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ANTVTRP The day was much the same as those past. Active patrolling was continued and
Ref OCT an abortive attempt by & Platoon from 'B' Coy to seize the station to the North was
DOEL &d halted by the waters of an Antietank ditch. The Arty and Mortars had given the sta=
Mo. 25 S8 tion area a terrific pounding but, unfortunately, the platoon could not find a
1/25,000 place to ford.

The Arty also started fires in EECKEREN te the North and Herxem to the Bast and
there was evidsnce coming in to support the belief that the sneumy was thinning out
in that area. :

Further progress was reported by 5 Bde who were pushing towards us from an
rasterly directlon.

ANTWERP MON A lovely day and cvne on which the crazy battle for MERYEM was to reach a culminating
REPF 2 point.

DOEL ocT Phe R.R.C on our right pushed two companies across the canal snd ‘nto the Eastern
No 23 SE 44 section of MERXEM. They reported success and ¢ Coy of the RSSEX went in to attack
1/25,000 from the West and to clear up the CHATEAU and enemy strong points in the area. The

attack went well from our area and 'C' was soon 'n the Chateau and beyond, havin
suffered few casualties. As the attack had gone so well, A and D (Coys were pushea
into MERXFEM and advancing g ickly, took up positions South of an ant’=tank ditch
with A on the right, 'D'. in the centre and 'B! Coy which had not moved from I1t's orle
ginal position protecting the left flank. St
This was a gala day for 'C! Coy under Major Burgess, as they did a very good jobe.
In all, 53 prisoners were teken and they all proved to be from 1018 Bn - the 'Stomach
vleer'! Bn = categary men who, having built many of the fortifications around ANTWERP,
were abandoned by the NAZIS and told to defsnd what they had made. They were & unie-
formly miserable type and were only too glad to give in when rooted out of their
positions.
The roads 'n BFRYEM wers found to be heavily m'ned and the sappers were soon at
work clearing things up. The population were ex remely glad Lo see us as they had
been short of food and under stress for some weeks.
Phe day was also noteworthy for a patrol led by Sgt Kirkland of 'B' Coy. It
consisted of 3 men and, swimning canals en route, got nto RRECKEERN, returning with
a full and useful rveport. :
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MERXEM
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STERNFQVEN
No 24 sw
1/25,000

STABROECK
REF
DOEL
No 23 SE
1/25,000

TUE

ocT
44

WED

On the whole, it was a most satisfactory day for the Bn as we finally succeeded
in getting off our backsides and pushing the enemy out ef a strong position - one
which,despite his Infirmities, he had defended guite well.

The weather was clear and patrols during the night scouted the arsa for bridges
and possible routes. One bridge was found cover the A tk ditch, not more than 100

~S1q

é%%# i

yds from PT DE MERXEM, one of the ring of Belgian fortificationa around ANTWERP which

had been used as a German strong point.

During the morning 'A' Company attacked MGUT DE MEIYXEM and at 1130 hrs were able

to report 1 platoon inside the fort, having met little opposition as the enemy had
pulled out of their positions and were continuipg to harass us wi'th LMGQ and rifle
fire while withdrsawing.
BnHy moved to an old chateau on the Northern outskirts of MEE EM.
The Bn now dug in and walted further instrs. The remainder of the Ulv was
sweeplng up from the NE and the RHLI on our left had succeeded in their advances to
the HORTH, so the stage seemed to bs set far substantial advances on all sectors.

At 0800 hours 'D' Coy was on the move.
of LAER AND DEN HORCK and all went well as little or no opposition was encountered.
In the meantime, patrols to EECHEREW, to the WRST reported that town clear and indi
cations all along the line were that the enemy was w!thdrawing rapidly. It was
then decided to press on as quickly as possible, by-passing enemy pockets on the wa]
with a view to seizing a bridgehead over the OPSTALBXEK River some 10 kilometres
to the HNORTH.

S0, the advance was taken up by any means possible and it passed gulckly through
ST MARIABURG, turning off there to HORVENEN and pressing NORTH through WITWEK to
STABROUCK. Very little opposition was encountered end once again the route was
lined with delighted civillans who produced frult and beverages und swarmed all ove:
the vehicles wherever they stopped. At 1530 hrs 'A', 'B' and 'D' Coys had passed i
STABROECK &nd were recceing crossings with 'A' well on the right, 'D! in the centre
almost due north of STABROECK and 'B' wandering in the flooded area Lo the left.

'C' Coy, in the meantime was at STABRORCK, on the Bastern outskirts of the town.
BHAQ was established in a large house in the centre of the town.

e

The objectives were the two small villages
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PUTTE

REF
HUIJBERGEN
NO 25 N
1/25,000

THU
ocT

At 1635 hres 'D' reported finding a bridge and the Pionesrs were immediately sent
to clear it. 'D' Coy clung grimly to their bridgehead, meanwhile 'B' and 'A' moved
into position and 'C' Coy was sent to force & erogsing on ths ma'n axis of advances

This was a most successful day for the Bn. The set objectives had easily been
taken and a very valuable bridgehead seized, due to the vigour snd determination of
'D? COoy. HNore than 50 prisoners were in the bag and on more than one occasion the
Jerrys had been seen hot-footing down the road trying to keep ahead of our advance.

