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recce party went ahead to the area of Stone Cross. Around zozo_hrs,_pha Bn_mnyud intg

Another month is under way. Revellle was early for Capt Johnston and his recce party
who went ahead to recce the conc ares NW of Hastings at Darwell Hole. At 1052 the En
left Slinfold “smp and due to several delays in the convoy, the conc area was not
reached until 1530 hrs. Maj Jones was A/OC as LtCol Macianald was detained at eemp by
other dutles. HCQ was set up in wood at 132367 and an '0' Cp was called at 1800 hrs.
Fermission was given for ten percent of personnel to be out of gone area until 2300
hrs and several availed themselves of the opportunity. Rain began to fall early in
the evening and the weather beoame disagreeable, Back in Slinfold Ogmg A, C and 2 plsg
from D coy prepared for Ex "Sham", This Ex is desisned to test the H.C. of Horsham.
At 1900 hrs, patrols sgainst various important points began. ¥Maj M.7.F. Thomson was
in charge of one group with HQ at Wawnham Pk and Maj H.C. Iaird was in charge of
another group with HQ at Yatling Fm. Maj D, MacKenzle was ohief umpire of the Essex
Scottish Tps, The patrols were cquite zood and although the H.G. kaew it's job well,
all of the patrols were able to get to their objectives, Sgt EKitchen and Sgt H.J.
Ivison were placed under arrest for drunkenness while acting as umpires on Ex "Sham"
and spent the night in 'durance vile'.

At 0200 hrs, Britain went on Double Summer Time and time pieces were moved shead one
hour., Revellle was at 0745. The morningz was wet and foggy but breakfast st G830 helped
to warm everyone up. At 093C hrs Haj Jones end It Wilson went to Bde HQ but found no
change in situation. Father Dalton held a 1ittle service for RC personnel inm the open
air at 093C hrs. Back at Slinfold Cemp Ex "Sham™ continued with an attsck being put

in by 'A' coy from MW of Horgham and by 'C* goy from the SE. The Ex finished at 1300
hre and the H.G. then treated the Essex Scottish tps to beer and sausage rolls at the
Prill Hall. In the afternoon the various coys on Ex "Step” organized tours for the
men inte the historie town of Battle. Around 2000 hrs, the remainder of the Ban arrived
in the conc area. Accident reports on "Sham" inel Sgt C.V. lugas, fractured collar
bone as a result of a fall or push, Fte Baylis deep cut on rt arm. The inebriated
Sgt umpires recelved s severe reprfmsnd from the C.0,

At 1200 hrs, the In moved off behind the RHLI., The picture as Tar as the Exercise went
was that 2 Cdn Inf Div wes pushing westward to break out of the brhead formed by 50
Br Div and 30 Br Div, § Bde was leading the adv followed by & Bde and then 5 Bdel The
adv eontinued throughout the day with 6 Bde being held up several times by enemy
mines and demolitions, In the afternoon, it started to rain. Maj MacKenzie with a
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AFR L1,

this ares and took up s defensive posn, The enemy had withdrawn acrcoss the R Cuckmere
and 6 Bde now oeoupied the ground alons the Nast bank of the river. "A' Eech had
difficulties due to the muddy nature of cne of the parking areas and did not get
supper up to the tps until about 233C hrs. The nisght was wet but a number of the tps
were able to get some shelter, in barns. Turing the nicht, A & C ecys sent out patrol
hut no eneny were encountered. «

Taring the day the sun shone most of the time and as the regt remained in the Stone

Cross area, there was a chance for everyone to get blankets and elothins dried out,

A rom issue st breakfast 4id much to put everyone in & good mood. The main sction of
the day was with 5th Bde which prepared to oross the R Cuckmere with 6th Bde acting

as firm base. In the evening "Y' Superv Al Menzies was able to get & £ilm shown for

