai: was a little more nct,ive toda~· and popped ovo1• a. ~:cw rockets shertl:r _I . 
a.rter dark uau3j_ng SOL e excitoment. but 11 ttle damage. The day ot.:.er~tJ~s~ was dul l , 19 §f ff 
koeping with the weather. There was no l"'ain but plent? of slippe.t"y mud to trnp tha 
unwa:ry drivel!'. 

: Shortly u1'ter miduight the Jerry suddently bubbl~d over with enei,r;y. About 40 
• het.1.vy rockot;s lsnded in the are& from th~ dirention of the Rej,ohwo.ld . Ju:31; what I f'fg . 
caused ~11 the fuss was uncertain a:1d it subsided almost as qu!ckly a..3 1t hAd started/, ,!:!r 
mving done little ddms.6e. 't'he dny was clo:.idy and f"oggy and th1;ro VtUJ little 
activity until the ovening when a fevJ more rocktJts whinttd their way overhead. The 
Germans had been 1.:sing so riany varieties of projectilds that heated m·guments 
invariably arosti &a to. :1at tho las~ one was. 

•1 Dde l"1as reliev.,,d by 5 .Bde today_, with the Rogt de J.!aisonneuve taking ovar from 
us, the Black . ntch frou the Royals and the Cal~ary Highlanders .from the RRLI. In 
our case the chanbeOVdr was compl eted Vlithout 6ncident b-y 1630 hl:-a and the Battalion I t{ ({ · 
11as 1:1ettlad in much the sane po3.:.tions in r!OCK aa wt tad oocupiod on the la3t time ~ 
out. ,i,he ~:,angeovur bet"TJeen the Calga.rys and tht: RHLl was :n:arrod by the !'act tba.t 
some of the Calga!'-y 1 a vehicles used an exposed rjute and promptly came under .fire. 
We wars t. lud to be out and found that the r ivor which had beerl lapp.11'16 at our dc.,or ­
Dteps on the prev10'Js occ~sion, had recoded consldA~aLly. A tr5 syllabus had boen 
drawn up und we also looked .ror'lilll"d t;o too nattfllion dance and th& Padre's Christmas 
concert . /5 
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MOOK 
wo. 12 NW (E) 
GRO~SBBEK 
l ;ZSOOO 

MOOK 
N0 . 12 NW{E) 
ORO~SBF.EK 
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GRO~SDEEK 
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Date I Hour 

16 
DEC 
44 

17 
D-ro 
44 

18 
DEC 
44 

19 
DEC 
44 

Summary of Even ts and Information 
Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 
The -~s.tl1er #ils cloudy and ccol, thou~ the rain hold of'1'. The dny wss ~.aken up 

by bath paradan, pay paradee and interior ecor.OJny generally. ~he ,y, put on a mcv1e 
in the eveni.n._~ and recreational tt•ansport was also laid on to ·u1jmagen. Christmas 
l:.ltlS very Dluch in the air as pw. .. cels rolled in by the hundred to show us that; r.e v:e!'e 
not forgotten by those at home. 

r,~, 
1 

Pttdrt: Joe Co.rdy held on o.r his populal• servicea at 0930 hrn of thl s o old a.'ld 
cloudy mornin~. In the afternoon. tho Dnttalion held a. at,,dy group nt 4 Bde HQ, the 
subject: "Pursu:1t of' 1:'fitbdr.e.wing Enecy". dealt with the suc~:esitful act1on 1'1•om 
Ant,~erp t.o futte. Lt col Fangman was in the chair and r~prescutativue from all uni t.s 
in the Ude ware present. as well as Brig Cabeldu and the new Bde Uajor. The 'I' Sec 
had umde a sand table model for the occasion and the whole di~cussion proved tc ta a 
success. Th.ore ~eis again little act1vlty along the f'ront and news ot' a <Jerman 
breakthroueh on the Fh .. st US Al•my front wc.s the chief topic of' interest. 

ef ff . 