A cool, cloudy day and the attuck continued relentlessly. 'B' Coy, under Major
Laird wers to advance and seize the village of PUTTE on the HOLLAND=RRLOUIM border,
meanwhile 'A' Coy cleared woods the NORTH AND ¥WRST, 'C' Coy cr.ssed the river and
formed up. The purpose of the plan as a whole was to regain the amis of advance
which was the main road between ANTYRRP and BERGEN=0P=Z00M.

'8! Qoy advanced successfully into PUTTE coming under hsavy fire and sustaining
a large number of casualties. At 1418 hra the first of tg! Coga sections was at
the crossroads in town and holding on desparately. The remalnder of the Coy was
in pesition soon after and were greutly assisted in h avy fighting by the work of

SHY

the arty roC, Capt Adams, who was with the leading troops at all times and was sHa

among the "lilberated populace" waving to 'D' Coy when they subsequently marched in
to the relief of 'BY,

In the meantime, 'A' Coy made good progress against oppositon not nearly as
heavy and established themselves in a position 300 yds ¥W of PUTTE. 'G!? Coy meanwhilg
crossed the canal and took up a position as & firm basee. At 1700 hrs 'BY Coy was
welleved by 'D' and the 40 odd remalining wer: withdrawn to a fine and huge chateau
(inws which Tac HQ had been establiahsd?, there to have a rest. Two coys of the
RHLI were placed u/C for the night and took up positions W and S¥ of PUTPTR.

Prisoners continued to stream in throughout the day ané the total haul was well
over 50, For the most part they were our old friends of the 'H' Bn. but there were
also & number of youthful, embryonic mari es, transferred to infantry only after
the fall of BRUS"ELS and showing no liking for army life.

Major Lalrd OC 'B' Coy was evacuated during the day having led his Coy in their
fine showing, although exhausted and 111 himself.
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EAST OF FRI A fine clear day. There was evidence of a gneral withdrawdl of enemy troops in
PUTTE 6 the direction of BERGEN~-OP-Z00M so the momentum of the attaci was maintalned. with
EEF HUIJBER= 00T the BS8™X 300TTISH acting as a firm base, the RALI and RRC pushed forward - the for-
OBRN 44 mer to the sand dunes about 8 kilometres to the WNE and the later towards O3SENDRECHD.
No 235 NE The two forward units met little opposition and as there was still an enemy poeket S
1/25,000 to the east 1t was declded to send the E2SEX out to clean it up. s
'C' Coy was chosen for the job and was soon on the move and reported fairly

st1ff opposition as they crossed flelds dotted with bushes affording good cover, suse

talning a number of casualties en route. The remaining Cors had an easier time and

by 2300 hrs the Bn was in position with 'G' Coy well out to the RAST, 'A' in the PUTPE

area and 'B! and 'D' to the SOUTH O the village. BnHQ was set up in a small house

on the EBASTHRN outskirts.

In the meantime the RRC had reached OSSEWDRECHT and the RHLI had taken their

objective so the stage was set for the passage through of 5 Bde.
RAST OF SAT At 0130 hrs the order came through to secure a start line far the FMRs - to the | /, 2
PUTTE 7 NE. This meant pushing the Bn positions furward several ilometres so an early brepk
REP BRECHT oCcT fast was served and at 1200 hrs the Bn was again on ths move.
¥O 24 ™W 44 TacHQ was moved furthir RAST to a house called VILLA ANNA and all went well untill
1/25,000 'C*' oy came under heavy fire at their objective, which was a road junction. In

this action, Major Burgess, under whose command 'C' Coy had made their recent good
showing was wounded. The enemy were beaten off and it was not long befare all coys

wers In position. There was a heavy road block at 'C! Coys rd junction and after xﬂﬁ

several attempts with carriers, it was found necessary to call the eng neers in.
This held up the FMRs and their tank support snd, ‘n the meant ' me 'C! Coy took a goof
deal of heavy mortaring from the RAST. TacHl was also located at 'C!' Coy HQ which
was a large house formerly used as a nursery school.

As darkness fell the Bn positions were 'A' Cov, well to the WNW covering the
Northern end of t e start line, 'D' coy beyond 'A' on the NW side of a small lake,
'C? Coy at the main crossroad and 'B! Coy to the SW at the junction of the road to
PUPTE. Patrols were immediately sent out to recce the NORTH and RAST and keep the
enemy on the gump.

