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Date I Hour Summary of Events and Information 

ANTWERP The day was much the sa~e as those past . Acti ·e patrolling was cont1nued and 
Re.f an abortive attempt by a. Platoon f'rom 'B' coy to seize the station to the North was 
001<.;L halted by the ;-iaters of an Anti• ta.nk ditch. The Arty and :Mortars had given the ata• 
r.o. 23 SE tion aroa a terrific pounding but , unfortunately, the platoon cou~d not rind a 
1/25 , 000 place to ford . . I ~ 

The Arty a l so started fires in EECKEREN to the North and f:!orxem to the East and · 

ANTWERP 
REF 
DOEL 

NO 23 SB 
1/25, 000 

Mor! 
2 

OCT 
44 

there was evidence coming 1n to s upport the belief that the enemy v,us thinn ing out 
in that area . 

J?m•_ther pr-ogress was reported by 5 Bcie who were push~ng tov1aI'da us from an 
Easte1•ly direction. 

A l ovel y day and cne on which the crazy battle for WRY.EM llas to reuch a culro1nat1ng 
point . 

The R .R .c on our right pushed two companies across tho caual &ncl 'into t l~o Eastern 
section of MEPXEM• They reported success and C Coy of the RSS'EX went 1n to attack 
from the t est and to cleaJ:• up the CIIATEAU and enemy strong points 1n tho aroa. The 
attack went viell from our area and ' G I uas soon ~n thu Chateau and b eyond• h a v i n , 
suffered feVJ casualtieo . As the attack had g one so well, A and D Goys ~ore pushed 
into M11RXEM nntl advancing q ·,ickly, took up positions south of an ant• - tank ditch 
with .A on the right, ' D' - in tho c:ont1'e and 'D' coy \>ihich had not moved from 1t' s orl-l 
ginnl position protec~ing the left flank. ~ 

Thi.s was a gala day for 'C' Coy undel' Major Blu'gess, as thc:y did a very good job. 
In all, 53 prisoners were taken and thuy all proved to bu from 1018 Bn - tho •stomac 
Ul cor' Bn - categot'y t::'.m vtho, hav1'nf.; b ~,ilt many of the forti1'1cat ions around 1rnTWERP, 
were abundoned by the NA~ns and told to defe nd what they ho.d. 1:mdo. Thoy were a. uni• 
formly ml. serabl~ type and were only too glad to give in vrhcn rooted out of their 
positions . 

The roads • n MRFP"EM were f o•,nd to be h "Jav11y m.· ne cl nnd the sappers ,-1ere soon at 
work clearing things up . The populat~on wore ex ramely glad to aen u s as they had 
beon short of food und under stress for some weeks . 

T l1e day was also noterJorthy for a patrol led by net Kirkland of 'B' coy . It 
consi~tcd of 3 men and, sw lmning ·anals on l'OUte , got nto BF.CKE..,·m1, rctui•ning wi th 
a full and usoful repo1•t . 
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Near FT DE 
MERXEM 

REF: 
STERNPOVEll 
i,o 24 SW 
1/20,000 

STABROECK 
REP' 
DOEL 
"!O 23 SE 
1/25,000 

Date I Hour 

TUE 
3 

OCT 
44 

\'JED • OCT 

~ 
Origi.nn.l, c:lup lica..to u.n d t-ri.pl.ionte to be 
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Summary of Events and Infonnation 
Remarks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

On the ~hol~, it was a most satisfactory day for the Dn as we fina lly succeeded! 
1n getting ofr o ur hackaides and pushing the enemy out at a strong position - one ~ 
whlch,desp1te his inf'irmi ties, he blld de.f'ended quite well. 

Tho weather was clear and pat1•ols during tbo night scouted tho area for bridges J ~ /, 
and poes1bl.e rout es . One b.ridge was found over the A tk ditch, not more than 100 
yds .fr0e1 FT PE MERXEM., one of the ring of Dolgian f'ortificat.;.on3 around AUTNERP which 
bad been used as a German strong point . 

During the morning 'A I company attacked F<J:"T DE MERX8U and at 1130 hrs \"1ere abl1 
to report l platoon inside the fort, having r:1et litt le oppodition as the enemy bad f ~I<! 
pulled out of their poait1ons and were cont1.nu1tig to harass us v1 \ th L?!O and rifle 
fire v;hile lillthdr,iawing . 

BnH-1 moved to an old chateuu on tho Uorthern outskirts 01· HEHT.EU . 
The Bn no,. dug i n ami wa1te•d further instrs. Tho rer.iainder of' thti Div v.ras 

sweeping up from the NR and thb RHLI on our left had succeeded in t heir advancos to 
tho NORTH, so the stage seemed to be set, ror substantial advance s on all sectors. 

At 0800 hours 'D' c oy was on the nova. The objectives were the two small vlllab~s 
of L~ER AND DEll HOECK and all went well as little or no opposition was encountered. 
In the meanti me., patrol s to RECHEREN , to the WBST reported that town clear and ind1· 
cations all along the line nere that the onemy was w1.t hdr•aw1ng rnpldly. It was 
then docided to press on as quickly as possible ~ by-passing enflmy pockets on the way., 
with a view to seizing a bridgehead over tho OPSTAI,B3EK River aoi:ie 10 kilometres 
to the HORTH. I ~ 

so, the advance waa taken up by any means possible and it passed quickly through - · 
ST MARIABDRG, turning o!'f there to HOEVENEU and pressing NORTH through CITi7E.K to 
STABROr'CK• Very 11.ttl~ opposition wo.s encountered and once again tho route was 
lined with del1ghted civ111o.ns who produced f1•uit and beverages und s-:1armed all ove 
tho vehicles w.J,.erever they stopped . At 1530 hrs t I\', 1 B • and 1D' Coys had passed ttj•ough 
STABROECK and were recceing crossings with 'A• well on the right, 'D' in the centre 
almost due north of STABROECK and 1B I wandering in the flooded area to the .left. 
•c' Coy, 1n the meantime was at S'I\BR071CK, on the Eastern outskirts of the town . 