~11 'f.t•g 11aa ciu•1•ied on by all l.!0mpi..n1.es despite unpleasant weathe1• conditions. Tho 
!emphasis was placed on gotting oack into some sort of physical condition after the 
irheumat!.c days spent in slit t.r':!nches. ln the eil'en1ng" a Chriatmas dnnca was held at l /( If . 
the f!intergs.rden in IUjmegen, at which c.bct:t 300 men oi' tha Battalion we~e present. .f!/ !!! 
Cany of the units holding dances there had ha.d trouble in the W0t:1en of dubious 
character who assaulted t.be tood tables and rettred w1 th large baskets or re.frcshment41. 
In l..ur case, strenuous e:f!'orts we:re made to keep such people vuts1de and so success-

l

ful r.cre they thnt the.i:•e was a shortage of 110.men at the dance. The ,..-hole af'fair was 
on s. ver"J high plane, however 11 und could be called a success, though hardly an 
out3tanding one. 

I 
The weather continued to be miserable# a thick fog cutting v1sibil1ty al.~oat to 

zero 1n the morning, it clenred a bit in the afternoon but the:: sur. rufu:.rnd to 2hine I d'f 
Ion our efforts. In the even1n6- the Pipe Baml and some other me:abors of the Bn under :!I· 
the guidance o'f Padre Cardy, put on a ver7 clover and entertaining concert at the 

!&rlsb TJall in MOOK. '""he conc:ert was a series of :Jkit.s based on the ""Tellzapoppin" 
dea, containing many exeellent songs and cnlminating in an impressive t1~1bute to the 
ccompl1sbments of the Essex Scottish. The .stage setting and cost,mas v:01•e extra­

ordinarily good and the whole affair re.fleeted great credit upon all who had anything 
~o do with it . The concert was to run three nights thus giving everyone an .:.pportunl1f,y 
~o see it. /6 
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Place Date Hour Summary of Events and Information 

:oott 20 The trt; syllabus was carried on, as us~al, on this miaty rainy day. There was 
M0.12 Ni'l(E) DEC little else o:f inter6st c.'tcept a 'B' Coy party at the J3de patrol Ctfni,..ra und the 
GF!OESBEEK 44 I second sho;i;!ng of' tha concert . During tht.. day, a raccc party fror. the camerons of 
1:25000 Canada, of 6 Bde, whom we 11ere to relieve ln the near .fnture, came to inspect our 

ea1 .. a b lish.rcent. '"he front in 0 1.2r sector remained !nactiv a .deapite G~rman ef'£orts 1n 
the south, -;-:hlcb had achieved qu1t~l a breakt hrou311 and were cttusing concern. It was 
oons1dored quite possible that the Jercy would tl"y an attack .f.ttom U•wtb of the Meuse 
and t here was some ev,idencti of a build- up thex-c. 

MOOK 
No,12 Nii{E) 
GPOSSBEEK 
1:25000 

21 
DRC 
44 

Ano1:he1• misty. day passed quletlr, but .:1.n the evo:i1ng there was a great !'lap as 
rur-m-urs of paratroops ccncentratina caused tho cancellation of thH conce.t>t and inter­
rerl•ed with an offi..cers mes.'3 d::.nner at tho patrol centre . Tha On wa,a o.rdered to stand 
to but tt,e ,:holo thlng prov,ed to be a false alarm. The iiess dinnnr, thour;h late, I 
carried on ~1th Lt Col Peter Bennett, Lt col De~el 'l.Ild capt Alec H.nyeo among the 
gu~sts . Unfort"I.U¥ltttl y 1 tho concert auditm~e coul d not be rounded up uga1n despite j 
enthusiasti~ efforts 011 tht:1 part of' the cuat who ran down the street shouting "Oo.!::le 
back, coMe back., it 's all a false alarm . 
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MOOK 
no.12 m: CB> 
GBOESSEEJt 
1 :25000 

22 
DEC 
44 

The ~t.nther ~learcd and a. vsrm. .ai.n s hone. After tbE; excite=ent of the previous 
1
n ight, it ,'fliS dec1ded to prep~r-e :for enomy sir operat~ons and vro ;;,,e1•e Jiv"n def'1nite 
tasks. Cn the oode WGrd "Oppenh~1m.11