Prisoners continued to come in throughout ths day and cnce again the_total was
over £60. PFor the most part, they were wsmbers of 'M' Bn and in a very miserable

mATEion.
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EAST OF PUTPE Sl)j' Patrols during the night reported scattered groups of enemy to the NORTH and BART Zbpg /,

REF: 8 Patrolling was very active and for the most part, the Jerry seemed ready and anxious
BRECHT GC to give up the battle. A number of pecullar incidents occurred during a day which
Ne 24 WW 44 was otherwise not noteworthy. Pirst of thesehappened when a German NGO was taken and
1/25, 000 promptly said that he could get us 4 more prisonérs. He was sent out accompanied by
cpl MacIntosh of the 'I' and whistled in 4 of his comrades, who deserted eagerly.
There was also the German MO who, arriving with his assitant to tend the wounded of St
a standing patrol, found that one of our patrols had taken over and wandered good
naturedly into one of our slit trenches before reallising his mistake.

On the other hand there was the case of the RRC who optimistically reported 50
enemy emerging on their front with hands ups When a small patrol was sent out to "gge~
ther them in"(as the Royals put it) the Geimans cisappeared into trenches and began
firing.

Otherwise there was little activity. The FMRs and tanks were atill held wup
by road blocks. Occasional mortaring enlivened a chilly, grey day, The Bn posltiong
remained the same, partly in HOLLAND and partly in BELGIUM = probably the first time
that the ESS’X SCOTTISH HAVE BERN actively engaged in two countries at the same time

EAST OF PUT HG& This was another chilly grey day. The FPMRs columm which was to beat up the eneny
REF 9 { to the WE risally got going after being held up by rcad blocks snd mines. The route
BRECHT ocT taken differed from the or i ginal but good progress was made snd by 1430 they were
No 24 W 44 reporting 64 prisoners.

1/25,000 The Bn. sat tight during the day, suffering only occasional mortaring. An un-

3 fortunate incident occurred when a 'B' Coy patrol under the command of the A/0C ¢H9
capt Hogan was surprised, surroundédd and iaken prisoner. Two men of 12 escaped. The
patrol apparently met opposition, thought the enemy was going to surfender and ad-
vanced too far.

The word came through, during the afternoon, that we were to be relleved by the
camerons of Canada of 6 Rde and the replacementbegan after darkness.

In the fighting around PUTTE a section of Belglan Maguis had becn in action with
1C' Coy. Their efforts wersc most valuable, as they conducted themselves bravely and

like highl{-trainad gsoldiers (which most of them were not) = three of' 14 giving thely
lives for their country.
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AT 08S g the sarly hours © 16 MOLTI LT1E s B m 3 LREHBE bout

Jurin B I % ovVoea D IIE ol 55 WLE ) DR, ®
REF TUE 2 kilometres SE of O-°SENDRECHT. BHg was in a farmhouse, which, although 1t was con= 6??“”’
HUIJBERGEN 10 spicuously clear, afforded obstacles (such as pigs and goats) to work. The Bn was de-
NO 23 KE ocT ployed with 'D' and 'C' Coys forward and 'A! & B! Coys covering crossroads in the |
1/25,000 44 ared. !

At 1430 hrs BHQ took gover the headquarters of the RRC im OSSENDRECHT. The
headquarters were in the town hall, a handsome and well-equipped bullding which had | .9
been damaged to some degree by shelllng. :

puring the day the RRC put in an attack to cut the main road to the SOUTH BEVELAND
peninsula. The attack was partially successful and the Royals were able to report
number of P¥s some of whom were paratroop rfts and very superior to the troops that
we had been meeting. The ground was admirable for defence, being perfectly flat an
barren and the enemy was well dug in all along the djkes. As & result the main roa
remained in German hands although the RRC positions made use of it difficult.

AT HOOCERHEIDE puring the night two coys were ordered to stand by to assist '8*Bde 1f required.

REF WED The assistance was not needed and all was quiet agaln by one o?clock.

BUIJBERGEN (11 At 1100 hrs, the Bn was on the move agaln to take over from the BLACK WATCH an -
No 23 NE ocT CALOARY HIGHLANDERS, who had cleared HOOGENHY DE some three kllomctres to the WORTH
1/25,000 44 and directly to the EAST of the BEVELAND Peninsula. The RHLI had preceded us and

were already in positions on the Northern outskirts of the town. HOOGERHEIDE proved

to be & shambles, the majority of the houses wrecked or damaged and the streets lit- sl
tered with dead Germans. RHQ was set up in & big school not far from the main road '
and the Bn was deployed «ith 'A' on the left in the centre of the town, 'B' coy to |

its rear and 'D' Coy on the right with '¢' Coy in teserve. Directly to our front a
within a few hundred yards of us werc the RHLI. On the left and well farward were |

the RRC. ' i

puring the day, the SSR of the 6th Bde put in an attack on the right flank,
running into opposition among the sand dunes and woods to the RAST.