BilQ vas established in a large house in the centre of tho t011n. 
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5 
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44-
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At 1635 hrs 'D' r eported findjng a bridge and the Pione»rs were immediately aent 
to. clear it. ' D' coy clung gr1mly to their bridgehead, m~an"hile 'B' and 'A' moved 
i nto position and ' C.' c oy wa.s sent to force a crossing on ths ma.: n axis of advance . I ~ 

This waa a most successful day fer the Bn. The set objectives had easily been - . 
taken and a very val uable bridgehead seized, due to the vigour and determination of 
'D' coy. Yore tban 50 prisoners wore ln the bag and on more than one occasi on the 
JeI"rys had ~een seen hot- footing down the road tryi ng t o keep aheo.<l or OUL' advance . 

A cool, cloudy day and the attack continued relentlessly . 'B' Coy, under Major 
ta.1rd wer.:- to advance and se1ze the villa ge of PU'l'TJ<: on too H0LLAND- 13.fU..OUIM border, 
meanwhile 'A' Coy c l eared woods the RORTU AND rrR.~T, 'C' coy cr .ased the river and 
formed up. Th o purpose of the plan ns a wholn was to rt".gain tho 8)1[18 of advance 
11hich was the main 1•oud between Atl'riJRRP and BERGEN- OP-• ZOOM. 

' B' coy advanced success.fully into PUT'l'R comiug unde.· b 'c'avy fire and sustai ning , 
a large number of casualties . At 1419 hrs the ~irst of ' B ' Cu¥s aeetions was at 
tho crossroads in t Ol'ln and holding on desperately. The remainder of the Coy was 
in peaition s oon after and were greutl y assist ed 1n h a vy fighting by the work of 
the arty FOO, Capt Adams , who waa wi th tho loading troops at all times and was J~ 
among t he " liberated populace" waving to 'D' Coy when they subsequently marched in 
to the relief of 'B'• 

In the meantime, 'A' Ooy made good p1•ogress against oppositon not nearly as 
ho1avy and established themselves in a posit '. on 300 yds !m of PUTTR. 'C' coy meanwh11 
crossed the canal and took up a pos i tion as o firm base . At l?OO brs ' B' C~y ~as 
»elieved b-y ' D ' and the 40 odd 1·emaining were withdrawn to a fine and huge chateau 
(in1f.ll which Tac HQ had been establ ished), there to have a rest . TWO coys 0£ the 
RHLI ·were placed u/c for the night and took up positions Vi nnd SW of Pll'l''?E• 

PrisoneX's continued to stream in throughout the da.y and thJ total haul wa3 well 
ove1• 50. For the moat part they were our old friends of the 'H' Bn. but there were 
also a number or youthful, embryonic mari es , transferred to infantry only after 
the fall 01' 13RU.c; 'ELS and showing no 11.king for army 11:fe . 

~ajor Laird OC 1 B 1 coy was evacuated during the .day lnv1ng 1<-:d hls .'oy in their 
1'ine showing , altho·:gh exhausted and ill h ' mself . 

'-. 
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6 
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44 

SATI 
? . 
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44 
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A r1ne c l ear day. There ~as evidence of a gneral w1thdruwil 0£ enemy troops 1n 
the d i rection of BRRGEN-OP• ZOOP! ao the momentum of the attacic was maintained . With 
the ESS~X SCOTTISH acting as a firm base, the RBLI and RRC pushed forward • the for• 
mer to the sand dunes about 8 kilometres to the NHE and the later towards OSSENDREGF ·• 
The two forward units met little opposition and as there was still an enemy poeket ~ 
to the east it was decided to send the ESSEX out to clean it up . - · 

'C' Coy was chosen for the job andwaa soon on the move and repo1•ted fairl.y 
stiff opposition as the y crossed flolds dotted with bushes af1'ord1ng good cover, sus 
tai.ning a number of casualties en route. The re1talning co~r s had an easier time and 
by 2300 hrs the Bn vas in position with '0' Coy well out to tho r!>AST, 'A' in the PUT E 
area and 'B' and ' D' to the SOUTH OI<' the village . BnHQ was set up in a small house 
on the EASTRtm outskirts . 

In the moantinie the RRC had reached OSSEIIDRECH'l' and the RHLI had taken thelr 
objective so the stage was set ~or the passage through of 5 Bde . 

At 0130 hrs t'ho order came throu!-;h to secure a start line fca- the FMRs - to the ~ /
1 

.2J 

NE• This meant pushing the Bn positions f crward s everal .t:ilometres so an early break 
fast was served and at 1200 bra the Bn was agaln on the move. 

TacH~ was moved further EAST to a house called VILLA ANN~ and all went woll unti 
' C' coy came under heavy fire at their objective, which we.s a road junct:l.on. In 
this acti on, Major Burgess. under whose con~and 'C' Coy had made their recent good 
showing was wounded. Th~ enemy were beaten off and it was not lollG bai'are a l l coys 
wer e 1n p osition. There was a heavy road block at 'C' Coys rd Junction and after I~ 
several attcl'.1pts v1th carr1er9, 1t was :found nocossnry to call tho ang~neers 1n. 
This held up tho Fl!Ro and thelr tank s upport and., : n the meant•ae 'C' coy took a goo: 
daal of heavy nortaring from the EAST • TacHQ ,,as also located at 'C' coy HQ vhich 
was a l ax•ge house f'ormerly used as a nursery school. 

As darkness fell tho Bn positions \llere 'A' Coy , well to the ?ffl\'1 covering the 
Northern end of t e start l i ne, 1.D' c oy beyond 'A ' on the tm s i de of a small lake, 
' C' Coy at the main crossroad and ' B' coy to the SW at the jun<:tion of the road to 
PUTTR . Patrol s were .itDI:1ed1ately sent out to rccce the HORTH and F..AST and keep the 
enemy on the ~ump . 

Prisoner s continued to come in throughout the dtt.y and onoo again tho tot al was 
over 50. For t he most part, they wero :embers or 'l.!' Bn and in a very mi aerable 

·-,H tion . 
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Remarks, references 
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Patr ols during the night reported scattered groups of enemy tu the NOHTll and r.:A fT ~ 1, 
Patr olling was very active and £or the most part, the Jerry seemed ready and anxious 
to give up the battle . A number ~f peculiar incidents occurred during a day uhich 
was otherwise not noteworthy. First of thesehappened when a Germon HGO was taken an1 
pr omptly said that he could get us 4 more prisoners. He was sent out accompanied by 
Cpl Macintosh of tho 'I' and whistled in 4 of his comrndt..;, who ctoserted eagerly. I tlul 

'i'her o was also the Germnn UO who , a.1•riving fli th h13 a.ssJd;ant to tend the wounded of '-?It~ 

a standi ng patrol, round that one of om· _patrols had taken over and wandered good 
naturedl y into one of our slit trenches oei'oro··'.realising h 1s mistnko. 