the entertainment of all. -

'Stand to' was at C600 hrs with breakfast at 0615. The Bn moved off early. A slight
gap appeared in the line of march when one of the pls was lured into taking a round-
about reute by an Umpire who was trying to test their knowledme ss to route. The
advance continued throuck Folegate and finally the Bn reached the area of long Farrow
Hill south of Wilmington. I t wans wery foggy and ¢old on the downs so that evervyone
was soon busy dlgging in, to zet warmth. The COs carrier was put out of action by a
broken elutch, In the afternoon, the CO and IO went to an '0' Cp at 2 Div HQ 4n
#Winton. The En moved fwd late in the afternoon and concentrated on the East side of
the Downs Just West of Alfriston benhind 5th Bde. At Ede '0' Cp during the evening it
was learned that Lth and 6th Inf Bdes would attack the enemy posn on the high ground
Eostnl Hi1l, Celtic Fields, Heighton Hil) and Denton Hill, with 4 Bde r® and & BEde 1t

modal of the area which the attack was to take place on. Barly in the afternoon, the
€+0s held an '0' Gp at the model. The remuinder of the day was spent briefing all pls
Inthe evening the soout pl and pnrs made a Teoce of the eneny ;0sn and found that
there were no mines,

It is Good Fridny ané a holiday in most parts of the world but not &n the army. At
morning was hazy so "H' hr had to de postyoned. Finally 1300 hrs was decided on.

Pourth Pde attacked In ° phases (1) Bostal Hill Spur (2) Celtic ields. The Essex

'Stand to' was at the usual hour. The *I' Sec spent a busy morning constructing a sand

0745 hra, I1tCol Macdonald went up on Bosial Hill to wateh the proving of the arty. The
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AFR AL

AFR 44

APR AL

Sgottish Fest was given the task of doing phese 1. In this attack we were sp by two

fa and one med regt of arty, one coy MMG and cne pl 4.2" Mortars all firingz impressive

barrages and cones and one tp of A tk guns., The attack went in well, with C coy rt

fwd coy and 7 coy left fwd coy. Col Pawle who has taven = keen interest in the tr- of

our rest during the past year accompan’ed E coy in 1t's attack. On reasching the obj-

ective the bn consolidated. The FRC moved through us and took on Phase 2, the Celtie

i%omsi while RHII was firm base. On "cease Tire"™ a rum issue was given to the tips,
out

one was glnd to get back for a hot shower and we reallze just how much we miss this

luxury when deprived of it. The padre held a short Good ¥Fri service, during a lull

in the battle, in the open. About 30C mén attended.

SAT was spent as a day of rest and adm. SUN hours were observed. The Baster ban on
holiday travel kept everyone from going away over the week end, but many visited
Hershan to enjoy the cinewa @nd the puba, - 3

It’s Easter SUN and reveille i« at C700 hrs due to the Church parade. At 0830 hrs tth
Bn wos forme@ up on the parade ground. It was a special prerade to do honour to thoge
who were mentioned in despatches at the time of the Dieppe Raid, who were RSY
Camptell, CSM Donsldson, Sgt Cousinesu and Ptes Carley and Brown. Brlg leti!presented
the Oak leaf to these personncl. After this the Bn moved off by iT for Christs Hosp
grounds, where 4 Ydn Inf Bde was formed up in an oren scuare fmn. The service was
conducted by the ¥sdres of the Bde and H/Capt J. Cardy preached an inspiring Esster
Sermon. The sky was threatening but the ralin held off throushout the serviee. The 2
Can Inf Band provided music for the singing and a choir of sbout forty volces was
made up from personnel of the FRC end Fasex Scottish Regts. After the service thore
vas & march past with Brig Lett taking the salute. At 1100 hrs, the B0 held their
Easter Service in the 'Y" with Father Palton tukins the service. The rausinder of th
day was spent in reoreation, It was announced that 41 leaver were cancelled indefine
itely and that henceforth there would be a striet censorship of mails.

Another week begzan with IT at 07C0 hrs, Trag for the day conszisted of 30 yd rance and
gas trg for B, C & D coys. Sp coy earried on malntenance while the Eft coy weat to

the Sun Osk Crenade Range. LtCol Macdonald snd Maj MacKenzie attended a conference ¢
coming Ex "Last ", In the evening Capt Root, scout pl comd of L Edmoaton Fegt who ha

800 hrs the Bn moved off by MT ror camp, arriving there about 2045 hrs. Every+
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AFE Lt

25 mile route march yesterday. For them it was their day of rest.
| the anth!pgte@ nove

spent some time in Sicily and Italy spoke te all offrs and Ssgts, His talk was quite
interesting and Instruetive. At 1600 hrs, the padre utilized his weekly hour for the
rurrose of a communion service. He reported a good atiendance (about 150 were at the
service and 50 recelived communion). :