, t he Bn wait to stand to and 'A' Goy was to take 
ove1 .. protection 01· T!OOK bridge. The cody word FBA!tlfRUS'I'Er?i meant that air operat1-0ns 
h£io ti.CtUttlly hegun and the whole dlvlsion would then be placed 1n a state of uproar 
and reudiness. During the afternoon., a Reoce party went to the (:e.t!&rons of' Ca~ada 
area to scou t the pos!t1ons wb1ch we wore to take over on the 1'ollovd.ng tla.y. The 

~..?.t, 

gff' 

posit t on wnn sou th of and next to th~ one we had for~er ly occupied 1n Groesbeek and 
hau previo •.., ly been hnndled by tha RHLT.. In the evcnint;, Padr·e ca i-dy took his con<;er 
party to Div HQ ·Hhere it was 1-Jarmly- &reetud and wa.s prououncod a great success. The 
' "rt pu t i.m a movie at MOOK f er t h(.) bonef1 t. of th5 Bn. 

MOO'! 23 
Nt . 12 1m (E) DEC 
11?25,.. ';?T,'T( 44 • .:>5VU -· 

I 

The Un moved us.c'.r. into a. front l ~nc po:iition tOda y a fter more th~n thrcio 'lleek s in 
reserve rcle. 'J:ht:, ch,mgo over began at 1400 hrs but the coya wo1•e, u..11.t-tble for t he l /f · 

ost oart1. to move in until after dar½:• It wns completed without incident by 2030 br • 
nuw position hart 111 • coy e n t ho I':?.gbt,. ' O' 1n tho centr~ and 'A' coy on the left 

i r 
/? 

·r 
_l., II!,_::: J ,...._ \. ~ 
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24 
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ith 1D1 co;r in resc.:rv~. To ths Bn l eft was the Ro,-o.l Regt or Can and to the right 
as the. Calga1~y Highlanders ..:,1· 5 Bde . To the rear, in r e. serve W&s tho RUL!. The 

.forward ccys uors in very close contact ,1ith the Jerry and could only be r~ached 
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safely at n:.ght . The gro~nd waa rolling, (lllito woll built-up o.nd aocut 2 kile:raetros 
a.r1ay, "t;O the imE was the Roich1nld foro;1t. A long r1dga ran Uorth and South a~out I ~/,' 
,500 yardf: froi.i Ent:!Q and an int1•opid Jerry v.rmod with a machine gun was in the he.bit n(g . 
!or ini'il~rat !ng night l y a.:t1.d ch ... ating up the rOtid nntl houses :tn the aroa. Thv pos1.t1on !!f.::. . 
1could not b~ called the most attractive in the worlci but O'W'! activities wer.a to l'e 

estr:1c.ted to standing patrol s , with the occasional rncce patrol tbl•vr;n in . The enem: 
as not especially aggresst·,e, though he had obviously taken heart ovor h1s ~arly 

lsuccesso& on tae US Pirst Army fl'ont and vo.s unduly cocky ahout it _ ell. It should be_j 
.dded that Yehicle movorr.ent 1n tho area was p1•oh1b1ted by day and a barrler, guarded ~Y 

ltht1 Regt' 1 police was put up at thl.} edge or tho woods about 400 yai•ds behind BnRQ . i 
:>v::: tha ban"ior to f3nHQ o. white tHpe was la1d to p1•otect t lie unwary from walking int 

!enemy hands • 

Thu night passed unevont1'ully and a crisp, cluv.r sunny day follot,cd . P1ve standi' 
,atrols to praven1~ infil tration, ha.cl been sent out but only ?11inor o.ctivi ty on tbe 
·erry ps.1•t was 1•eported. 'C' ~o:r report.eel hearing Christr1aa curols - 1n English -
ro.Q .the Ge~ lines, so a ppa.1·ently the spirit of the seanon wa.s upon them. The 

lsp1r1t did not r•erns.in very long;, thcugh, aa th0 Jerr y startad ~01~tu.r:lng ut 1430 hrs 
.nd kupt it up .t'oi· a short tll!e. During the uf'ternoon11 im.:.ch to our aurpriso, we 

1loarncd that 4 Bdo wu.s to be reliuved by 7 Bde of 3 Odn Div on too following day • 
. ppurently 4 P.do wo.a to be r:ithc.U.•at1n for• a. spac i nl job, as yet Wlkna'iin to us. 