On the other band there was the oa8e of the Rnc who optim1st1ea.lly roported 50 
enemy emerging on their front n1 t h hands up. When a small patrol '7as sent out to ," 6a• 
ther them in"(as the Royals put it) the Ge r-mans c'ciaappaared into tranches and gegan 
i'1r 1ng. 

Otherwis e there was little activity. The FL'Rs and tanks ~ere still held up 
by road blocks. Occasional morta1•i ng enlivened a chilly, grey day. The Bn position: 
remained the same., partly in HOLLAND and partly in BELGIUM - probably the 1' :.irst time 
that the ESS:JC SCOTTISH HAVE BEEl1 act .ively engaged in two countries at the same time 

This was ,anot her chilly grey da,- . The FMRs col umn which was to beat up the eneLjly 
to the NE :fi:ull l y got going af'ter being held up by road block3 Md mines. The route 
taken d1f'fored from the or:g1nal but good progress was made and by 14~0 they were 
r eporting 64 prisoners . 

The Bn. s at tight dur.1ng the day, suf!'ering only occaa1ona1 I!lOrtar1ng. An un- I \JJri 
fortunate incident occurred when a 'B' Coy patrol under the coror.umd of' the A/OC ':'fl'.1 
capt Hogan was surpr1sed, surround6d and t aken prisoner. TWO .men of 12 escJJped. The 
patrol apparently met oppoa1tion., thought the enemy was going to sun•onder and ad
vanced too far . 

The word came through, during the afternoon, that vto were to bo relieved by the 
camerons of Canada of 6 Bde and the replacemcntbegan after darkness. 

In the fighting around PUTTE a section of Belgian Uaquis had bt:lm in act~ on w1tl:1 
'C' coy. Their efforts wer e most valuable, as they conducted themselves bravely and 
like highly- trained soldiers (whi ch most or them were not) - three 01· 14 giving t hel: 
l ives for their count ry . 

c- --- :c:::: ....... _ .-.---:__ :=----- ~_EL--- -~ ------, !;__ 
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Summary of Events and Information 

ng tne early hours o!. the muN11n1::, thu B ~ moved t o the az•en ofLttiiltlr,ftG, abvQt-~ / 
2 kilometres SP. of o-;sF.NDREC!l'J1 • BH~ was in a farmhouse, '-hich, n1though it was con-, 7T' 
spicuously clear, afforded obstacles ( such as pigs and goats) to vi;1rk. The J3n was dl'
ployed r.ith 'P' and •c• coys rorwat•rl and 1 1\ ' l s 'B' coys covering crossroads in the 
area. 

At 1430 hrs nlJQ took t ove:r tho headquarters of' the RRC in ossmmR~CHT. The 
headquarters were in the tovm r.Jl.ll, a handsome and \"'1ell-equ1pped build,ng uhich had ~ been daJ:'Ja&ed to some degree by shelling . 

During the day the RRC put 1n e.n attack to cut the rtiain road t <> the SOUTH BEVEI)AND 
pen1nflula. The attack was partially successful and the Royals were able· to report , 
number of Pns some of whom were paratroop rfts and very superior to the troops that 
we had boen meeting. The ground wus a.dmirablo for defence, being porf'octly flat an 
barren and the enemy was well dug 1n all along the dfkes. As a rest..lt the lll8.1n roa 
remained in Germnn hands although the RRO positions made use or it difficult. 

During the night two coys were ordered to stand by to assist 1fitDde if requireci. 
The assistance was not needed and all was quiet again by one o•clock. 

At 1100 hrs, tho I3n was on the move agai n to talie over from the BUCK WATCH an, 
CALGARY IIIGF.L/\N'DRRS, who had cleared U00GEHW:' t DE some throe k1lOI:Iotres to tho NORTH 
and directl.y to the EAST or the BEVBUJm Peninsula. The RHLI had pro ceded us and . 
were already in positions on the Northern outskirts of the t~n. HOOORHHEIDE proved 
to be a sham.bles, the majority ot the houses wrecked or dauaged and the streets lit - ~ 
tered with dead Germans. BilQ was set up ir1 a big achool not far .from the main road - · 
and the an was deployo.d .. itb 'A ' on the left 1n the· c~ntre of' the town, 'B' coy to 
its rear and 'V' coy on the right \7ith 'C • Coy i..~ ::·EJserve. Directly to our front .a:q 
within a tew hundred yards of u2 wero the RHLI• On the left and fl6ll fo1•ward were 
the RRC. . 

During the day. the SRR or the 6th Bde put in an attack on the r1 ght flank, 
running into opposition among the sand dunes ond vJoods to the EAS1'• 

Thora was a considerable a.-nount of enemy aortarlng and shelling of our position, 
throughout t he day., but no sustained activity. Patrols on our p<il't were restricted 
to liaioon with neighbotll'ing units as the Bn role was a reserve one ror the moment. 

• 
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A'P HOOGERID !1E 
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NO 2:S THU 
1/25,000 12 
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44 

AT fIOOOF.RfitU Dr• FRI 
REF HUI JDERGE 13 
No 23 NE OCT 
1/25 , 000 44 

r: 

( Erase heading not required) 

Summary of Events and Information 

The weather continued to be cool nnd cloudy. The Bn role w&o a pai:JSive one though 
ther e . was oonsideruble activity on the RRC .fr nt to the VJEST and to the EAST on the 
SSR front . The day was g1 von over to tightening up do.fences and probing enemy weak 
spots . 