Sleep throuchout the camp wss Interpupted at various intervals as pls and coy & chose
esrly hours Tor a start on the L0 mile route march. The Sobut Pl lert camp at OR00
hrs, gp coy &t 0300 hrs =nd the rifie coys around 0200 hrs. The route was from Sline-
fold Yamp to Billingshurst, Wisbrough Oreen, Petworth, North Chapel, Chiddingfold, °
Pickburst, Dunsfold, Cranleizh, Bucka Oreen, Broadridze Heath, bask tc eamp. It was
indeed & #rind in the true sense of the word and many rfeet took a beatiag. However,
the physical condition of the regt is of A=l ¢sllbre when one considers the very
small number who fell out. The scout pl made the route in the excellent time of 14
hrs, 45 min or 12 hrs marching time. The best time for rifle coys was made by D coy
which took 15 hrs, 50 min., The C.0. had to be away on a recee for Ex "Last" part of
the morninz but got back in time to Join in with D soy an® completed the march with
them. Even the 2 1/0 and AdJt were in there pitehing snd came throush in zood form.
BaH( and HY coy 414 a 25 mile mareh and finished it in excellent time with only §
easualties in the group of adn personnel. Puring the evenlns, almost everyone enjoyed
the luzury of bed-room slippers, a gless of cocl ale and then to & very welcoms bed.
A1l coys hed namfletrd the march well within the 12 hrs which Gen Montzomery says
trained tre recu

and nost were fighting it at the end.

Reveille was at 0800 hrs with breakfast at 0330. The day was given over to rest, and
Judeing By the nunber of persons whe had developed a Iimpins walk, it would be used
to full edvantace. In the moranine the C.0., 2 i/¢, A4jt and Maj MacKenzie sttended a
meeting at 4 Ede HG. At 1400 hrs a meeting of gll offrs washeld in the mess and the
Cuel4 informed the offrs of the likelihood of a move for the rest within the nerxt week
Security war- stressed. It was decided that Capt PBurgess would take over the job of
:g;pizting rreparations for an offrs dance tc be held in the mezs on SAT evening, 15

Today the bn was back to normal routine except for that half of H( coy who did thelr

re. All rifle ocoya finiched in less than 16} hre fnel haltz and meall,

Freparations for
begen by the taking of kit inspeetion, checking of pay books and
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other adm problems, of personel nature. The 0.0. & I.0. along with a skeleton BnHQ
sant out on an Exercise "Last™, It is & corps exercise Aown %o In Jevel. Down to and
inel Bde level it 1s a Tull size exerclise. For bns it is & skeleton cxersise. ¥ith th
departure of the C.0. & X.0. on tiis exercise, it wa: thelr final departure from
Blinfold Canp. ¥hen the exercise fs comrleted we will bs in our new home, quite a few
miles fro» here. -

14 AFR 4§ foday the adjt le’t early for Aldershot and vicinity. The objest of his trip is to
vigit 217 Ech and the rft unit to clear up meny small but annoying matters that have
beenn hanglng over and also to try to take care of the dn by prevailinc upon 2 CIRD to éf'
push cut sone desirable reinforocments. The report upon his return wee that the trip EF:
a8 more than satisfactory. In the coys adm work in antieipation of our move contine
3d. Seourity must be good for while a move 1s expected, not even the batmen or the
fiabituees of the loczl pubs can tell us the location of our new area,

15 AFR 44 The advance party for our new camp depart tomorrow. It is to be 'B' coy under Major
aird. They ~re kept busy throughout the day loading vehicles, cleaning billets and
area, returnin: storeg, burning straw and gettinz the men fully prepsred for thelr
new home. The other eoys scntinue with thelr preparstions for the move, serene in the
hought that they have at lcast a few more dsys. At night a dance wes held in the offis ﬁf@r'

mess, The C.C. showed up for it leaving Ex"Last™ to get alongz as best 1% could withe
out him, The dance was a huge success. Everyone voted it so but souldn't say exactly
why 1t should be such & huge success. Ferhaps the knowledge that it wuuld be our las
for scme time lrought about a spirit of abandon that is sonetires missing. The high
spot of the evening cmme when Tom Stewart, returning home about 033¢ hra, pileked up
arty Jeep, whose driver hed been injured nnd was now beinz driven by =n thoroughly lost
‘merican scldier. It Stewart relleved him of the vhesl, brousht the Ameriesn to camp
and sent him home In one of our trucks, Now we have en extra jeep belonging to the
arty. If there 1s an ordnance inspeotion before we get 1t returned we will have to
bury it, (Ficuratively speaing), otlerwise we will have to make ex;lanaticnas and
they will have to be good ones,