There was & considerable amount of enemy mortaring and shelling of our position

throughout the day, but no sustained sctivity. Patrols on our part were restricted
to liailson with neighbouring units as the Bn role was a reserve one for the moment.
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AT HOOGERHEIDE
REF HUIJBERGHN

No 23 THU

1/26,000 12
ocT
L

AT HOOGERHTZIDE FRI

The weather continued to be cool and cloudy. The Bn role was & passive one though
there was conslderable activity on the RRC fr nt to the Wr3?T and to the EAST on the
SSR front. The day was glven over to tightening up defences and probing snemy weak
spots. : ;

The enemy remained guite active, tossing a number of mortaer bombs at the school
wh'ch was BHJ and at the main intersections iIn HOOGRERHI DE.

In view of the importance of the positions and the fsst that a determined Germen
defence seemed likely to make our stay in HOOGERHEIDE of some duration, a description
of the area 1s necessary.

HOOGERHEIDE lies
directly RBAST of the BEVELAND peninsula and %a about 7 miles SOUTH of RERGEN OP ZOOM

{®he town straddles the ANTWERP~-BRRGEN highway and is about 1§ miles S0UTH of the man

highway to GOES on the peninsula. To the BAST lie scrubbly woods snd country, which
for thickly populated HOLLAND, 1s relatively barren. To the WrsT 1ies the town of
WORNSDRECHT and to the 30UTHYEST low lying country, much of which was flocded. The
whole area 1s admirable for defence except that the shortage of cover makes airial
raconnaigesance easy.

The Germans that we were mesting were our cld friends of the "gtomasch Ulcers" but
alded by odds and sods of all types and with a leavening of young and vigorous para-
troops.

During the day the RHLI put 1in an attack on WORNSDRECH? with one company. The
attack was successful in that the objective was taken but withdrawal was forced by
heavy enemy fire.

The night was full of sound and fury as the enemy put in counter attacks on the
RRC and 38R fronts - on the left and right respectively. The RRC beat off their
attackers but the 53K suffered a number of casualties and succeeded with difficulty
in retaining their positions.

At 1000 hrs, on a misty morning, the RHC of § Rde launched an attack on WORNSDRECHT
The attack, unfortunately, straggled far behind 1ts artillery barrage and was unsucgess-
ful. After suffering heavy casualties the black Watch withdrew to their original
positions.

In the late afternoon an onsmi attack was again put in on the 39k position and
Fnﬂiiaa ;gnln beaten off with difflculty - a coy of R de Mais being despatched to
ngs _at t 35R.

/
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Whilst all these intoresting happenings were taking place the Bn remained In
. position at HOOGEREEIDE, iIn a state of readiness to assist when and where required. )
Contact patrols were maintained, occaglonal mortaring was suffered but there was
nothing wildly exciting from the Bn standpoint.
AT HOOGERHE[DE This was a beautiful day and a memorable and successful one for 'C' Coy and for |<&7¥ <,
REF HUIJBERGEN the Regiment. At 0830 hrs 'C' Coy was ordered to stand ready to clear up a pocket
No 23 W SA of’ enemy between the S3Rs and the R de Mais. By 1300 hrs Capt MacDonald, commanding
1/25,000 14 IC' Coy was reporting modestly that things were going ™not too badly™, though as tle
oC afternoon wore on prisoners came stresaming in to the PW cage. It becams clear that
el iIC' Coy was doing an excellent job and in hand to hand fighting took 126 prisoners

at very small cost. Tales were told of how 3gt Levett ran forward, seized an enemy S
MG, turned it about and kept the Germans heads d.wn while Liesut Kadey led his platoon |
in a determined bayonet charge. The enemy when faced with this sort of thing gave

in guickly and the pocket was soon eliminated. The engagement reflected great credit
on the Company CJommander and on all members of 'C' Coy. The C.0. of the 39Ra expressef
his opinion as follows: "Your 'C' Coy did a perfect job - they couldnt possibly have
done a better ons".

While t"is was going on the re ainder of the Bn took over from the RHLI. The
change dld not entail much of a movement and BH] was moved a few hundred yards to the
town hall in HOOGEREEIDE. The Bn was deployed with 'D? Coy on the right and forward,
tA' Coy forward and straddilding the main highway and 'B! Coy to the left and rear.
g C:y who reported themselves back in position by 1840 hrs were in reserve for the
moment «

The enemy continued to be fairly aggressive and same of the positions reported
heavy wmortaring. He switched his sources of Tirs continually and made things fealrly
hot, though his efforts seemed aimless and indications were that he was becoming
increasingly Jjittery.

The intermittent heavy mortaring gave the compunies great practice in sending
in "ghellreps” and Moreps" as Jerry shiftrd his gun and mortar positions and also
caused Lieut Ken Jeanneret and hils slgnallers to work overtime locating breaks in
field telephone lines.
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AT HOOGERHI DB This was a relatively quiet day, marked by some enemy activity. We had become Gyt /,
REF HUIJBERGEN quite accustomed to the Germans DI mortar tasks in the area snd knew falrly well
¥o 23 NE SUN when to duck.
1/25,000 15 The Germans showed signs of increasing nervousness as thev ordered the evacuatijn‘J*@
ocT of all civilians from WORNSDRECHT by 22800 hrs. W®While this was going on the RELI wer
44 teelng up a careful attack on the town, so the enemy must have had foreboding of
disagler.