The enemy remained quito active, tossing a number o:f t1ortur bombs at the ochool 
wb ' eh wa.s BHQ, and at the main int ersection:, 1n HOOORRH!~' DE• 

In view of the importance of the positions and the f eat that a determined German 
de!'ence seemed lil<6ly to make our stay 1n HOOGERJWIDE of some duration, a description 
of the area 1s necessary. 

ll0OOEITHEIDE lies 
directl y EAST of tbo BEVET.AND peninsula and i s about ? mi.les SOUTll o:f BERGEll OP ZOOM 
The town straddl es the Al1T'i'lF.RP• BEROEN high;:ay ancl is about 1} miles SOUTH of the main 
highrlay t o GOES on tho penin sula. To the EAST lie scrubbly woods and country, which 
.fol" t;h1ckly pouul atcd HOLIAJID, is relatively barren. To the WEST lies tha to.rn of 
WOEUSDRF!CllT and to the SOt.:THiJEST low l ying country~ much o!' which waa 1'looded . The 
whoie area 1s admit-able for de!'once except that the shortage or cover makes a1r1al 
r ~connaisennce easy. 

The Germans that we were meet ing were ovr old .:.'riend;J of the "stocw.ch Ulcers" but 
aided by odds and sods of all type_.1 and with - l eavening of' young and vigorous para
troops. 

During the day t he RIILI put in an attack on ,HJRliSDiH~CHT with o ne company. The 
attack vae successful in that the objective was taken but ttithdrawal wu.s forced by 
heavy enemy fire. 
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The night was full of sound and fury aa the enemy pu t 1n counter attacks on the I~ 1, 
RRC and SSR t ronts - on the l eft and right respectively . The RRC beat o£f their 
attackers but the ssR suf'fered a number of casualties and suocueded with difficulty 
in retal n1r1g t.11e1r p ositions . 

At 1000 hrs , on n r.,isty morning, the RTIC or 5 Bde launched an attack on WOENSDREtR'l'l ~ 
The attack , unfortunately , straggl ed far behind its artillery bar1•age nnd was unsucaess-l - · 
ful . Afte1• sufferi ng heavy casualties the blaclt V.iatoh witbdra11 to their original 
positions . 

In tho late afternoon o.n enemy attnck ¥1as a c ain put in on the m:m position and 
and was ago.in boaten off ui t h dii'flcul ty - a coy ot R de l!ais bo!ng despatched to 
111aaist t he ssn. 
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Whilst all these 1ntc:resting happenings were taking place tbo Bn remained in 
. position nt rIOOOERP.EIDR, in a state of readiness to assist when and -v:here required. 
contact patrols t1ero maintained, occasional raortaring waa suf.fered but there T:as 
nothing wildly exciting from the Br1 standpoint . 
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Tll1s was a beaut11"ul day and a momorable and successf'ul one ror 'C' co-:, and rox- 1~ .:<.,, 

th,e Reg1mont. At 0830 brs 'C' coy was ordered to stand ready to clear up a pocket 
ol' enemy between the SSBs and the R de Mais. By 1300 bra capt nacoonald, commanding 
' C' coy was reporting modestly that things were eo1ng "not too badly", though as tlB 
afternoon wore on priscnera came streaming in to the PW cage. I t bocamo clear that 
'C' coy waa doing an excellent job md in hand to hand fightinB took 126 prisoners 
at very s.iAall cost . Tales f.'ere told or how sgt Levett ran forwart1, aei~ed an enemy I ~ 
HG, turned it about and kept the Oe1•pw.ns heads d uwn while Lieut ~ dey led his platoon - · 
in a determined bayonet charge. The enr.my whon raced ~lth this s oi•t of thing gave 
1n quickly and the pocket was soon eliminated. The engagement reflected great credit 

6 on the company CO!':U:lUnder and on all members of 1 C • Coy.. The C . (J . -~f the SSRa expresseµ 
his Opinion as follows : "Your 'C' Coy did o. perfect job - they couldnt possibly have 
done ,a better one" . 

hile t •;is was going on tba re ainder of the .Bn took over 1'i♦om the RlJLI. The 
change did not ent&.ll much or a movement and BHQ was r4oved a row hund1•ed yards to the 
town hall 1n Ii0OOERHEIDP.• '"he Bn 'RS.s deployed with 1 D1 Coy on the rtgbt and forward, 
'A' c oy forward und atrado . i ing the r.iain highaay and 'B' coy to the left and rear . 
'C I Coy v,ho reported tber;iselves b a ck 1n position by 1840 hrs wei•e in reserve for the 
moment. . 

The enemy continued to be fnirly aggressive and sane or tho positions reported 
bea.vy rnortor1ng. Ho switched bis sources of fire continually end made things t'airly 
hot , though his er.ror-ts seemed aimless end indicationa were that he was becoming 
increasingly jittery. 

The intermittent heavy 'morter1nr, gave the compunies great practice in sending 
in "shellreps" and 'Moreps" as Jel"I'y ahift,,d his gun and mortar positions nnd also 
caused Lieut Ken Jeanneret and his signallers to work overt1ae locating breaks in 
field telephone 15.nes. 

"-
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Th1s \1as a rolati11ely quiet cie.y, marked by some ene.r:1y- activity. We had become I~/ 
quite accustCllliBcl to the Ger mans D}i' mortar tasks 'in too aroa md knew :fairly well 
when to duck. 

The Ger·mans showed signs 01' increasing nervousneso as they ordered the evacuat1cbn ----sm 
or all civilians from TIOENSDRECP.T by 2200 hrs . While this was go1ng on the RHLI wer, 
teeing up a careful attock on th~ town, 30 tho enemy riust have had :roraboding o:r 
disastc;r . 

'l'he Bn activ ities were again limited to patrols mostly to the area of POOL STRA,iT 
some 800 yds to the NORTH, along which t he enomy hod establishod a dt,f.enoe lino . 

'.!'he weather was cool and winter was in the air. The UHL! attack went in at 
0330 }1r5 and moved s teadily f orward under a tromondous nrt1llery barrage . By 0500 
sub unit s of the RJJLis wer e on their ffnal objectives nnd shm•tl·, ni"ter·11a.rds request 
for ' F' Echelon vehicl es ..-.ere com1ni; !n. This a t tack was ext1·ornely cro·etull y prepae 
as WOh'NSDRECRT was a vital objective and word of its success r.as vei•y satisfactor y. 

\'Jith the RULI sucoes:J , ' A' coy fias ordered to move forward &nd 1c, coy noved up 
to take up positions on the EAST side or the AN'NlE:RP- .Blmmm-oP- Z00M highwny. The I ~ 
RRLI had nuffered a number o'£ casualties in their 'A, coy and our •n• coy was sent - · 
dux•ing the day to take up a position bett1een the RHLI ' C' nnd 'D' cays and placed 
under command of the "Ri l eyli". To compl ete the confusion re' und 'D • or the R de 
UII S were placed under Lieut coi Pang:,an ' s C0r.ll:l8.nd and moved to take up a position 
1n our rear thus giving ever yone a tight derons1ve set up . 