Outside of 'BY coy and other rembers of the advance party who were scheduled for an
arly departure, the cemp was slow in couing to 1ife todmy. Actual physical efforts ‘5§f'
owards our meve were few but the coy comds did get arcund to Turther rlanning so that

the present camp would be left in good condition, a minimum of eqpt taken to the new

16 APR LYy
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17 AFR

18 APR L4

19 APR L&

area an? thet they could establish themselves in the new camp in shert order,

One task only ocoupled the bn now. Frepsrations to move, after almost seven months in
one camp reveals accumulatlons of almost everythins. No one wishes to accept anything

Maps, for the I.0., that extra sult of denim must zo beck to the fa'ley orders to returp

excess amn. Fersonal accumulations are perhaps the worast, and all are taking drastie
measures to lighten their load. BEven the officers® trunks with their treasur:d (tut
excess) possessiona are being packed to be shipped to kit storaze.

As from this A, the camp is C.B. Trucks are loade’ toady, and preparstions to move
out early tomorrow mornin:z are belns made. Evidence of everyone petting rid of sve y=-
thing is brousht out in that we have an issue of 28C00 7ds .303 in excess of ocur G109
holdings. We nelther want or need it, but bde says we taoke it, so we do. Towards
night thinrs settle down in genersl., Exespt perhaps for the offrs who are still work-
inr on thelr own eqpt, the bulk of the caenp was in bed esrly, in anticipation for

the early reveille thet is necessary to cross the 3.F. on time, on the day of our
departure from SLINFOLD CAMY,

Reveille seemed to come mighty soon th1s a.m. It was at 0500 hrs with an egually earl
breakfast, The convoy left camp at 073C hrs and hit the S.V. on time to the minute

but were held up there as the R Regt © had not entirely clesred the Z.FP. Then our sloF-

bat not toc monotonons Journey started. It 1s 9L miles to the new cemr at WOOTON PL
and DRITON T¥, Speed i1s not over 12} m.i.h. but because of numerous halis from prece
eding units the averaze time will be less. In raot we 4id not arrive until alwmost 17
giving us an all over speed for the Journey of about 11 Mep.ha ample rroof of the
dirficulties of moving an inf div by road, The trip was marred by two MC ineidents,
with other vehiocles. Both were of a minor nature but road acoidents must be reported
in as sreet detall even for a sorate ed paint incident as for & head on collisicn and
the detnil invelved 13 one heartily disliked by the adjt and 7.0, Arrival at the new

uau{ was HNOT inspiring, Strictly in the open, the bn is split into three areas. Canvap
%‘ie inited, in faet 8p coy have onlr two marguees and Rke fienm are forced to improvise)

scale of canvas puts el ht men or four offrs intec a tent. Ve heve runninz water
{0012 only) open air ablution rooms) and NO showers. Nearest towns are DOVER, FOLZ-
BSTONE and CANTERBURY, each being eisht mlles sway. There is cne consoclation (but a

(=)

7

-

CC hrs

-

r one). Of the nany caa;a in the area, each appears to be ecually unsomfortable.
t the men toke 1t in their stride, and bafore darkness falls most men have made
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20 ATR 14,

21

22 APR L

Ingeneous bBivouacks,

the dny the variocus

while the other end
Bide HQ at 0230 hrs,

be rather interasting.

themsiifives reasonably coafortable, an? even Op coy with no o
Around 2100 hrs
with a perty of 13 OFs arrived at the camp. They had been taking part in Ex "lazt»,
and Ex 1nvolving prastice in sirs and int at higher levels and down to and inol Bn HQp
A few drops of rain at 06L5 hrs was sufficient to eliminnte PT for
coys took time to ret thelr arcas alesned ur
It 1s quite & chongze for everyoue tc be
gomfort of Slinfold Camp.
En OR tent was soon set up in a comfortable efficlent manner,
is a combined sigs and Int office. The C.0. went to an '0?
Scne indiecation
ented frem going out the
Barry, the new Bn ®auc Cpl went to Div
hie Auties with the unit
reatly congtructed houses,
of TOLEFSTOYE and DOVER, The A7 't and I.0
made a short recce of DOVER area,