The Bn activitles were again limited to patrols mostly to0 the ares of DOOL STRAAT
some 800 yds to the NORTH, along whibh the enemy had established a defence line.

AT HOCGERNEIDE The weathsr was cool and winter was in the alr. The RHLI attack went in at
REF HUIJBERGEN 0330 hrs and moved steadily forward under a tremendous artillery barrage. By 0500
No 23 NE MO sub units of tle RHLIs were on their final objectives and shortly afterwards reguest
1/2%5,000 16 for 'P* Echelon vehicles were coming In. This attack was extremely carefully prepae
ocT as WORNSDRECHT was & vital objective and word of its success was very satisfactory.
e With the RHLI success, '"A' Coy was ordered to move forward and '(? Coy moved up

to take up positions on the RAST side of the ANTWERP=BERGEN-0P-Z00M highway. The _SHa
RHLI had suffered a number of casuvalties In their 'A' Coy and our 'B' (Coy was sent S
during the day to taks up a position betwsen the RHLI 'C' snd *D' Coys and placed
under command of the "Rileys". 7o complete the confusion 'C!' snd '™D' of the R de
MEIS were placed under Lieut Col Pangman's command and moved to take up a position
in our rear thus giving everyone a tight defensive se! up.

The Germans continued to be falrly active on our front = shookbling up flares
during the night on the least provocation. Enemy mortars were accurate as usual and
everyone had enough to keep him busy. As on many previous occasions, Wajor B&l1l Cary
our Arty rep from 26 Bty 4 Fd Regt gave the battalion valuable assistance by bringing
down "stonks" whenever targets presented themselves.
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AT HOOGEHRHEIDE This was a fine, clear day and there was bittle unusual sctivitv. In order
REF HUIJBERGEN to further fighten the Gefences, road blocks and atrings of 75 grenades were laid on
25 NE TUE the main lines of approache.
1/25,000 17 The enemy remained active, though by no means as active as we were. Typhoons
OCT attacked any and all targets and the prodigious concentration of artillery which had S
&g been brought to the asrea made life miserable ror the Germans. ok

The troops when not on duty searched for jars of preserves laid away by thrifty
Duteh housewives. The livestock in the arva also guffered some casuslties and platoana
and companies had scme all star meals for a change.

Patrel activity was keen and showed the enemy to be as juupy as ever.

AT HCOGERHEIDE Another day sim'lar to those just past. The weather was cloudy and a raw wind | 2249w /
REF HUIJBERGER blew from the North. There was nothing very exclting to report, although German

WED mortars wore rather more active then sual. Due to the ground, observstion was
1/25,000 i8 difficult and any suspected mortars or gun positions were plastered by our arty.

ocT Patrols sent out during the day found definite evidence ¢f enemy withdrawal

44 in the DOOL STRAAT area to the North and it was gratiffing to know that our aggressive

tact ' cs were belginning to tell on something besides his nerves. ;

AT HOOGEREZIDE : The weather cleared and the whole front seethed with minor activity. During Q*”
REF HUIJBERGEN the night, a 'C' Coy fighting patrol reached DOOL STRAAT at the main crossroads and
23 WE TEU reported the presence of enemy thers. Further to the EAS?, 'D' Coy recce patrols coulld
1/25,000 19 find no evidence of them.

0CT The RRC on the far left reported enemy shelling and aggresive actions but on a

44 lessening scale. e

‘Tte Germans continued attempps to infiltrate and sniping patrols were reported
alomg the shallow draw which lay between our positions and those of the RHELI to t'e
West.

Everyone was getting heartily aslck of HOUGERH'1DE at thls péint. The movelty
had worn off and the flat w 't terrain complete with the depressing sights of the
rulned village were far from pleasant.
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AT BOOGERHEINE The night was again enlivened by patrols both our own &nd the enemy?’s. Our
REF HUIJBSRGTN usual patrol of fighting strength to the maln erossroads at DOOL STRAAT agaln came
Wo 23 KE FRI under fire and reported enemy activity in the area. A recce patrol also sent to
1/25,000 20 DOOL STRAAT, though further RAST, set off an enemy booby trap which resulted In

ocT two members of the patrol retiring in confussion to announce that they had been

44 fired on with rifid grenades and thai the leader of the patrol was & casualty J'H"

probably a fatal one. The patrol leader turned up quite intact an lhour "= and

8 half later with a full report.

The day was fair and warm snd little of the unusual cecurred. Mortaring was
becoming rarer and small arms fire was also at a minimum on the company fronts. ;
Actlon was in the alp, however, and we heard that we were to be relieved shortly by
a unit of & Bde, probably to rest for a push up the BEVILAND peningula.