The Germans contSnued to be fairlJ active on our front - shoouing up f'larea 
during the night on t he least provocation. Enellly mortars Tiere accurate as usual and 
ever yone had enough t o keep him busy. As on many previous occaaiona, Major '8411 car: 
our Art y rop from 26 Bt y 4 Pd aegt gave the battalion valuuble assistance by bringinJ• 
do.;n "ste,11ks •1 whenever targets presented thee.selves. 
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This was a fine, clear day ana there was little Wlusunl activity. In order 
to f'urthel' fighten the defences, road block9 and strings \)f 7$ gi•enades were laid on 
tha main lines 01' approach. 
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Tho enumy remnined active. though by no means as act1va uu we were. Typhoons 
attacked any and all targets nrul the prodigious concentration of nrtillery which had I ~ 
been brought to the area r:.dlde 11£e 1.11seruole ror the oer.mans. - · 

The troops when not on duty searched ro1• jars or preaorves laid anny by thrift3; 
Dutch housewives. Tbe livoatock in the nt•.Jn also suffered somo casunltios and platoons 
and companies had some ull star meals fo1• o. change. 

Patrol aotiv1 ty was keen and showed the enemy to bo ae jumpy as ever. 

Another day simUar to those Just pa: t. 'l'ho weather wus cloudy and a raw wind j ~~ / 
bler-1 f1•or:i the lio1•th. There t1as nothin~ ver~, u citing to roport, although German 
mortars V-'cre ratht:I' more uctive them suul. Due to the g1•ou11d 1 observation wns 
d1.ff1cult and any suspected mortar~ or gun positions were plastered hy our arty. 

Patrols sent out ~ during the day found dof1n1te evidence of e11om~,• t7ithdrawal 
in the DOOL STRAI\T az-ea to the north and it was gratifflng to know that our agg1•essivl• 
tact ' c:s were beginning to tell on something besidos hia ncr'(fes. 

~ The weather cleared and the 'Whole front seethed with minor activity. During 
tho night. a 'C' Coy f,igbting patrol reached DOOL S'PRAAT at thci main c1•oss1·oads and 
r eported the presence. of enerey there . Further to the EAST• '0 • Coy reoce patrols coi~ld 
find no evidence or them. 

Tho RRC on the far left r€pOl'ted enemy- s..~elling · anrt aggres1 ve actions but on c. 
lessening scale. 

·Tlie Germans continued o.ttemppa to in!'iltrate and sniping patrols r,ere reported 
aloog the sballoo draw which lay between our positions and those 01· the RHLI to t e 
"est. 

Everyone was getting heartily 3ick of" HOdGF.RHr IDE at thts point. The aovelty 
had worn off and the i'lat w t terrain complete wl tb the dep1•ess1ng sights of the 
ruined village ~ore far rrom piea3ant. 

~ 
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The night ,ras again enli vened by patrols both our• own snd the enemy's . Our 
usual patrol of fighting streneth to the main crossroods o.t DOOL STRAA'l' again came 
under fire and reported enemy activity 1n the area. A recce pat rol also sent to 
DOOL STRAAT, t hough further RAS'l' , set off an enemy booby trap which resulted in 
two oombors of the patrol r e tiring in c onfuss 1on to announce that they had been 
fired on w1th rif •le gren.ades and that; the 1eader of the patrol w11a a casualty 
probably a ~atal one . 'ihe patrol leader · turned up quite intact an l hour ·. nnd 
a half later wi tb a full report . 

The day was fair. and war1:i and lit t le of the unusual occurred,. l1ortaz·1ng was 
oecooing rarer an<.1 small arms f1re wnn also at a m!nic:um on the company !'·ronta. 
Action was in the air, hcwevor, and 116 hoard that we were to be relieved shortly by 
a unit of 6 Bde, probably to 1•est f or a push up t ?· e BEVG.Lli?ID peninnula . 

~ 

The Bn was replaced today by the FMRs of 6 Bd& . The changeover 1:ook place at 1 00 ~ /, /</, 
hrs follo.,ing a day which was a repHca of those just past. '£he Bn wns s upposed to .r. eve 
to a neFI area to the 3outheast not far NO'iTl! of PUTTE , b ut re~ce parties .r•ep?,rtod 1t 
so unsat '-. sf'actory that the co decided to remai n 1n HO'_·GF.P.H:::!DE taking headquar tex·s in 
the school over again . The Co s were theref ore, concentrated 1n hou~on in the taan. -5Jt4 
At the sama ti-:r.o the camer ons of . Canada replaced the .RHT,'l, relcasj.ng our ' B ' coy · 
s.nd the Black Watch of 5 Bde r el11:aved the RRC ., so that the whole of 4 Ude might h ave 
a re~t . 

A very unfortunate inciden t oocured when u 1 0 . 5 crn shell burst through tho wol 
of a house just occupied by A tk platoon HQ, lt1111nt? the platoon comd, p opular and 
capable Capt Jim Watt and slightly uounded 4 othera 

The atmosp' 1t::r c was dripping wHh act i on as the 4 D1v put i n a ·right hook 
attack utmed at 8 ·-GEH- OP- ZOOM. Progress was slow at 1'1.rst d;io to t!.e diff.1.cult 
gr ound , but th.., 4th Div pushed forward slowly and after 24 hours were due F:.AST or andl 
no1• more than 5u00 yds from our position . Tb.1a att·,ck was, or course to fcrco the 
enemy back 6.nd cut him of f .from the pan1nsula , and to free tho. main route through 
to GOES on s:,UTH B·~VRLMID. 