Coys carried out ronte marshos and althou
cuite 1Imite” everrone secred abdle to keer direction and got aroune the pregseribed
courses, The C,0., Z4ft, I.0, ans
in a recorded siss exercise intended to misles
btroafoast. Froparations were made
R VEDWAY the Tollowin~ day, In mis
for the HAITING on the R MEDWAY. Several offrs and NCOs from other
the trro, so that they wonld

ival at the R MrPWAY tte coy
A2jt ané Y,0. had @%nner and spent a soelnl evening
one of thosemre delfomcies, a fried
the front line was broucht home by the sisht of debris fom a ildine which had been
struck by a shell from across the ch

In the morning the usual SAT
Ex 'Fate' arrived and 1t is

» the C.0,, Mal Mac®enz!z, Its Wilson and Webster

mvas have improvised scme

end lines organized.
epen again afier the Nissen hut

th read aceidant reports but the
o end is In ORe

Cp at
veh wss pred

out in the
The adjt wes kept busy wi

of tpt fifficulties wes seen when his

gate duve to the mud, A jeep finally settled this problem. Cp.
HC with It Wilson to "gzet in the picture® on

. Div ¥Q §5 on the NORTH edge of DAYER ana ooaurf;a an area oj

In the evenine many of the offre and me: visited the towns

- went to Bde ¥IQ at 2000 hr: and sftervards

7h the number of 08~-117 'A' Map sheets was

one slcnsl Cpl epent the &-y at Bde T. takine part
the enemy as to our whereabouts when
Tor the Ex to be held on Assault Bost landing on ‘h
“fterncon P coy witk Maj Vanstrough cs 0.7, lert
coys were att for
have the knowle@ro to pass_on to thefd own coys., On arr-
bivovaced for the nigrt. In the evening the C.0,, 2 1/c,
at the Crypt in DOTER and enjoyed
6s28. The realization that the unit i8 now neamer

annel “uring the dusl of the previcus evening.

interior economy was carried on. Yore bumpR eoncerning
beginnin- to look as though the trez aurine t.is ¥x should

the day. Throughout

49
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oy offrs T ne ACK Watch Hegt. TS 3 i3 & EL T T1e R RATTS st from Ttz
trucks, turning beoats, earrying, dracging and launching., The tr~ was new and although
strenucus everyone found 1t Interesting. Movement in the mud of the river lank’? was
& novel experience and several persons got a coaling of the 8limy substanse before th
afternoon was over. Some went over thelr heads 1n the water and some to their arm pit
in the mud. Other offrs inol the C.0., 2 i/c errived around 0830 hrs to witness and @?2?('

participate in the trg. At 16C0 hrs the eoy returned to DENTON CAVP. The special
increment coy went on & conducted tour of Canterbury Cathedral in the afternoon. At
1930 hra, the C.0., X.0. and one DR left camp for GOCLE, the srea in which Ex "Kete"
is to take place. They travelled throush ILONDON and spent the nisht near Heileybury
Collepe, Heridrd,

23 rPE L Altho the day is STN there is little rest as perpsrations to move off on Ex Kate must
be comploted toddy. In the morning three truck loads of men & offrs went to Canterbury
Cathedral for the service. All were impreesed with the beauty and dienity of this
femous church and the service wis an inspiring one to the men. The camp was C.B. until} {1(/1
1700 bre afier which time the men were permifted out as trucks were losded and we were _/;/
resdy to move off at half an hours notice, Cspt Huyes 1s to be 0.0s reer paerty and th
rft coy remaln with him. It 1s only a question of a few dars before he loses all the T
first line rfts for we have been warned thet ther sre to go bask to a proper depot.
The arrival of the authority to move them will see them despateched Torthwith. LtCol
Macdonald & It Wilson arrived in the area of BROUCHTON and mede a recee of the biv-
ounae area to be used dy the Bn.