AT ROOGERHHI;% SAT The Bn was replaced today by the FMRs of 6 Bde. The changesver took place at 1700 2past /, Z,
REF HUIJBERGREN 21 hrs following a day which was & replica of these just paat. The Bn was supposed to move

Ko 23 HE ocT to a new area to the Southeast not far NOITH of PUTTE, but recce parties reparted it

1/25,000 o so unsatsfactory that the CO declded to remain in HO GEHHZIDE taking headquarters in

the school over again. The Uo s were therefore, concentrated in houses in the town. | M}
At the same time the Camerons of Canada replaced the RHLI, releasing our 'B' Coy
and the Black Watch of 5 Bde rslesved the HKRC, so that the whole of 4 Bde might hsve
a reste

A very unfortunate incident occured when a 10.5 cm shell burst through the wall
of a house Jjust occupied by A tk platoon HQ, killing the platoon comd, popular snd
capable Capt Jim Watt and slightly wounded 4 others:

AT BOOGERE:INH SUW The etmosphere was dripping with action as the 4 Div pub in & right hook

RTP HUIJBREROEN 22 attack a med at BERGEN-(OP=Z00M. Progress was slow at first due to the difficuilt

No 25 NE OCT ground, but the 4th Div pushed forward slowly and after 24 hours were due TAST of and
1/26,000 44 nor more than 5000 yds from our position. This attsck was, of’ course Lo farce the S

enemy back and cut him off from the peninsula, and to free tha ma'n route through ==
to GOES on SCUTH BRVELAND.

The day was spent in getting things into shape for the com ng operation - the
clearding of the peninsula - known as "VITALITY".
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AT HOOGEREEID
REP HULJEORGRN
Ho 23 KE
1/25,000

MON
23
ocT
44

During the morning, at Bde HQ a discussion was held on ViTALITY and it became
known, definitely, that the Mssex 3cottish were t 0 undertaie an armoured thrust along
the peninsuls with a view to selzing tb fusi vital railway bridge over the SWTH V
REV LAND ship canal. We were, natupaily, pleased to have the opportujity of leading

the way in this all Important operation. DBrigade had a splendid set up of sand tablgs

aerial photographs and maps and arrangements weremade for study groups for the units
taking part in the operatbon. That study was necessary will be seen by reading the
information in the appsndix attached. The ground was very good for defence and
flooding caused by Gorman demclitfons made it that much more difficult.

It was also decided during the morning, that the RRU would secure a start line
for us, us otherwlise, the chances of making a successful at ack through a gap in
the dyke onto the main highway seemed very poor.

The wholaffair w as of course, dependant on Lhe success of the 4 Div attack.

The day, otherwise, was quiet. Padre "Jos" Cardy held ane of his simple and
very impressive services which was much appreciated by all ranks.

The weather was cloudy and cool and rain had turned the churned up roads Iinte
bogs. ‘

The study groups continued at 4 Bde HQ and further preparatlions were made for
VITALITY. BExtenslve Recce was carried ocut and it migt be &s well to describe the
ground and route leading up to the start pcint. ¥

S

The main road through WORENS RICHT and weatward onto the peninsula was not entir

in our hands and, conseguently, & means had to bs found t0 break across tle railway fracks

through the dyke and onto the highway past the enemy held locality. The dykes exts
in grideron fashion from the ANTWRKF- BERGEN-OP-ZO00M highway and the land in betwsen
was either flooded cr marshy. The best avallable roads lay westward from USSENDRECH
thence northward along the dykes to a point about three kilometres ¥WR3T OF WOENSDR7CI

At this polnt =& doub]’? track railway ran ¥HST on top of the dyke and between the routs

up end the highway.
a gap in it.

here was no method of crossing the railway excupt by blasting

ed
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The routes to be taken to the start point were for the most part, bounded on
either slde by ditches and were in a terrible state as a result of flooding, rain
and the passage of heavy vehicles. The prospect of taking these roads at night was |
not a pleasant one, ' |

The Bn, during the day, practised loading and off-loading the new armoured 15 SIR
cwts which were to carry the rifle coys. Utherwise the day was reasonably qulet, sl-“
though our "rest" area was the target for some long range mortaring.

Preparations for the fortheuming atteck were not limited to operstion ones,
for the day, giet tactically, was an extremely busy one for the 2 i/c, Major Don
Mackenzlie, who had to deal with many 'A' and 'Q' problems and for the members of
'PY, "A'! and 'B' Echelons.

W HOOGERHRIDE TUE The Bn pulled out of HOOG 'RHRIDE at 0100 hrs on this rainy, pitch bleak morning.
REF BERCEN=0-Z 24 'C' Coy was to lead the attack and was preceded by a troop of armoured cars from J
Ho 15 sSE 00T the 8th Recce and a troop of tanks from the 10 Armd Reft; behind followed 'A' Cov
1/25,000 with simllar support and then came BHQ, 'D' and '3' Coys, a platoon of Engineers, &

platoon of MMGs from the Toronto Scottish and representatives from fleld and medium
artillery. Beh'nd them came a tremendous weight of ev rything that anybody ever

dréamed of.
The golng was extremely 4ifficult and dawn found the convoy strewn from
the gap backeards for several miles. Many eurs had gone in the ditches and the M#P

troops had piled on other vehicles to continue the journey. Chains were soon pro- =t
d ced and by 0650 hrs the column was lined up and ready to proceed with only a few
vehicles m!ssing. Recce showed that the gap over the railwav tracks consisted mostly
of a nice piece of white tape, but the engineers working with pick andshovel scon
improvised it so that tank and Recce men pronounced it passable.