'1'h" day was spont in getting things into .shape for the c r.o ng oporotion - the 
c l e....r i 1ni5 of the peninsl1l a - known as " VITALITY" • 

"-
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Summary of Events and Information 

Du1•1ug the morning, at Bd& HQ a discussion was hele on V l TALl T'?l and 1 t became 
kno-n. definitely, that the Essex Scottish were to untlet,tauo o.n armoured thrust nlon1 
the penin~n1la 11 • th a vlew to ,se1~.1ng th •_ ~,_:: vitEtl ra1lt1ny bridge ove:r the S(l1'i~H V 
BSV LAWD $hlp canal . We were, natuna.lly, pleased to have the opportuoity of leading 
tba way in t h1:.1 nll impoi•tant operation. Bl•isacie l.md a splendid al!t up or sand tabl1 
aerial photographs and maps and ai•ra~.ger.mnts were 1:u..de £01• study groµps fo1• the units 
taking pat' t ln tl~ cpa1°atl)on . That study was n~ -es sai·y will bo seen by l'eading th 
1nfvr•mation :!.n the appendlx a tl:achod. The ground was very good for defence and 
flooding c:c.useil by Gorr:an domol 1tlons made it that rni,ch mot•e di.ff icult. 

It was also decided during the morulng, that tho lffiC would secure a start line 
for ,1s, ,,s uthar•wlae , tho chances of' making a uucce.saf'ul ai; nuk tht·ough a gap in 
the dyko orto tt.e main highway seemed very µ001•. 

The \\hole.affai1• g a.a of cow·se . deponda r:t 011 i:ho . suocess of the 4 Div attack . 
Thd c'a· • othe:i;-wise. 11as quiet . Padrv ''Josrr ca1•dy held ~e or bis simpl e snd 

very 1mprea s1ve ser vices which oas much appreciated by all ranlcs. 

'Th$ weather was c laud1 und cool and ruin had t.1.1r ned the chu1•nod up roads int o 
bog:3 . 

The st\ldy groups c:ont1nuod at 4 Bdc ll..'.l and fw•tber l)reparuticna ne1•e l!lade fer 
VITAL!'i'Y, . R.:ttons1vc Reece wn.s carried out ancl it 1111g ,t. be a~ ·· ell to describe the 
gx-•ound and route lesd1n~ up to tho start po1nt. 
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The ma1n roa.d through W01HS RECHT &nd '40:1tv1s.rd cnto tb£:. ;,) .. .:..n.s'-'la was not ont 1 r·, 
in our hands nnd ., consequentl y ., a :means had to b~ found to breul-: u ,o:c•os a l:ho rnilwa:,r 
through tho dyke und onto 'th~ highway past tho enc,my held local1t:r. 'l'ht~ dyke s ex tv,1· 
1n gr•"::de1•or~ fashion from the JHJ'.i"£r..RF- BEfiGT{N- OP- ZOOH hiE;hway and the land in between 
was eit her f looded er marshy . ThG be:.;t avuilnbl e s•oadc l ay we8tWa.I·d f.1•om. vSstmDRJ·"C~ 
t h e m:;c nort hward a long the <lyke~ t o a poi nt about three kilomet1•es WEST OF r1omrnoRr:clllT . 
At this pnint H doubl ~ track railway r an flfi!S'l' on top of' tl"w dyke and b~tween the ro 
u p and the highwa y . T her e was no me t hod of crossing the rai l way oxcE.pt by bl asting 
a gl:lp in it . 

'-
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Summary of E vents and Informat ion 

The ro tes to be taken to tho start pc>int u•ere f.'or the r.iost part, bounded on 
e i ther side by ditches and were in a terrible state as a result o~ flooding, I'a1n 
and the passage of heavy vehicles. The riroapect of taking thesEJ rood::, at night was 
not a pleasant one. 
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to Appendices and 

initials 

The Bn, duri 1g the day,. p:nact1°ed loading and of'f -loud1.ns tho now o.rrnoured 15 \ ~ 
cwts wh:ch were to carry the rifle coys. Otherwise t he day was reasonably quiet, nl- - . 
though our 11rest11 area was the tar,;ot fop some long range mortaring. 

Preparat ons for t hi forthc c.Jt:J.in~ att .c < were not limited to ope!:r.t..tion ones, 
for the day., qi,et tactica lly, RE.IS un extre.nely b u: • one ror the 2 1/c, :.;ajor Don 
Mackenzie, who bed to deal with i:ian:,r 'A' and 'Q' problems and tor th ,embers of 
' F '~ 'A' and 'R' ~cholons. 

The Bn pulled out or HOOG'"RJrrn~ at 0100 hrs on this r9.iny., pitch bleak morning. 
'C' coy was to lead the attack and was praceded by a troop of arnourod cars from 
the 8th Reece and a troop of tu.nks fr(.lm the lQ Armd Re rt; ·,chi nd f'o~lowod ' ,\ 1 Coy 
with similar suppoz•t .and then came BHQ.., 'D' and ' !1' coys., a plntoon of ~ngineers, a 
platoon of NMOs f1•om the Toronto scott~sb o.nd representa tives 1'rom field and medium 
artillery. Beh• nd them came a tremendous weight of ev ,rything that anybody a ver 
dreamed of • I 

Tho going was extr~mely difI'icult and dawn found the convoy strewn from 
the ge.p-bsck,;:ards for sevorul miles. Uanv c ~rs had g ono ~n the d··tches and the I~ 
troops had piled on other vohiclos to o t tm,c the Jo;a•ney. Chains were soon pro- - · 
d ·ced and by 06:SO hrs the column was lined up and r eady to proceed with only a few 
veh icles n i ssing. Reece showed that tho gap over the rai lwa; tracks. consisted mostljy 
of a nice piece of white tape., but tho enginee1·s working with p ck anosbovel soon 
i::nprovisod it so tbst tank S.!~d Reece r.on pronm.m:ed it passal>l6. 

In the t!'ltumtiwe, tho Rnc wero engeged in cl·A:tr~ng the start linti nnd by 1020 all 
was ln readiness !'or t he dash to the cunnl. 

Progress ocross the gap 1n the ra.:lwny vas sl();IJ and the first tbrCJo recce cars 
and tanks had net 5 onf; mor e than GOU yds past i t when they tJere knocked out by a \,t- lll
plac c;d A tk gun. ~o the armoured t r r l st .. nded there and t he :r.iarch!ng troopo i ere 
ordered to iwrch once aga i n. At 1050 hrs tho RRC raporled our le!l<ling troops to be 
passing them on the start line. 