~ln.,ist..mas eve. uas clear and a bright moon shcnu peace upon all man at1d also aided our 
riend \ii th t ho r:uchim; Gun who forced rnp1d deployment on the po.rt of anyone >c,alkin~ 
rc;10 tho barrier to ;nJQ. 

Christ~as day, clear and vright , frosty and sunny, quiet until the evening when 
he changeover i1lth the Royal ~,inn1peg Rifles of 7 Bde took place. Just what 
.ppaned to this movement is Ulll)ertain , but in an1 evont, there wns cortu inly a. lack 

lof effort so~ewho1•e on ono of those Hhiaher l evels'' , probabl:r due t o the fentlve 

fl
0 eason . The i11nnipeg Rif le Coys .scheduled to start coming in at l'! ~O hra tll'rived, by 
he wrong rout~ , s ome hour and a bs.lf late . The change not easy at any time was . 
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was finally oG:ruplato at about ~145 hr•s ond the :rifle co~panlt: s .fully equipped and in 
a bad humo~· v:are all on the ros.d to a concentration area on th~1 Eastorn outskirts of 
Nijmegen~ a march of about? ailsa . ~he new bill eta proved to bo t~o large buildings, ,,(If' 
side by s!.oe on a quiet 1•esidential str eet - an area formorly occu.pioo by too rcaerwe, !!f-::J 
Rr1gade ot: :3 CJn D1v. Tht-y had ele.:.!t1•ic l.ight, running w&t$:z, and t"lout or the I 
c onvaniennee, ~hou{tl colder than a re['riguro.t1on plant. Our stny wu:.i of uncert:a.in I 
duration, but tho Sn :lmmed'.i.a tAly ~ettlt1d down to maka tll3 most o.f' wh~tever tiu,e we I 
::iight have . Tvday, the l.ntest cottpctitor t."':i.th the London 1''1'.u1es·11 , put in its first 
appeo.rance. The n_sx Sniper" 11: was called published by the 'I' Secticn, nnd contain- , 
1ng n~ws fro::a the fighting .fronts of the world. 

'!'he weather remained clear and col d. A I'ea.ce ~rty pr~ceoded to the S'Hortogenbo~I h ,.r: • 
area at 0900 1u•s as '-e hsd been told to expt'lct a move, there. Evidence hac! been iJtef 
a.ccm1ula ting tllat. the Gor i:1sn was building up forces on tho t11slmld'', bat,,ecn the V!AAL. if 
and lL1'mS~ o:i ·this thinl y b.~l d fr::>nt and pl.u.n;.;;e towai·ds Antwerp. Tha da-, was quiet. a. 
the c0Mpani0s Wt3nt on route !.1erchos 1n order to keep uu3y. T.n the evening the 'Y' . 
put on a sho\"1 1n a :nt:,arby ball . 

I 
This wos a 'luiet day, witl, tha anti<:ipated move s t1l l ~n the air . The sun shone 17 1, 

brightly again nnd a hoav~r .frost tinted tho t:rceio . The companid:s coucem .. ra.ted on 
1r?utu ..1111•ches and t"'e1·e were rt, c~oa.tional .fucilitiea available at t=io 'Y' a.nd 1n "fl 
1N1jl:!ogen. In the 011ening· the off.1cers mess held a dance in tho city at a very cozy 
and Chr13tma.sy spot . It wa:i a pz•onounced success thanks to the etf'fol't~ of :m&j w 

homson, the Mess Pres:tdent nnd his cohorts . 

Rv1donce of tha enemy concontration Uorth of tr.e Ueusc continued to roll in and 
'e lil<1ru e~pcctinq; word to move. It. uarae: at 1530 hl .. s _ but to the .tmrpriso of' evai•yoo.et d' If. 