In the meantime, the RRC were engaged in cluaring the start line and by 1020 all
was in readiness for the dash to the canal.

Progress across the gap in the railway was slow and the first three recce cars
and tanks had not gone more than 600 yds past it when they were knocked out by a well=-
placed A tk gun. 8o the armoured thrust ended there and the marching troops were
ordered to march once again. At 1050 hrs the RRC reported our lesding troops to be
passing them on the start line.
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The leading coys 'C' and 'A' found the going very tough due to the exposed
nature of the ground and were not uble to reach their objectives. Thres capable and
well-1liked officers were lost when Lieuts Jones and Lindal were killed and Lieut
Douglas was wounded. ¢(asualties otherwise were not too high but control was difficul
and a road block on the main highway made evacuation of casuelties aiwost impossible.
'A' and 'C' coys were, therefores, withdrawn to the area of the start line !n the i
vicinlty of BHG which was set up in a small rectangular pillbox.

While t is attack was taking place ths armour was for the tlme, comsollidated in
the rear.

After 'A' and 'C! coys had withdrawn tho Artillery plastered all suspected snemy
positions and typhoons also were called in.

This was not a very successful day but the Bn had retired only to lick wounds and
make plans and before the night was fara dvanced another attack was sent in.

[+

AT CROSSRCADY WED The secind attack mounted on & cold, clesr, moonless night was very successful. | <Z4eoy /
MR 537204 25 With 'D!' coy ean 'A' coys left snd the Arty pouring fire on ths two crosaroads which

REF ocT were the Bn objeccotive, the bLroops with pluck and determination pushed shead. ‘he

YERSEE® No 1) 44 enemy, when our men got to close quarters, gave in easily. By 0600 hrs the

W 1/25,000 objectives were taken and prisoners were pouring in - a total of 120 in all, most of

them our old friends of the "3stomach Ulcers™ bns. The Bn was then told to congollda
and the HRC ordered to push through us.

The set up at the crossroads was & very pretty one. BH] was in a large well- Qﬁn
furnished house whose owners, arr'ving a few hours =after our entry, surveyved the scene
in pain. All the Coys found houses whers jars of preserves etc ware ready and waiting.

We were all glad to have the initial part of VITALTT  behind us. Whlle the canal
had not been crossed, ths tough shell of the defences at the narronest point of the
penins la had been broken, making matters essler for everyone. +hs armoured thrust
in which none of us had much faith had failed but the infantry had earried through
as usual and to them much credit 1s due.
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AT WR489177
REF

WAARDE
No 23 ¥W
1/25,000

AT RILLAND
MR 530150
REF WAARDE
No 23 uW
1/25,000

) 4

hgq

At 0400 hrs the Bn set off agaln !n an attempt to swing behind the enemy at
KRABRIDIJIK. The start line was securad by the RHLI but dne to some error in calcu=-
lations the HHLI had nmot consolidated as far forward as they were gupposed to do and

the Carrier platoon which was leading the way began to pick up priscners right and
left on the home alde of the start line. Germsns began to appear from avery stump

and hollow and before the atback had ever really began over 70 prisoners were in the

vag.

This made us perhaps, a 1ittle over~confident but things went well as D' coy led
the way along the dykes In the direction of GAWIGE and 'B' and 'A' coys moved up
to the SOUTR, with '¢! Coy alsc to the [0UTH eand moving along the merahy ground
the .shore line. )

'ht' and TA' coy took many prisoners and the day's total scon mounted to over 15U
but the attack was pimnned down by enem 'y ¥G and mortar fire. 'C!' oy were ordsred Lo
attempt an outflanking movement from the S0UTH, but were zlmost trapped by an enemy
force whlch lay low instead of giving up. 'C! Coy waes withdrawn after wading throu,
decp marsnes and with the men tired and filthy.

At 1600 hra word came through that the Bn wus to be relieved by the 23Rs of 6 RBde
and recce partles were sent o search for accummodatlon in RILLAYD, & small town whic
was already jammed with troops. After some dlff'iculty evervone was housed and the
men wWere glven & good meal, a chance to clean up and rest.

on

The day was spent in resting and cleaning up. The YMCA produced a chocolate and
cigaratte ration which wasmuch epprecisted.
cogtumes of muny of the women. For the most part, they locked like the advertise
for "0ld Dutch Cleanser" and were harnessed with gold blinkers. The town of RILLAND
was & apotlessly clean place and the :nhabitants showed us a great deal of kindness.
Durlng ths day word came tiwough that the 38Rs hsd obtalinsd a bridgehead over
the canal on the maln highway and had a1l their coys scross, although the bridge itse
had been demolished. The FMRs were also across on the locks at the S0UTH of the
peninsula, while the Camerons of Canada were trying to cross at the WORTH side.