;;:' ··:e:~-=.:-=- - ~ -~ ---~c--==-~- ~~ --- - --::: -~--~ ----------_ -'---- ·-= 
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Summary of Events and Information 

Tho leading coys 'G' and 'A' found tho going very tough due to tho exposed 
nature of' the groimd und wero not ablo to reach thoir objoctivoa. Thl•eo capable and 
well- liked off'1ccrs were lost vhen Lieuts Jones and Lindal \9ere killed and Lieut 
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Douglas was wounded. Co.s1.1nlties otherwise 1,ere not too high but cont1~01 was dirfict.l .. 
and a t•oad blook on the 1:1r1in higbwuy mado evacl.ation of caurn-i.lt'.en nl.-.ost :tri Os3i ble. ~ 
' A' and ' C I coys \,ere, therefore., w1 t hdruwn to the aro,1 of thu star•t litw i n the '-.:'If! 

vicinity of BH~ ·uhich wns set up ln u small rectangular pillbo;;.. 
h1le t , ,is s. ttack was taking place tho armour· was for the title • -0onsolid&ted 1n 

the roar. 
After 'A' and 1C 1 coys had withdrawn tho Artillery plastered all suspectud enemy 

positions and typhoons alRO were called in. 
This was not a VL•ry s t.ccessful da~ but the Un had r otired only 1~0 lick \1ounds and 

m9.'ke plans and be1'ore tho night ;ms 1'ar s dvanced another attack was sent in . 

Tho sec,,rid attack r.iountod on a cold, clear, moonless nigbt was very successful . I~/ 
YJ1th 'D' coy an ' A' coys left and the /\rty pau.r~ng :f.ire on the tv10 cros31•oads ,;h1ch 
were the Bn ouj, \;t.:.vo , the troops r.ith pluck and deter mination pushed allcud. 'i'he 
encMy , v;hen our ..en got to closo que.:rto1•a.., gave , n easily. By J600 hrs the 
ob,i{Jc•.ive.s vtCJre ,.-<en and prisoners wore po•iring in - a total of 120 in all, moGt of 
them our old frionds of th~ nstomach Ulcers" bns. The Bn was then tolc! to consol1da· 
and the RRC ordered to push through us. 

The set up at t he crossroads \1.S iJ a very pretty one . BH.! was in a large well- I ~ 
furnished house whose owners, ari>1 ving a -few hours at'ter o ur entr i, , sur•veyed the scede · 
in pnin. All the Coys found houses wllere jar,s of preserves etc wore 1•endy and wa1t1 

Tie were all glad to hav<.. tho initial part or \TITAL'."T • behind us. TThlle the csn 
had not been crossed, the tough shell of the defonces at the narrcmeut polnt of the 
peninn la bad be~n broken . making llllltter s ens1er for everyone. ~he armoured thrust 
in uh1ch none of u s bad much 1'a:i.:th had failed but the infantry h Hd ,c .arr1ed through 
nn usual and to t hem much credit 1s due. 

~~I= ~ ~--~ ~- -.!,.-- --~ ~?-:__ ---~~ ----- ~-L_..- = ~~-



;;;_..,,,,. ... 

'" ..... ~~;3.;_;.,:;.:.;:;' ... -:;;.·_·("::...-.#:1'!"!1-:-·:..·.;J;-;-•, .. o "i<..--4,,/./i~rr:.~-.::·"r,.,..;,:,r.-------------- ~ ------...-.~ .. ;: .... '-..:> .,. - • _,... - - ~-~ 
do.v c,f r.1.1ob,.liY...tl>l:do.n, c,.r,;-r,tion. o z- ,c,,rr:al~ o ,;J.i
z:no.ob), o..ro con-tnined in F.S. Reg s . Vol . .1. 

OJt 
-,.,n,_, ---· -----· 

Title pages will be pz·epared. 

Place 

AT liffi4891'7'7 
REF 
WAARDE 

No 23 f'.1'1'1 
l /25 , 000 

AT RlLLAJm 
1'.R 5301..,0 
RF.F WAARD:"' 
'NO 23 UW 
l /25, 000 

1.: 

Date I Hour 

~ ~ 
Qrjgino.\, duplico.te and tripliea.t.o t.o be 
forwa,:de d to 0 . i/c 2nd Echelon £or dh,posal. 
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Summary of Events and Information 

At 0400 hrs t:h" Bn set off' again !n an attempt to awing behind the enemy at 
K Bl.W'~TJJ{. Th!: start line u:a.s secured by the RRLI but due to some err•or 1n calcu
la.ti.on5 the Rt!LI had n~t consol:.dated aa far fo1•ward as they were s-..1pp0sed to do anci 
tht: carrier· platoon which was l eod1ng the vray bogan to pick up prt.aoners riBht and 
left on the home o'-de of tho ~tart l!no . Gei•nuns began to appear f'rom ovary s t ump 
and hollO'l-J and before the a tt:uok had e vcr really begun ov5r ?0 prdlsoners wero in the 
bn.g. 

,marks, references 
to Appendices and 

initials 

'l'P.18 I?'.acle 1.1s perhaps, a llttlo ove1•-conf.idont but th!.ngs wont well as 'D ' coy led 
the way along the dykes In· the d~.1·ectton of' GAW~GB and ' B' and 'A I coys moved up I~ 
to the SOUTH, l7ith ' C ' Coy also to the !3:)HTIT a1.1d moving alonG th~ tlJTs1 7 ground on · 
the .ohore line. 

"iP and ' A' coy took many prifloners and the day I s total soon t'\OL:nted to over 15v 
but the ettaci: was pinned dorm hy enom. y MG and mortar f.1 re. 'C' Coy were ordere d to 
attempt nn out.rlnnki.ng rnovor:i.ant :rrom the SOI:TH" but were nlmottt trnpp~d by an enemy 
f'orco which lay low instead of givin1; up . •c' coy ,.,a.s t:1thdl·a,.m after• 'Vlading thr ouJ:h 
deep oa.rsc;ea und wi,th th•: men tired and ftll.ihy. 

At 18 ~o hrs word come through that thu Bn \,us to be relie1rcd by thn SSRs of' 6 Hde 
and recco par ties were sent i;o seai•ct: for acct;t'!l'.Doclation in RILLAJ.10 , a snall tor.n ,1h1cll 
was al.randy .1amned with t1•oops . Afte1• some d1:fficulty everyone was h.}uncd and t he 
·men v;ere given r. good meal, a i.:hanco to clean up o.nd rest. 