24 APR LL fevellle at 0600 hrs this morning and immedistely aft:r breakfast the blanket lorries
arealosded. There i1s a final cleanins of coy areaes and at OSLO hrs we start off for ﬁf/
the north of England on Ex Xate. The trip will be aprrox 240 miles so it will take 2
days. Thore are eighty one vehicles in our convoy which inel 30 RCASC veg for 1lifting
personnel and stores plus six vehs of the Fd Amb. We are behind the 2 Regt C end at
first there are rous non-scheduled halts, due larrely to the narrow and winding
roads used as a =-pass to the city of Canterbury, Finally the convoy shekes itself
out an? we drive at & specd of almost 20 m.pehs L0 aversze our 123 m.i.h. Shortly
after 130C hrs we arrive at the R.V. to meet the London Metropolitan Folice who will
rulde us thro the world's larvest elty. ¥We arehroken into blocks of not more then 25
vehlcles each and led by one constable on a MC we start off thru the blg aity. It is
hard to belleve that one ma: can not only control the entire 25 veh, but keep our
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block clssT of alY civilinn veh. It I8 a Thrill To See n&end an® arm signal
only, to give ns complete richt of way, and to see olvilian traffic fisursteively at
the 1irt of a finger, head for the curb and sta- put until we have passed. Out of )
London the convoy reforms once more as a complete group and heads north. The nmpeed now gﬁf

1s steady and as the rosd is almost perfectly stral #ht the niles sl1ir byv. Cutside of
Ampthill we &re met by Capt Purgess who has gone shesd %0 mske 2 recce of the btiveuac
area. He lsads us into our overnight camp, a large pasiure field with a fringe of
woods, and scon our vehicles are parked , suards posted, surper served and the bn

settles dovn for its night wmst,

Truly we are becoming gypsies. The Bn moved off 1 hr and 1C min after reveille at 050

i
followed by breskrast loading of vehicles an? forming up. The day wea nneventful. Just g
very ;

2 guestion of gitting in your vehicle and watehing the miles rool by and gettinz out

two hrs for the 20 min break, At 1600 hrs, at SCAWSY we arain met Capt Burress who

led us to our cemp site. This time it 15 two large pasture fleld
with a perercus wocd. The bn soon settles in, our few tents are
end the ©.0. calls a meeting of cov comds. BOR was sited several hundred 8 from the
remainder of ths tn, for the purpnse of peace and quiet, but apparently % sheep wit]
thelr nmaerous lembs who also ocouy this field don't understand , for half wey thru
our meeting, ther insist on stampeding back and forth around ue, letting out numerous
3_4.8 of what we oonsider to be sheer ories of distress. Cur meating oonoluc!?a

plaintive B
about 230C hrs with plans comyleted for tomorrows tre.

A1l the rifle eoyz this morning practices man handlin
on River TRENT near BURTON UFON STATHER. The boats are

wolght increases with use up to 1100 1bs. They sre a heavy load for 1. men and &f more
are used to carry, then tha men zet in the way of eash other. Sp coy trained on the
fver & the man hafdlins of A tk guns over the dykes and trying to
solve other rreblems peculiar to their cov and whieh would be encountered afier be’'ng
innded from boats, In the afternoon the rifle enys ulse went Lo far bank to carry on
trg in tholr action heving landed. At the ooy comd meeting the C.0. pointsd out thet
while trg had not been as satisfactory as desired today it should be pointed cut to
the men thst much of this work 1s new an? experimsnts muat be made in order to find
out what are the beat ways of doing a job, in order that a sati
evolved. Plans were oompletsd for tomorrows trg and then %the C.0. went to Lde, Defore
n for 11 of our 12 rifle coy pls to be emploved from 1800 hrs

far back of the r

his return a oall cans

an® launchine of stormhboats
heavy - 780 1lhs each ard thelr M

sTactory 4rill may be

gz ideal for sports
t

ched, supper serv

=




ment), are contained in F.8. Regs. Vol. 1.

Title pages will be prepared.

o will B lcopt from firet
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hrs tomorrow for 5 Cin Tnf Pde, on thelr exercisc. It looks as tho our well made
plans will be repilly revised on the C.0s return.

his pariod.

'J.S. "A.G“O’-T?{In} I-tcol’
Commanding O0fficer
¥SIEX SCOPTISH REGTMENT.
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