1proved to be a rccce of 5 Ede area • 1n our oaso , the pos1tions of' the Black Watch. Y"!/ · 
,pparently,. the Corp~ oomd objected to hnving a. Briguda pulled out i'or a special tttsk · 
•d then put bauk in# hov:c.ver, f or the order to o bange over wao cuncollod at 21:50 hrs 

:ou1erwise the day• which -was cloudy a.nd cold, Tla:J quiot . 'l'rc wu:i continued though 
the troops were kept close t o blllcts in order to b~ r eady to move . 
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After an '0' Gp at 4 Bde at 12uo hrs, necce plil1 ties were. Jespatched to Bo.xtel, a f~ ~, 5 
st:.all town. abo-u.t 20 kl'.l.-cmetres east c~ Tilburg .::1 .. 1d 12 krns J'.lo south ci' S' ITertc133ebos h. 
The Bn prcpru.-cd to move orr and did 30 at 1645 lu,s . Tho rout a led thro<1gb G!':i VG, Udo , 
Vegh.al ., r,t Oedcnrode and Best . '?~ column movod through a ,lsnse !03 and arrived at (@, · 
Boxto1 a.-; 2315 hrs . While the Bd~ oovcd, an. 'O' Gp ~as hel·.i at 4 Tidc Tac ll~ and 1t 1·!!/ 
was learned that we were noo under comd of l Cdn Ar;;ry and were in Boxtel as a re.serve 
in case the .Ta1•ry shoul.d try an attack .from l{orth o-r :the Meus-3. 'i1he Bn \-:as :f'or the 
momont, sq-.iash3d into thi:i stcrua heated Agric·..iltural School at Bcx:tel and into one 
other large but f'rigid 3chool build"ng . ProY1d1ng that .aoth;ng happonod., our 
ir..mediatc future looked ros.sona.bl:.r rosy., and what c\'.>uld we do but -slt b~ck to await 
events? 

Je had fivt: possible jobs, 1n the evol!t of ~ Oe.;:-mnn attack. Ono Yl:A.S to take up a · 
The :iay tta.s spent in get tin,; organizod and 1718k'ln~ recco3 fo1• :.ru..'t' p1•031.>Gct1 ve tasks~ 

dof'ens17e -poa! tio:1 a ;bout !'our ki l ometre:s nor•th of 'l'ilbnrg; a :1eco11d to t3ko a positio If ( 
11E or Tilburg; the th11 .. d and .four'.;h to protoct the ar~a south and SR ot s 'I!ertogeubos h 1 

and the last to defend the ir.m:adi!l.tc 8.l•oa of Bo.--:tel. In additlo~., nn airport at 
.Schindel., e.l~out 9 \<1loroet:r·os to the Ko.at~ r.ss !:he responoibiltty of .me Dn each d..:;.y. 
These pr::s/jiblo 1;ask::l re-1uil•ecl a great dea.:r ~r p:reparntion and kept thP- co ond co~ 
ccmds !>tmning o.bout the countryside ln their j 6dps - ::1ot a ·,ery ploa::ant pa.stirie 1n 
Holl:ind !l.1; tM.::: ti~e ci' yoii!' . 

'l'hc v:oatl:cr wu:J ~L:}SI' and cold a.guin and the 'Y•~ar poterod out to a. gentle conclusibn. 
Pad.N} Curdy held a service in the Riche Thoa.tr:;, e.t Boxtol in the t.1orn1ng :ind tbei 
nft-crnoon -passed quietly. 'l'bere waa litt l e bllar.1ty at night though the sturdy 
THttch turghera- 1111c1·0 disturbed hy one la4 , who. attired 1n a tank cul'ps bat and t l"to 
shonldor flashes of ancthar unit :ln t"h{; Ede , peppe1•cd the streets with a. Sten gun. 
\'Thon apPJ•eh&ndcd, ho ga·vc us his e:x.cuso that no one ha.d1cld hlro. not t;o do it - which 
somoho; reflootd the sense or rosponsibiHty as~ ,~"' •world, aa Lho yoar ~uded. 

(J.E .C. Pol~, 
Offic:cr co:m:!fl'.i.;~~ 

1st Bn , ESS1r';{ SC Ol!TISTI REGilmNT . 
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