The day was spen t in resting and cl£HUlirJ.o up . The YMCA produced n chocoluto and 
cigaret te 1•ation wMch was~uch appr eciated . The t r oops were m1ch :.ntt•igued by t he qu411nt 
costur.-1es of 01.m:y CJf the v:ooen . 1-'or the most part, ti:ey looked lilco the advertisema 
for "Old Dutch Cl eanser " and were ha1•nosscd with gold blinker:i . Thf1 t;~n of RJLLf1.N 
was e. spotl es:1ly clean p l ace and t he :nhabitant s showed u ~ a great deal oi' kindness. 

During tho day v10rd cace t hrough that t he S9Rs rul':i obtained a br idgohend over 
tne canal on t ho mai-, h ighway and had all thoir c oys acr os s " a l tho!.lgh the bridge :ttso 
had bt..en domolished. Tho t'MRs wer e al3o acr os s on the locks nt tho SOUTH of' t he 
peninsula , whil e t he camerons o!' Ca nada wer e trying t o cross at t ho NORTH side . 
Tho RClt ~a1·e buay puttinc3 in a Class 40 bridge, but \-,ore hanpured by ener:iv morta r 
As soon as ths b?'idgo w.ns r·oady we wor e to r:011e a cross t he canal. 
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At 1100 hrs t'i-i Bn ~cved off emb t..saec~ ... n the arrnourod 15 cwts I or the staging 
area at KRUlh ~HG~H. 

i'/e arrived at KRUINING'RM at 1200 hrs and moved off again, the ri.fle coys on root 
at 1400 hrs. The countrys1de was rell flooded and watc:r lapped over the eclge of tm 
main road; on the Ra.stern side ot the bt d(Se the hiRhTJay was pac'kod •with vehicles 
and Lw.ny 1•idel'a four.d it better• to gat ou:t- nd proceed on foot . 

The mai•ching tt•oops pushed on quite t.n...,! posed and at dusk were heading Nortmrard 
into the out:skirts of KAPEI..LE. By 2000 bra the_ Bn was 1n posit1on the1·e, with the I ~ 
RBLX flanking ua on tho left and the RRU, SOUTH of the high.,ny .nnd \7ell f'orward. The - · 
inba.bitauts or KJ\PELL!h a plf;a:1ant little t01m ·were very glad to seo us and BHQ was 
soon set up in a large hous e which, w1th that morning had been used as u German HQ• 

There ifas absolutely no enemy aot:ivity and the night passed uneventfully . 
In o.ccords.nc(l with a n ew Divisional policy Mct_ior McIntyre, Co.pt 11aeDonald and te: 

men roturned to 'B 1 1-:cholcn :for a 48 hr l eave in BRUSSEL'3 or ~l1TilERP . Though the 
·nUt1be1• all0i'1ed to go v,aa very small , grunt interest v,as shown in tho f~rst evidence cl>f 
a lo&ve policy since the unit disomberkad. 

Thls was a cleat• , sunny day and after E1 t:1 '.irning spent exumininr; t he country- side 
and the town of OOP.S to the west , from the eh rch towor it was <lec14od tl1at the 
ener:.y wna pulling back as 1~apidl'y as possiblo. 

At 1215 hre tho Dn started out on .root 1n th~ direction or Gnt,V'Ts?~POLDim, to the 
southwest , by- passing GOES en ro'.lto . Ther e was no opposition although there was evid~n~ 
that t;he RRC who hlld p1•eceded us had oe·t some onem-y. We urrivod at GHt1v·.:NP0LDER at 
1800 hrs finding the RR\, ther e and i.::!th ·the sSRs close hohind us . A bz•i.ght nearly 
ful l moon cn2t queer shadows ·, in the village Y1hich h!ld boen b1:tdly wreckod by bombing 

A l ong wait follo',Jed but tho troops ;rere glad of thEi opp01~tunity to get a bi.t of 
s l eep. 

Duri ng t ha earl y hours of the morning the Bn moverl out of CiRAVENPOLDER bound ro: 
the ?P'Etn11DORP area , less t han a m1le fl•om the \7ester•n end of the peninai,la . A b1•1gh1 
moon nt:ill shone a n d the mar ching troops made good tinJe whl l e the drivers had an 
unusuall y pleas ant J ourne y . Again there was no opposi t ion though shortly after at'I'i 
a t 0630 hrs at a crossr ontl on t ho out skirt ~1 of NIEUWDORP , we p5.okod up a s oemake1' 
a Red c:ross man. sub sequen tly l ? otho r Ger mans aho had b een nid1ng in noarby cellar 
p ut in an a ppea r anc o . 
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Summary of Events and Information 

The Bn moved into UI~UWDOP.P amidst groat excitement anti a public holiday was so 
declared. The an .. as l1eployod to co'Ter· tho :rnntn approa-:hes to tho area &nd BHQ sas 
set up ln a house on the Tieotern ed6e of town. 

A patrol of platoon strength 't'!as aent out by 'C I Coy to f incl out what was going 
in the aroa of' tho cai1sf;Sway to YlALC:!1-'.RPN ISL/\tto . It .met opposition ulong the road 
to the causeway and ret ir1.,d with two casunltie:3 ono of whom WQs capt Ftn:cett 2 i/c 
o.f 1C t coy and in coin. ,'lJid durinz cac1t MacDonalds absence on 48 hr leave. 

Othel'v.'ise the day was quiet and in our area there was no enemy act j vlty. 
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The RRC put in an attack on the enemy positions at the E&stern end of the causewqy 
today. The attack was entirely successfnl and over 200 prisone1•3 were easily taken 

'.1.'he t~saeic Scottish area 1.ao again quiet except for one or t\'lu lo11g range mortar 
bo:nbs. A t 1300 hrs we heard that we were to b - :::-elieved by the iiLI of 52 Div end I -5\+'l 
·wore to withdra~ to a concent1•nt5.on aroa 1 ''i " GOES., ln the t;1n;, villuge of HEER · · 
Ji£NDI< lK3Kllf ''lIBN • a plnce as quaint as its Ian.% uhich .means 1 "?ir Ji€mdrik• s children~ 

II, was to most of us a relief o llnve the operation over w:itll . •rhc Ease,c scott1~h 
Regt h&d done its share and at 2000 hra hn.d withdrawn gr.aciefully tu be~in a well• 
earned rest. 

1 s t Bn, ESS~X S1 