The RCE were buay putting in a (Class 40 bridge, but were hampsred by enemy mortar firs.

As soon as ths bridge was ready we were to move across the canal.

S

The troops were mch Zntrigued by the qgrint
me

SH}
LT
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LEFT RILLAND ARRO At 1100 hra the Bn moved oiff embussed In the armoured IS cwta I'or the staging AT,
AT KAPELLE @ SAT area at EKRUININGEN. : :
REF COES 28 We arrived at KRUININGEN at 1200 hrs and moved off agaln, the riflé coys on foot
Ho 14 SE ocT at 1400 hra, The countryside was well flocded and water lapped over the edge of the
1/25,000 44 main road. On the Rastern side of the bridge the highway was packed with vehicles
and many riders found it better to gat oul and proceed on foot.
The mavrching troops pushed on quite unopposéd apnd at dugk were heading Northward
into the outskirts of KAPELLE. By 2000 hrs the Bn was In position thers, with the Y
RELI flanking us on the left and the RR(U, SOUTH of the highiay and well forward. The -
inhabitants of KAPELLE, a pleasant little town were very glad to seec us and BHQ was
goon set up In a large house which, with that morning had been used as & German HQ.
Phere was absolutely no enemy activity and ths night passed uneventfully.
In accordance with a new Divisional policy Major McIntyre, Capt MacDonald and te
men returned to 'B? HWchelon for a 48 hr leave in BRUSSELS or ANTWIRP. Though the If
‘number allowed to go was very small, grecst Iinterest was shown In the first evidence
a leave policy since the unit disombarked.
LV EAPERLLE SN This was a clear, sunny day and after & morning spent examining the country side
ARR GRAVENPCOLDER 29 and the town of OORES to the west, from the ch rch htower it was decided that the
REF GOES 14 BE OgT enemy was pulling back as rapidly as possible.
1/25,000 4 At 1215 hrs the Bn started out on foot in the direction of GRAVENPOLDER, to the

LV GRAVENPOLDER wmdn

ARR NIEUWDOR
REF
ULISSTNGEN E

14 sw 1/25,0p0

There was no opposltion although there was evid
that the RRC who had preceded us had met some enemy. ¥We arrived at GHAVENPOLDER at
1800 hrs finding the RRY there and with the 3SRs close behind us. A bright nearly
full moon cast queer shadows/ in the viilage which had been badly wrecked by bombing

. A long walt followed but the troops were glad of the opportunity to get a bit of
sleep.

southwest, by-passing (GOES en route.

During the early Hours of the morning the Ba moved out of GRAVENPOLDER bound for
the NIEUWDORP area, less than a mile from the Western end of the peninsula. A bright

gnceltd

moon stlill shone and the marching troops made good time while the drivers had an
unusnally pleasant Jjourney. Again there was no opposition though shortly after arri
at 0630 hrs at a crossroad on the outskirts of NIRUWDORP, we picked up & s ocemaker

a Red Cross man. BSubseguently 17 other Germans sho had been hiding in nearby cellar

edgﬁg

put in an appearance.

b=

——
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LJ NIEUNDCRP| @

ARR HEER 5
H” NDRIKSKTNDHRN
REF GOES 4
No 14 SE
1/25,000

The Bn moved Into NIBURDORP amidst great excitement and a public holliday was soon
declared. The Bn wes deployed to cover the maln approaches to ths area and BHQ was
set up in a house on the Western edge of town.

Ak patrol of platoon strength was aent out by 'C! Coy to find out what was golng d¢n
in the arca of the causeway to WALOHERTN ISILAND. It met opposition along the road —Eh
to the causeway and retfred ®1th two casualties one of whom was Capt Pawcett 2 i/c
of '0! coy and in command during Capt MacDonalds absence on 48 hr leave.

Otherwise the day was gqulet and in our area there was no enemy activitye.

The RRC put in en attack on the enemy positions at the Bastern end of the causewgy
today. The attack was entirely successful and over 200 prisoners were eaally taken,

‘Phe Hasex Bcottish area was again guiet except for one or two long reange mortar
bombs. Ab 1300 hrs we heard that we were to be relleved by the HLI of 52 Div and SHa
were to withdraw to a concentration arsa WnST OF GOES, In the tiny vililage of HREER i
HENDHIKSKIN ERN - a place as qualnt as its I38§ which means,™r Hendrik's children!

I was to most of us a relief o have the operation over with. The Hsgex Scottigh
Regt hzd done lts share and at 2000 hrs had withdrawn gracefully to Legin & welle
garned rest.

(J&E «C« PANG N COI’
of ficer _,, 7
1lst Bn, FESSEX SgTV




